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Open-face stainless le�er 
with 360˚ AcryNeon

Hogged out acrylic with front, 
edge and back illumination

Half round hogged out 
Acrylic le�ers

Frameless stainless steel 
built up le�ers on rail for
suspended fixing

360˚ AcryNeon

Ceiling fix hogged out acrylic sign

25mm hogged out acrylic le�ers

Brushed stainless steel
built up le�ers with
15mm frosted acrylic
back

Tube like LED neon 

Rim and return stainless steel with
edges polished 

Open-face stainless steel with rim
and half round hogged out acrylic letters

Hand polished to high gloss as standard Frameless stainless steel letters 
with fixing rail

Hogged out acrylic with 10mm
stroke width on fixing rail

sales@spectronled.co.uk 0161 236 8828

Trade supplier of illuminated stainless steel built up 
letters and faux neon letters.
Competitive prices, top quality with fast lead times. 
From LED, signs and lighting specialist Spectron LED.
For advice and inspiration visit our showroom.  

mailto:sales@spectronled.co.uk
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www.paper.co.uk

Think 
Differently.

l True paper honeycomb board
l  Superb print surface
l	Super strong dense core
l Unparalleled strength to   
 weight ratio
l 100% Recyclable
l  Manufactured in the UK
l	Mitigated CO2 emissions by   
 planting trees in the UK,   
 directly supporting the 
 Woodland Trust

Ultra Board is now 
available exclusively in 
the UK from Premier.
Contact your local Premier branch 
or visit www.paper.co.uk for    
more information.

The perfect solution 
for retail displays, 
boards, signs and     
so much more.

Did you miss us 
at SDUK? 
Scan here to learn 
more about our stand.

Ultra Board A4 ad 6-22.indd   1Ultra Board A4 ad 6-22.indd   1 07/06/2022   16:4207/06/2022   16:42

http://www.mypremierclub.co.uk?utm_source=SignUpdate&utm_medium=Online-magazine
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WELCOME Page

Signs of Summer

Built Ups

Flat Cuts

Sign Trays

Illumination

CNC Cutting

Normally around this time of year the country is preparing itself to see exactly 
how England won’t win the World Cup. Whether it’s penalties or red cards, 
extraordinary bad luck or a criminal VAR decision, that inevitable moment when 
everyone realises it isn’t coming home usually happens around the time this 
issue hits your door mat. It is also the time that all that lovely signage has to 
come down!

This year of course, that particular source of revenue has moved to the pre-
Christmas months and how this will affect the demand for signage remains to be 
seen. But what will fill the gap this summer? I suspect there will be even more 
emphasis on those big outdoor sporting events that we missed out on over the 
last couple of years.

The market needs as many boosts as it can get of course with so many other 
difficulties to  overcome. The general rise in the cost of living, particularly fuel, 
will have a sizeable impact on our industry and could well lead to price rises that 
the end user will need to face. In this environment – the budget providers could 
do well, but as we will see in our two main features this month – Sign Fittings 
and Vehicle Graphics, there is a real argument that paying a premium for better 
quality and service will provide to be more sustainable in the long term.

One project that was covered in this issue that particularly interested us, was 
a ‘barn find’ vehicle wrap (pages 30 and 31). It looks truely awesome in the 
photo’s, even when you look at the close up images, but I can’t help thinking that 
perhaps it won’t be as convincing in real life.

Enjoy the summer and let’s remain optimistic. If not for the football, then for some 
global stability that will help see all of us through what could be a tricky financial 
year.

Jack

http://www.instagram.com/signs2signs/?utm_source=SignUpdate&utm_medium=Online-magazine
mailto
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The Velo Taper is a fully automated flatbed taping system 
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Positioning is easily editable

Fast and easy set-up 

Compatible with a wide range of 
double-sided tapes up to 22mm 
in width 

Fully integrated with the latest 
versions of Zip Core software

Fully automated flatbed cutting,
creasing and taping system

Tape on the X and Y axis 

Compatible on the Veloblade 
Volta + range 

More accurate than taping by hand
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Saving you both time and money 

Brett Martin launches sustainable Marlon 
BioPlus Polycarbonate sheet options
Brett Martin, the UK’s largest producer 
of polycarbonate sheet materials has 
launched new, more sustainable Marlon 
BioPlus Polycarbonate sheet options, 
which represent a quantum shift towards 
climate neutral plastic sheets produced 
from a certified mass balanced source with 
bio-based feedstock.

This new development is the result of Brett 
Martin’s partnership with Covestro, one 
of the World’s leading polymer producers. 
Their Makrolon® RE replaces 71% of the 
fossil based raw materials with bio-circular 
attributed material (via mass balance 
approach), e.g. from used cooking oils. In 
addition, a further reduction in carbon is 
achieved through the use of green energy 
in the production of the raw material.

Commenting on the development, Barbara 
Giershausen, Sales Manager, Covestro  
said: “On our journey to become fully 
circular, we support our industry partners 
in meeting their sustainability targets. With 
our Makrolon RE portfolio, customers like 
Brett Martin have exactly the same quality 
and performance as fossil-based Makrolon 
without the need to change existing 
production processes.”	

Covestro adopts a mass balancing 
approach via ISCC PLUS (International 
Sustainability and Carbon Certification) to 
achieve the allocation of this low carbon 
material to Brett Martin, enabling Brett 
Martin to provide complete assurance to 
customers for the new sheet options. 

The partial move away from fossil 
based raw materials and the benefits of 

providing a secondary use for the bio-
circular attributed feedstock enables the 
process to achieve an 84% reduction in 
carbon footprint during the production of 
the Makrolon RE. This saving is further 
enhanced during the extrusion of the 
Marlon BioPlus sheet which uses 100% 
renewable electricity, generated directly 
through Brett Martin’s own dedicated wind 
and solar facilities. 

The mass balancing approach delivers 
both practicality and certified assurance for 
users of the Marlon BioPlus ranges in Flat, 
Multiwall and Corrugated polycarbonate 

sheet formats. This opens new doors for 
specifiers, processors and fabricators to 
choose a more sustainable polycarbonate 
from renewable sources and with a low 
carbon impact.

William Martin, Director at Brett Martin 
commented “The drive for sustainable, 
carbon neutral plastic materials is 
progressing well and now our introduction 
of Makrolon RE from a mass balanced and 
certified source of bio-circular attributed 
feed-stock is taking this to the next level”.

www.brettmartin.com
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Positioning is easily editable

Fast and easy set-up 

Compatible with a wide range of 
double-sided tapes up to 22mm 
in width 

Fully integrated with the latest 
versions of Zip Core software

Fully automated flatbed cutting,
creasing and taping system

Tape on the X and Y axis 

Compatible on the Veloblade 
Volta + range 

More accurate than taping by hand
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Saving you both time and money 
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New PVC alternatives added 
to Antalis’ portfolio
Antalis has added three PVC-free 
materials to its ever-growing sustainable 
range, helping customers to use visual 
communication products that are kinder to 
the environment.

In 2021, Antalis outlined its sustainability 
commitment that aims for 75% of all visual 
communications products sold to be rated 
Green Star 3 or higher by 2030. Antalis’ 
Green Star System™ makes it easy for 
customers to identify sustainable products 
based upon the raw materials used in 
manufacture and their recyclability at end 
of life.

Exten Opaque Polypropylene (Green 
Star rating: 3) is a PVC-free alternative for 
the production of POS and display, cards, 
tags, labels, stationery and much more. 
35% lighter than PVC equivalents, it is 
100% recyclable and at end of life can be 
burnt without risk of toxic emissions. The 
products are coated in a unique primer 
that extends shelf life beyond that of 
standard corona treated polypropylene; 
it also offers significantly greater opacity, 
making it suitable for two-sided printing 
using UV Offset, Digital and Screen print 

machines. It is available in two large 
format sheet variants:

Exten Opaque 99 - gloss and satin, 
sheets from 400 to 850 microns

Exten Opaque 100 - satin, has a black 
core for 100% block-out in a thickness of 
220 microns

Mondo PET-GAG (Green Star rating: 4) 
is a range of high quality, clear polyester 
sheets, that offer an environmentally 
friendly alternative to thin-gauge PVC. 
The sheet is made up of three layers: two 
G-PET outer layers and an 85% post-
consumer waste recycled PET inner layer. 
It is 100% recyclable and chemically inert.

The premium surface of Mondo PET-
GAG is ideal for UV Offset, Digital and 
Screen printing; die-cutting; and finishing. 
Available in sheets from 200 to 600 
microns, it is suitable for a range of POS 
and display applications.

Product Manager for Visual 
Communications at Antalis, Paul Neale, 
comments: “The introduction of Exten 

Opaque and Mondo PET-GAG gives 
customers even greater choice when 
making product selections that will reduce 
their impact on the environment, without 
compromising performance or quality. 
Improving our range of sign and display 
materials with a Green Star System™ 
rating of 3 or more is a key focus for us, 
and we are looking forward to announcing 
more additions to our range over the 
coming months”.

www.antalis.co.uk

Nazdar announces 205 Series inks for 
Roland TrueVIS SG2 and VG2
Nazdar Ink Technologies, a leading 
manufacturer of UV, water-based and 
solvent-based wide-format digital inkjet, 
screen-printing and flexographic ink products, 
has announced the launch of the Nazdar 205 
Series. The new inks have been designed 
specifically for use in Roland TrueVIS SG2 
and VG2 Series wide format digital printers 
running Roland TrueVIS TR2 inks.

Featuring plug-and-play capabilities 
and consistent high-speed printing 
performance, users can simply replace the 
original equipment manufacturer (OEM) 
ink as it runs out with the 205 Series ink, 
producing high-impact, high-intensity 
colours comparable to the original ink set. 
They are also suitable for use in a wide 
range of environments without the need 
for specialised ventilation.

Nazdar 205 Series inks are available in 
CMYK plus light cyan, light magenta and 
light black and can be used to print on 

all commonly used graphics substrates 
such as banner material, flexible and 
pressure-sensitive vinyl, blue back paper 
and backed mesh, opening up all sorts of 
projects to users.

“The new Nazdar 205 Series inks offer a 
closely colour-matched and chemically 
compatible alternative for Roland TrueVIS 
SG2 and VG2 Series printers running 
TrueVIS TR2 inks. They deliver consistent 
and reliable print performance, even at 
high-speed print modes,” says Stephen 
Woodall, Market Segment Manager - 
Aqueous & Solvent Digital at Nazdar Ink 
Technologies. “The performance of the 
205 Series is equivalent to – or even 
superior to – the original OEM inks.”

www.nazdar.com
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NOT EVERY LASER 
MAKES THE CUT

01978 666700  |  graphtecgb.co.uk

Unbeatable quality
Our lineup up of WidLaser machines ship with all the 
software you need and an air compressor. Their robust 
design ensures precision and reliability.

Easy to use
User-friendly software with powerful tools make them 
suitable for beginners or professionals. All the machines also 
include autofocus for speed and accuracy.

Endless applications
Cut and engrave on wood, acrylic, metal and many other 
materials, in incredible detail in one a single process. 

Save time, save money
Laser cutting and engraving is a cost effective and fast 
manufacturing process which, in some cases, can reduce 
the need for expensive tooling equipment and machining.

Design.indd   1Design.indd   1 22/04/2021   07:1822/04/2021   07:18
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Avery Dennison launch new sustainable 
print film SP 3523 opaque matt
Avery Dennison is certain to make waves 
in the industry with this latest product 
launch. SP 3523 Opaque Matt is being 
introduced as part of the Sustainable Print 
portfolio and is designed to provide a 
more sustainable alternative in a market 
primarily dominated by PVC products.

SP 3523 is a matt white, self-adhesive 
polyolefin, with grey permanent adhesive 
for overposting needs. It is optimised for 
short-term applications with promotional 
graphics being the most appropriate use. 

The film allows for more sustainable 
digital printing compared to 
standard options due to it 
being non-PVC. It contains 
no chlorine, phthalates, or 
other halogens. This vastly 
reduces the emissions of 
volatile organic components 
(VOCs). It also features a 
solvent-free, water-based 
adhesive. It is the ideal 
product for those seeking to 
improve their environmental 
footprint and a welcome 
step towards providing more 
sustainable options across 
the current market.

Other features of the product include 
excellent printability and handling with 
selected printers, easy cutting and 
application on a variety of substrates, and 
good opacity due to the grey adhesive 
system, vastly improving overposting 
possibilities.

Digital print compatibility makes it easy to 
achieve maximum visual impact with both 
UV and latex. The material also comes 
with full fire-resistance certification.

SP 3523 Opaque Matt offers 3 years 
vertical, unprinted durability, ideal for 
temporary promotional and point of sale 
advertisements in stores, events, and 
other indoor locations.

Avery Dennison SP 3523 Opaque Matt is 
in stock now at William Smith.

www.williamsmith.co.uk

HP is delighted to announce the launch 
of The Print Hub, an interactive platform 
specifically developed to support HP Latex 
users and help them get the best out of 
their printers.

The Print Hub offers personalised content 
covering all topics related to HP Latex, 
allowing users to explore a wide range of 
exclusive and specialist information dedicated 
to the HP Latex range of print technology.

Customers – both existing and potential 
– can explore insightful and informative 
content such as webinars, videos and 
expertly written articles, as well as access 
in-depth technical information about HP 
Latex printers and the applications they 
can be used for.

Visitors will enjoy a personalised 
experience when browsing content on The 
Print Hub based on their navigation history 
and asset clicks. The ‘Recommended for 
You’ feature suggests content that may be 
of interest to each individual visitor, while 

the ‘Continue Watching’ option allows 
users to pick up from their last visit.

Another stand-out feature on the interactive 
platform is the ‘Printer Selection Tool’, 
whereby users can select certain criteria to 
help them identify the most suitable printer for 
their business and proposed applications.

“From its beginnings, when it was 
branded ‘Possibility City’ and used as 
a means to replace physical shows 
during the pandemic, the interactive 
site showed great promise. The HP 
Large Format team soon realised 
that the platform was fast becoming 
an essential – and 24/7 accessible 
– resource for customers wanting to 
research and explore content and 
learn about HP’s offerings in the Latex 
technology space,” says Isabella 
Jelinek, Large Format Marketing 
Manager UK&I at HP.

“Subsequently, we optimised and 
improved the platform’s functionality. We 
added more content to offer customers a 
rich, personalised experience, curated with 
exactly what they want to read, see and 
do – all in one place – and The Print Hub 
was born.”

digitalprinting.hp.com/uk/en/large-format-
printers.html

HP launches interactive platform The Print 
Hub for HP Latex customers

The Print Hub offers personalised 
content covering all topics related to 
HP Latex, allowing users to explore a 
wide range of exclusive and specialist 
information dedicated to the HP 
Latex range of print technology.
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UK Distributor

R

LKH TOOLS

Tooling Training

www.lkhtools.co.uk - enquiry@lkhtools.co.uk - 0115 666 0060

Consultancy
Call today and revolutionise your production

CNC router tooling to fit all CNC machine types.
Specialist routing tools for aluminium, brass, acrylics, 
plastics, foams, PVC's, ACM, and composite materials.

Acrylics & Plastics Woods & Composites Aluminium Aluminium Composites - ACM

3D Routing & Carving

Signs & Graphics

Copper, Bronze & BrassFoams & PVC

Woodworking

Engineering & Automotive

Exhibition & Display Plastic Fabrication & Engineering Vac Form Trimming Print Finishing

Machine optimisation to maximise its full potential.
Training and consultancy to achieve consistent quality, reduce labour and cost.

Advanced CNC router tooling with technical application support.

Taking the guesswork out of CNC routing

UK Distributor

R

http://www.lkhtools.co.uk


Height
6mm
12mm
18mm

����

����

����

����

����

����

�����

����

����

����

�����

����

����

����

�����

����

����

����

�����

����

����

����

�����

����

����

����

�����

����

����

����

�����

����

����

�����

�����

����

����

�����

�����

����

�����

�����

�����

����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

�����

SPECIALIST FABRICATION

SIGN BLOCK HDU SPECIALIST

ENGRAVING

FLAT CUT LETTERS

ALUMINIUM COMPOSITE 
SIGN TRAYS

http://www.3dsignfabrication.co.uk?utm_source=SignUpdate&utm_medium=Online-magazine
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Sign Fittings

Fixings are at the forefront of sign 
industries. An experienced fitter will know 
the best fixing to use from the outset, 
however on occasion the fixing decision 
could be overlooked, and the customer 
may require assistance. A professional 
fixing supplier can use analytical thinking 
and expertise to find the appropriate 
solution for the project.

Paul Farrant, Director of FK Moore, 
tells us, “At FK Moore we can also offer 
a bespoke service to supply a custom 
solution suited to a particular specification. 
We would always suggest that when 
planning your signage, it is advantageous 
to know how you would like to fix the sign 
from the beginning. Although this would 
be most helpful in an ideal world, we are 
fully aware that occasionally a customer 
might require steering towards a particular 
product that we feel may be better suited 
to their requirements.”

A wide and comprehensive range starts 
with the sign locator fixing, a mechanical 
fitting. This traditional fixing is easily 
installed, discrete, an extremely durable 
and reliable product for use internally or on 
external signage. There are several types, 
sizes, and styles of this fixing available to 
be used on a variety of materials (including 
wood, Perspex, or metal signs), allowing 
complete flexibility.

Time-savers
“Nylon locators are a popular choice for 
adhering on internal applications,” says 
Paul, adding, “These fixings are cost and 
time-effective and can be easily installed. 
This fixing is suitable for internal use only 
and when purchasing it is integral to use 
the same brand (always speak with us so 
that we can advise on this).”

He continues, 
“Sign hangers 
for suspending 
signs from 
heights are 
mostly used 
in a retail 
setting or for 
safety signs. 
Available in a 
wide variety of 
options such 
as a cable 
hanger with a 
choice of bullet 
or snap hook 
ceiling fixing, 
or traditional 
strap hanger 
and wire hangers. We also offer Cable 
display systems that are used for hanging 
panelled displays floor to ceiling. This is 
a multi-functioning display system with a 
choice of both single or double vertical 
fixings, single horizontal fixing and even 
a face fixing to compliment the look in 
a very sleek satin chrome finish. These 
are manufactured from brass material for 
durability.”

“Wall fixing stand offs are for projecting 
signs from masonry, these two-part fixings 
are extremely popular for both internal and 
external use. Assorted sizes, styles and 
finishes are available and can be used on 
both large and smaller work with matching 
caps to complete a streamlined look. 
These are both contemporary and elegant 
in style when used with signage. The 
increasingly popular three-part fixing that 
is also available in satin chrome on brass. 
These are applied in a comparable way 
to the wall fixing, but have an additional 
brass part that affixes to the wall first. 
These are an excellent choice for smaller 

applications 
as they 
have a finer 
thread, whilst 
the collar 
allows for the 
location to 
be set to the 

wall before applying the barrel. We also 
have the panel clamp for the vertical or 
horizontal installation of panels.”

“Externally and internally threaded cover 
heads are the ideal flush fitting to be 
used on wayfinding signs, smaller signs, 
or poster signs. These fixings are very 
versatile with lots of styles, sizes and 
finishes available to compliment any sign. 
The internally threaded range compliments 
our stand offs for a contemporary and 
streamlined look. These can be used 
with our range of brass spacers for the 
projection of smaller panels that mimic 
the look of a wall fixing stand off . The 
internally threaded cover head is a two-
part fixing ideally used with pozi-drive 
stainless steel screws which have become 
increasingly popular with fitters as they are 
extremely time effective.”

Paul Farrant concludes, “FK Moore is 
one of the longest operating UK based 
hardware fitting companies offering 
complete staff dedication to all customers. 
Our products offer flawless finishes 
and longevity paired with durability and 
excellent value. With everchanging trends, 
many of our products can be customised 
or colour matched to the RAL colour 
chart.”

www.fkmoore.com

A wide range of fittings from FK Moore

FK Moore’s huge range of fixings are very versatile with lots of styles, sizes and finishes available to compliment any sign

FK Moore is one of the longest operating hardware fitting companies

Wall fixing stand-offs
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Signgeer provides a range of solutions for 
sign fittings and fixings. Here we take a 
look at their range specifically for banners 
and boards.

The Metro Airow is a compact, adjustable 
system for mounting banners to posts and 
walls. It keeps your banner taught and can 
deal with expansion of PVC due to wind 
and heat. 

Due to its unique canted banner arm 
design - top arm is canted up, bottom 
arm is canted down, when the banner is 
installed, the canted arms put the banner 
under tension to transfer wind force to the 
fibreglass pole producing a taut, tight and 
trim banner appearance with no sagging. It 
has been specifically designed for straight, 
fluted or tapered pole diameters 76mm 
and over. 

Tested to withstand up to 120mph the 
Metro Airow can also be wall mounted 
using pre-drilled holes within its bracket. 
If EN40 compliance is required, you will 
need to use the Euro Chieftain System. 

The Euro Chieftain system complies 
fully with the all-important Government 
Regulation EN40 which dictates the 
maximum wind load that any type of 
signage is allowed to exert onto a standard 
street lighting column. This is often a 
general requirement for local authority 
and county council tenders. Suitable for 
lamp post columns and posts from 76mm 

diameter upwards, whether straight, 
fluted or tapered. It can also be used 
for wall mounting using the pre-drilled 
holes within its bracket.

Signgeer also stock a wide range of 
aluminium sign poles ,channel and clips 
for making and fixing aluminium and 
composite sign panels with channel on the 
back for fixing to posts (they also make 
and stock blank sign panels with riveted 
channel (traditionally known as boloff). 
The sign channel can be bonded to panels 
using their Epic sign channel tape.

Eyepro Banner Eyeletting 
Machine 
If banners are part of your arsenal, 
then Signgeer’s recently 
upgraded heavy 
duty hand operated 
eyeletting machine 
has been hailed 
as the ‘The best 
Eyeletting machine 
I’ve ever used. 
Strong and effortless’. 
The Eyepro’s unique 
design eliminates the common 
problem of eyelets not self-piercing. With 
interchangeable dies for using various 
sized metal eyelets, the Eyepro can be 
bench mounted or free standing and is 
perfect for eyeletting correx as well as 
banners.

Sign Fixing Kits
Signgeer offer an extensive range of 
sign fixings, many of which are supplied 
in handy starter kits. They are approved 
stockists of Timco screws and fasteners, 
a brand renowned for cost effective 
quality fixings. Concrete anchor bolts, 
thunderbolts, expanding sleeve anchors 
and expansion bolts, along with resin/
chemical anchors for heavier loads such 
as projecting sign brackets. Plasterboard 
fixings for when conventional wall plugs 
and screws won’t hold…Signgeer carry a 
wide range of colour headed self tapping 
and self drilling screws to compliment your 
signs, as well as Snapcap, Stemfix and 
hinged screw caps and hexhead cover 
caps.  

New to the range is POLYTOPS® screws 
- a simple one piece fixing with an 
innovative encapsulated polymer head. 
This decorative fixing provides a neat and 
aesthetically pleasing finish in one quick 
and simple step with no maintenance 
needed with its corrosion resistance. 
Available in a choice of colours.

Both Snapfix® and Simplefix® UV stable 
plastic locator kits for mounting stand off 
letters and panels to walls are available 
along with the traditional stand off 
aluminium, brass and stainless steel 
locators….as well as a range of specialist 
fixings such as Fence Fix for quick and 
secure installation of signs to fencing, 
Button Fix for invisible fixing, colour 
headed rivets for permanent fixing of two 
substrates and with handy little tools and 
gadgets to assist the install such as the 
step drill -  a tool designed for easy drilling 
of the correct size hole prior to fitting stand 
off locators to a sign panel. With products 
like this, Signgeer will help save the day 
every day.

www.signgeer.com

Pole Fixings for Banners and Boards

Signgeer’s new POLYTOPS range of 
screws have an innovative polymer head

Metro Airow keeps your banner 
taught and can deal with expansion 
of PVC due to wind and heat

Signgeer’s recently 
upgraded heavy 
duty hand operated 
eyeletting machine 
has been hailed 
as the ‘The best 
Eyeletting machine 
I’ve ever used
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Sign Fittings

Fixings can often come as an afterthought 
when designing signage with clients. 
Branding guidelines, Pantone references 
and budgets take centre stage, and the 
somewhat less exciting mechanical fixings 
do not make it into conversation. The sign 
maker is then left to go out in search of the 
‘silver bullet’ fixing to help deliver the sign 
package to their expecting client.

Harry Clarke, Product Development 
Manager of Sign Trade Supplies Ltd, says, 
“We pride ourselves on stocking a vast 
array of sign fixing hardware to help bring 
these projects to life, below are some of 
our top picks to include in your workshop 
or kit bag.”

Torx Self-Coloured Security 
Screws 
Manufactured from stainless steel with a 
tough powder coat finish, the Torx screws 
offer a clean minimal aesthetic with the 
added layer of security of needing a Torx 
20 driver bit to remove. Available in 11 
standard RAL colours these screws are a 
great option for face fixing into coloured 
ACM panels on fascias & folded aluminium 
tray signs

Swing Sign Brackets 
Swing signs are a favourite among high 
street shops, restaurants and pubs 
however sourcing the correct bracket can 
sometimes be a challenge. Our top tip 
would be to design your swing sign panel 
around standard pre-made bracket. This 
will improve the turn-around time and cut 
down on custom bracket fabrication costs.  
Our swing sign brackets are manufactured 
from mild steel with a gloss black powder-
coat finish with pre-drilled fixing holes 
ready for installation.

Eyebolts, Shackles & Diamond 
Plates 
Traditional Ironmongery choices for the 
sign industry are always handy to keep 
in mind. Eyebolts, diamond plates and 
shackles can be used when hanging, 
suspending and anchoring signs. Our 
marine grade 316 Stainless Steel options 
are suitable for exterior use and will 

withstand the test of time. Quality fixings 
really add that peace of mind when 
walking away from an installation, knowing 
your sign is safe and secure should always 
be top priority.         

Wall Mounts
Never underestimate the humble acrylic 
wall mount! Now available in a wide variety 
of sizes and finishes these simple fixings 
are cost-effective and the perfect finishing 
touch to all manner of sign installations. 
From heavy duty stainless steel to 
lightweight aluminium, wall mounts can be 
a utilised both internally and externally to 
fix signage to walls of almost any material. 

Snapfix & Simplefix Locators
Hidden and discreet fixings such as 
Snapfix and Simplefix locators are typically 
used for mounting flat cut acrylic letters 
to sign fascias, however they can be 
very useful for creating minimalist sign 
installations without a visible fixing point. 
Using a 2-part methacrylate adhesive such 
as Stykra 1000, the male locators can 
be bonded to a number of standard sign 
materials and then the female cups can 
be screwed onto the final sign location. 
The sign can then be popped into place 
providing a firm but removable installation.

Don’t get your shackles in a twist 

Quality fixings really add that peace of mind 
when walking away from an installation

Stainless steel self 
coloured security screws

Snapfix fasteners are perfect for fixing 
fabricated or flat acrylic letters to a surface

Swing signs are a favourite among 
high street shops, restaurants and pubs 
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Anti-rotational Post clips
Although not the most exciting or 
aesthetically pleasing fixing, the anti-
rotational sign clip is without doubt the 
most widely used sign fixing throughout 
the United Kingdom.  The stainless-steel 
U shape clips are the tried, tested and 
approved option for national highway signs 
and help us all navigate our way around 
the roads of the UK. These fixings are not 
only suitable for highways signs, they are 
used extensively in the private industrial 
sector. The universal aluminium sign 
channel is bonded to ACM & aluminium 
sign blanks and then the sign clips hold 
the sign onto the post. 

Sign Trade Supplies stocks a huge range 
of sign post clips each designed for a 
specific post or rail diameter. With a choice 
ranging from 13mm – 273mm diameter the 
standard clips are a go to hardware option 
for post mounted signage.

Harry concludes, “Sign Trade Supplies 
aims to be the first in mind when it 
comes to sign fixings and currently holds 
thousands of items in-stock ready for 
despatch across the UK. Our solution 
orientated mindset allows us to work 
together with sign makers to provide 
creative solutions to the dynamic fixing 
requirements the sign industry requires.”

Signtradesupplies.co.uk
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Sign Fittings

iSpi Trade is a company with its roots 
and knowledge firmly in the sign industry. 
With over 25 years of experience, from 
the early days as installers to trusted sign 
trade suppliers, they are the first choice for 
many of the UK’s signage companies.

Company Director Stephen Ferrie says, 
“We have focused on supplying quality 
sign industry products, rather than trying 
to offer a huge range of items to serve 
multiple sectors. This has allowed us 
to remain competitive and maintain our 
status as the sign industry’s trusted trade 
supplier.”

Classic product range - the sign 
installers go-to product
iSpi Trade’s main product has always been 
brass flat head sign standoffs, suitable 
for a wide and varied range of projects. 
With options of sizes and projections, they 
work with several substrates from acrylic 
to brass and wood, giving a high-quality 
finish to any sign installation, both indoor 
and outdoor.

Stephen explains, “The classic standoff is 
always the go-to product for sign installers. 
We offer barrel sizes from 13mm - 75mm 
and in three different finishes, chrome, 
satin chrome and gold, to create that 
quality finish on interior and exterior 
signage.” 

Adding colour and finish
The popularity of iSpi Trade’s aluminium 
sign fittings range of products has grown 
over the years and continues to be part 
of their essential products range. There 
are seven finishes and colours, including 
satin, glossy, black, blue and red—a cost-
effective solution which offers a contrasting 
finish to a wide range of signage projects. 
One of iSpi Trade’s customers used the 
gloss aluminium fixings to great effect 
on a recent interior display project. The 
floor covering superstore had recently 
revamped its flooring display area and 
decided to use clear flame polished acrylic 
with printed product details and secured to 
the floor samples using sign fixings. 

Direct Flooring comments, “We spoke to 
iSpi Trade to discuss several products, 
including LED window displays and get 
some advice on fixing our flooring sample 
descriptions. iSpi Trade took the time to 
listen and ask questions. The gloss sign 
fixings they recommended are great and 
make it easy for us to change the signs if 
required.”

Specialist sign installations
Standard sign fixings sometimes won’t 
meet the requirements for specific jobs 
and need a specialist solution. ISpi Trade 
stock a range of non-standard fixings, 
including Signalite, which are fixings with 
a ring of LED lights. These need to be 
wired into the mains supply but are great 
for hotel lowlight hallways to help guide 
guests to their rooms. 

Another great option if you install 
signage in coastal areas is 316 Marine 
Grade Stainless Steel fixings offering a 
hardwearing solution in locations where 
weather can be extreme and where salt 
corrosion is a problem. Stephen continues, 
“Many sign installers shy away from 
Signalite fixings because they require a 
qualified electrician, but the finished look is 
excellent; they come with a remote control 
to change the colour and settings.”

New trends in sign fixings?
Stephen concludes, “We constantly get 
asked for certain types of products, but 
we need to be sure there is a market for 
them so we can offer competitive prices. 
We started to get a few enquiries about 
Clear Acrylic Sign Fixings and decided 
we could supply them to our customers 
at a reasonable price; they are now one 
of our top sellers. The clear acrylic fixings 
give the signs an enhanced hidden fixing 
effect as they are almost invisible from a 
distance.”

ispitrade.com

I Spy great fittings

Acrylic sign fixings are now a top seller. They give the signs an enhanced hidden fixing effect as they are almost invisible from a distance

Aluminium sign fittings poularity has 
grown over the years and is now an 
essential part of iSpi’s product range

Top tip
Sign standoffs are the perfect solution 
for uneven or textured surfaces as the 
projection will lift the substrate away 
from the wall, ensuring a professional 
finish.”The Simply Non PVC self 
adhesive products utilise only water 
based adhesives, a move away from 
solvent adhesives enhancing the 
environmental benefits of the range. 
The polypropylene face film is U.K. 
manufactured and the coating process 
is also carried out in the UK hence 
lowering carbon footprint.
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www.eurobond-adhesives.co.uk
Tel. 01795 427888

Open up new revenue streams 
with Eurobond’s UV Light adhesive

Make acrylic indoor signs, awards, display cases, POS, 
decorative artworks and so much more!
Eurobond’s UV light curing adhesive bonds in seconds, 
giving you an optically clear finish.

• No crazing or cracking

• No spoilt/wasted acrylic

• Bond acrylic, glass & metals

• Contact us for a free demonstration

118801 UV Light Glue Advert.indd   1118801 UV Light Glue Advert.indd   1 05/04/2022   14:1005/04/2022   14:10
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Large format print business VGL is 
a technology-driven company that 
required a more mature and streamlined 
approach to colour. Particularly across 
their retail and transport work, they 
needed the confidence that colour would 
be reproduced accurately as well as 
consistently over time. That’s why they 
turned to GMG ColorServer Digital to keep 
colours consistent across a dozen large 
format digital devices as well as a small 
format SRA3-size Indigo.

Founded in 1976, VGL is located across 
three sites in Reading, where their digital 
and screen-printing operations produce 
print for applications including retail, 
transport, outdoor media and display. 
The GMG software is used at their two 
digital printing sites at Elgar Road and 
Smallmead. The initial driver for VGL to 
install GMG was colour control, with VGL 
Managing Director, Daniel Field, referring 
to GMG as “a brand respected for decades 
in colour”. It soon became apparent to 
VGL that the software would also make 
them more efficient, both in terms of time 
and process waste. 

Daniel Field comments further: 
“Consistency over time of brand 
reproduction is essential for us across 
all the sectors we deal in. When you’re 
recreating retail brands, you’re a custodian 
of those brand colours, and the ability to 
produce them accurately time and time 
again is paramount. With commercial fleet, 
you have multiple vehicles that all need to 
be uniform in colour”. VGL has several roll-
to-roll machines printing transport vinyl, 
which all run the same jobs on the same 
materials, making this a focus area for 
colour consistency, with other applications 
being fabrics, dye sublimation and flatbeds 
using rigid boards.

When reprinting damaged fleet graphics, 
VGL previously found it more difficult and 
time-consuming to achieve consistent 
colours to the original print job. GMG 
ColorServer has not only sped up the 
process, but it’s also made results 
more consistent, providing complete 
confidence with replacement panel 
production. That’s because the built-in 
and accurate calibration function from 
GMG SmartProfiler allows VGL to quickly 
and easily recalibrate to a reference 
condition for stable print behaviour, and to 
compensate colour drifts for variations of 
substrate colour/white points and different 
print modes.

With their retail POS print, VGL’s 
production spans different processes, 
presses and, crucially, multiple materials 
– including cards, plastics and recycled 
boards. VGL’s Technical Director, Rupert 
Dadd explains why they needed to 
manage colour and automate the process 
in this area: “The old way of doing it 
before GMG was to run test prints for 
presses you’re printing similar materials 
on and make manual adjustments for 
each of those machines to get them all 
aligned. Whereas GMG does all that work 
beforehand, so it doesn’t need to be done 
on every single job. The GMG system is 
easier to use with fewer steps to create 
a profile; Traditionally, you’d be losing a 
machine for significant periods, whereas 
with GMG, it’s undertaken at speed.” The 
majority of jobs print within VGL’s 1 Delta 
E target tolerance first time, presenting 
substantial time and cost savings.

Using GMG ColorServer has delivered 
significant efficiencies in prepress for VGL. 
When any changes are made 
to the file input data, GMG 
ColorServer automatically 
converts RGB, CMYK, spot 
colours and mixed data for 
all presses and profiles, 
without VGL’s prepress team 
having to manually tweak 
colour data. Built-in spectral 
profiling from GMG OpenColor 
also provides superior spot 
colour separations and allows 
for precise prediction and 
optimised test charts for the 
business’ digital printing.

On working with GMG, Daniel Field 
summarises: “From the first conversation 
to the point of implementation, training 
and aftercare, it’s been an effortless 
relationship. The GMG team showed 
confidence in the products and offered 
them on a sale-by-results basis. Very 
early on, we knew GMG were going to 
completely deliver against the brief we’d 
provided.”

GMG Sales Manager, Paul Williams, was 
the main contact for VGL’s implementation 
of GMG software. He comments: “We 
were introduced to VGL as they’d been 
asked to match to FOGRA39 print 
conditions. It soon became apparent that 
they would also benefit from matching 
colour across devices and substrates, and 
that ColorServer Digital would solve both 
challenges. It’s been a pleasure helping 
VGL to achieve their colour goals.”

www.gmgcolor.com 
www.vgl.co.uk 

A confident approach to matching colours 
efficiently

You already know what we do - design exciting 
cutting edge products. We innovate whilst others 
follow, but our purpose goes further through our 
our commitment to environmental well-being 
and a circular economy. We have actively reduced 
our plastic packaging by 90% and are constantly 
developing di� erent strategies that reduce our 
waste and carbon footprint, minimising our 
environmental impact for the bene� t of everyone.

Our commitment to sustainability.
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The sign fitters’ choice - Ecolux Mini.

M I N I

Portland Lighting, today’s      
foremost innovative lighting, 
delivered tomorrow.

Don’t just take our word for it, here’s what our customers think.
“We’ve been customers of Portland Lighting for a long time and they have never let
us down - Dave and the team do a fantastic job!” - Sandra Gill

“A very professional team, and really happy with the product quality and reliability.
Will de� nitely be ordering again!” - Sam Topham

Ecolux Mini is the UK’s Number 1 best-selling trough light system, ideal for retail, 
brewery and restaurant signage programmes. The best things are always simple       
and this LED sign light is jam packed full of new ideas and innovative design.

Ecolux Mini is the UK’s Number 1 best selling trough light system.

 PORTLANDLIGHTING.CO.UKVERY COMPETITIVE PRICES NEXT DAY DELIVERY5 5 YEAR WARRANTY

Portland Lighting Ltd, Unit 2, Reedswood Park Road, Walsall WS2 8DQ

Telephone: 01922 721133 
Email: sales@portlandlighting.co.uk
www.portlandlighting.co.uk

The new IP68 connector is concealed within 
a new cast aluminium chamber and sits 
comfortably in a step grommet allowing cables 
to freely pass through for easy installation of 
longer runs.

The new sleek and stylish 45mm casing 
is the slimmest available in the UK with 
integral drivers.

Smart new cast end caps with rear entry
cable glands tidy and conceal unsightly
cables from view.

Behind Ecolux Mini’s 90° magnifying lens, the 
superb 1650 lumen 14.4W  per metre LEDs 
deliver a punch to sign fascias and an unrivalled 
performance of even illumination.

Protected by UK Registered Design 6021380
The brilliantly designed Multi Bracket is double 
slotted, allowing the � tter in an instant to 
orientate the back plate � xing position from 
horizontal to vertical.

1 2 3

The clip � x uses a clever and unique spring clip 
� xing captive in the channel at the rear of the 
sign light. The clip slides and springs over a 
retaining nipple on the bracket � xing.

4

45
m

m

Find out more at www.portlandlighting.co.uk/ecolux-mini
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Agfa UK has gained a new customer in 
Milton Keynes, Format Graphics Ltd., 
who have installed an Avinci CX3200 dye 
sublimation printer to satisfy their growing 
soft signage requirements.

Format Graphics, formed in 2012, 
specialise in large format printing, mainly 
in the form of signage and point of sale, 
for exhibitions and events. They complete 
many bespoke projects for head office 
refits and museums too, but their core 
customer base is made up of exhibition 
companies and design agencies. Their 
turnover is around £2m per year.

Format Graphics employ 16 people 
at their facility in Stonebridge, Milton 
Keynes which they purchased four years 
ago. They work across administration, 
production and finishing, including full time 
fitters who install the POS for their clients. 
In production their two main hybrid print 
engines, a 2m and a 3.2m, satisfy their 
vinyl, Foamex, Dibond and acrylic print 
requirements but as their demand for soft 
signage increased, they required a new 
engine to cope with the volume.

“We purchased a Mimaki JV5 printer six 
years ago when we first started fabric 
printing, it always produced quality results, 
but it’s now old technology and too slow 

for our current demand. We looked at 
three machines as potential replacements 
and sent them all test files to assess the 
quality of print and the results of the Agfa 
Avinci CX3200 dye sublimation printer was 
undoubtedly the best, even though it only 
offers 4 colours.” Said Baz Ogle, Owner/
Managing Director of Format Graphics.

The business purchased the Agfa Avinci 
CX3200 roll-to-roll printer that can print 
both directly to textile and to transfer 
paper at a speed of up to 270m2 per hour 
and it was installed at the end of 2021. 
During 2022 the fabric printing side of 
the business continues to grow and now 
represents around 20% of the company’s 
turnover. Soft POS is especially popular 
in retail where it’s easy to fold-up and post 
out to store in a jiffy bag for staff to affix in 
an existing frame. Baz confirmed that he 
has been “blown away” by the quality and 
reliability of the new printer.

“The installation took two days and by day 
3 we were printing live jobs as part of the 
training. It now takes us less than a day 
to print the same volume it used to take 
us a week to produce. The speed, quality 
and colours are excellent. We kept the old 
machine as a back-up, but we’ve had no 
need to use it in the past 5 months. We’ve 
not had to call out anyone from Agfa since 

installation and there has been no down time. 
It’s churning through work quickly and it hasn’t 
missed a nozzle on the print heads at all.”

“It’s not just the printer from Agfa that has 
been impressive, the finance package 
offered really helped with the decision 
to move and the experienced engineers 
made the installation and training 
enjoyable too. I must make special 
mention of Arnas Ceckauskas from Agfa 
who helped with the installation, we found 
him to be so knowledgeable in fabric print 
work and he also helped us pair the Agfa 
Avinci printer to the Monti Rotary Calender 
unit quickly and with amazing results.”

Whilst the new engine has been busy 
this year with the current demand for soft 
signage, Baz is keen to expand into new 
products with the machine when time 
allows. As the new Avinci now prints to 
paper too for transfers, which is important 
for stretchy fabrics, it will allow the 
business to enter new markets.

Last word from Baz, “The positive 
experience we have had moving to Agfa 
means we will certainly be more open to 
including them when we scope our new 
print machine requirements in the future.”

www.agfa.com

Format Graphics a new customer for Agfa

Baz Ogle, Owner of Format Graphics (left) with Paul Fitch from Agfa (right)
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M E T A L S  &  P L A S T I C S
EXPERTISE • COLLABORATION • INTEGRITY

THE SPECIALIST SUPPLIER  
OF METALS & PLASTICS 
TO THE SIGN & DISPLAY 
INDUSTRY

www.rightonblackburns.co.uk I sales@rblimited.co.uk
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n Comprehensive range of high-quality raw   
 materials
n In-house processing and semi fabrication   
 facilities
n Technical support from leading manufacturers
n Continuity of supply
n Next day delivery from locally held stock
n 10 Service Centres nationwide  
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Hollywood Monster invests in an 
EFI VUTEk Q5r from CMYUK
Birmingham-based Hollywood Monster 
has installed an EFI VUTEk Q5r from 
CMYUK to cope with demand after a 
record-breaking four months. 

This is the tenth VUTEk printer the 
company has purchased from CMYUK in 
a relationship that began almost 17 years 
ago. It coincides with Hollywood Monster’s 
30th anniversary, and is the first VUTEk 
printer the company has purchased 
without first seeing a demonstration. 

“We’re buying total quality, a highly 
engineered product with a good return 
on investment that we have maximum 
faith in,” says Simon McKenzie, CEO, 
Hollywood Monster. 

The need for the purchase is the result 
of a buoyant order book for 2022 that 
includes firm commitment from retailers, 
supermarkets, and a number of large 
sporting events. To cope with the volume 
and speed required, Hollywood Monster 
needed to replace one of its older 5m 
printers, an EFI VUTEk GS5000r that has 
been a tireless workhorse for a decade. 

“The GS5000r has output millions of pounds 
worth of work, so it’s definitely earned its 
keep but it’s too slow now,” says Simon.

The Q5r was chosen for its phenomenal 
industrial printing capacity. “We’ve ordered 
this printer purely for quality high volume 
output. We’ve not added any extras like 
eight colours or white inks because our 
HS125 Pros and 5r covers this. We just 
wanted a 5m printer to reliably keep 
pumping out high quality print,” he says. 

EFI Technology – underpinning 
company growth 
Hollywood Monster bought its first VUTEk 
printer in 2006 purchasing a QS2000 
UV hybrid from CMYUK. Up until this 
point it had been using NUR and Scitex 
equipment.

From then to now, Hollywood Monster has 
remained loyal to EFI, using its technology  
to underpin its  business growth. However, 
where Simon feels EFI VUTEk really 
made a great leap forward is with the 
HS125 Pro 3.2m UV LED flatbed and the 
high-speed roll-to-roll 5m EFI VUTEK 5r 
UV LED, which offers a re-engineered 
printing algorithm for newly developed 
white printing modes, increased speed and 
enhanced quality. 

“Like the HS125 Pro and the h5, the Q5r 
really pushes performance. Compared to 
the generation of GS machines before, it’s 
like chalk and cheese. We’re buying the 
new printer for nearly the same price as 
we did the old GS but this is more robust, 
more finely tuned, performs to another 
level. The price just doesn’t reflect this, it’s 
very affordable,” he says.  

The staff – lifeblood of the 
business
At the helm of the family business are 
three directors, brothers Simon and 
Andrew McKenzie plus brother-in-law Tim 
Andrews. Staff turnover is very low, with 
the average length of service topping 12.5 
years per head, with a number of staff 
racking up over 20 years. While continual 
investment in technology facilitates the 
work, Simon insists that it’s the production 
staff that make it all possible, working as 
one towards a common goal.

The days prior to Lockdown in March 
2020 were extremely challenging as the 
company’s exhibitions and events clients 
in UK and Europe cancelled jobs, wiping 
off over £1.5m from the order book. Now 
safely on the other side, Simon says 
both himself and his fellow directors 
were immensely proud of how the staff 
dealt with those unchartered dark days – 
something they will never forget. 

“During Lockdown, our workforce came 
into its own producing PPE, safety 
signage, and floor graphics. Staff had 
been at home for eight weeks – terrified for 

their jobs, suffering with their nerves – not 
to mention their mental health but when 
we called them back in, they absolutely 
smashed it. We all did. We produced over 
£2.5m worth of floor graphics. Who would 
have foreseen that these printers could 
have put PPE into offices, travel hubs 
and the like? It was an amazing use of 
our equipment, transforming print into an 
essential service.”

Future focus
Hollywood Monster has now recruited 
several new staff members in line with its 
primary focus to retain clients and grow 
with them. Business has never been so 
good, and Hollywood wants to ensure 
that its customer service never loses its 
edge. 

Says Simon, “We want to make sure all 
our customers feel loved and that there’s 
nowhere else they want to go. The new 
staff are dealing with a 20% increase 
of client spend which equates to about 
another £1.8 million in sales. We want to 
continue to stand out from the crowd. We 
are here 7 days a week and offer a same 
day service whether that be a Saturday, 
Sunday, Tuesday or Wednesday. It’s all 
about trusting that Hollywood Monster can 
deliver every single time. We’re certain 
that we’re talking to the right kind of clients 
and will grow with them.  This confidence 
has led us to purchase the new EFI 
VUTEk Q5r, which we believe will help us 
deliver an even better service.”

www.cmyuk.com

Robin East from CMYUK between brothers Simon McKenzie 
and Andrew McKenzie from Hollywood Monster
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Yorkshire based signage and graphics 
business, Leading Edge, has invested in 
an Agfa Tauro S 3.2m wide-format ink jet 
print engine. The new machine, installed 
in early March, has provided additional 
capacity, better quality print at a greater 
speed and with energy saving benefits too.

Leading Edge Signage & Graphics has 
been based near Wakefield since it was 
established 15 years ago.  It moved to 
its larger current site 5 years ago and 
has continued to grow. This year it is 
forecast to hit c:£5m turnover, a growth 
of almost £2m in the past 12 months. The 
company provides signage and graphics 
for a broad base of customers including 
large high street retailers and construction 
clients. They employ 42 staff including 12 
fitting teams travelling across the UK, a 
fabrication department, graphic production, 
internal design studio, sales and project 
managers and even have an in-house 
laser cutting, powder coating and wet 
spraying facility.  It’s a business that offers 
a truly diverse service to a broad base 
of customers and it’s that flexibility that 
helped their growth to continue over the 
recent pandemic period.

“We have provided a total signage and 
internal graphics/POS solution to a 

number of national high street retailer 
brands for many years.” Said Matthew 
Evans, Founder and Managing Director 
of Leading Edge. “They prefer a total 
solution and that’s what we are geared 
up to offer. So, whether we are sending 
our installation team to up-spec light 
boxes with LED technology across 
the UK or sending out service vinyls 
to individual branches to full external 
signage and internal POS solutions for a 
new shop, we can handle it. And I think 
that the way we are structured to offer 
flexible support for our clients, helped 
us to quickly adjust to supplying sneeze 
screens and covid POS during the 
pandemic.”

The business has continued to invest with 
over £1 million spent in the past year to 
keep their capability where it needs to be 
to service clients. The new Agfa Tauro 
print engine was part of that investment, 
explains Graphics Production Manager, 
Andrew Gallagher.

“The new Tauro comes with all the latest 
technology, such as UV LED Lamps 
reducing the heat and energy output 
and it prints on both roll to roll and rigid 
materials. But most importantly, it gives us 
better print quality at a much higher speed 

and we are now planning to run the engine 
24hours a day, 7 days a week. All the print 
we used to place on two printers can now 
be done on the new Tauro and that will 
increase with the introduction of a night 
shift.”

Andrew confirmed that it was a natural 
choice to upgrade to another Agfa print 
engine. When asked about the Agfa USP, 
he said that aside from producing quality 
machines, they offer a complete service 
including the Asanti workflow software 
solution and a team of established and 
knowledgeable engineers that respond 
quickly to any issues. Agfa also offer 
a financial support package that really 
assists with any upgrading of a machine, 
they allow the Agfa customer to lease 
whilst purchasing on loan periods ranging 
from 3 to 5 years and with zero deposit 
options available they are assisting in all 
areas of the purchase.

“Our plan for the future is all about growth 
and diversity of product/service offering 
and we’d ideally like that to be aided by a 
second Taura print engine at some stage. 
All positive news for Agfa.” Concluded 
Andrew.

www.agfa.com

Leading Edge invest in an Agfa Tauro 
to deliver growth plan

Andrew Gallagher Graphics Production Manager (left) at Leading Edge Signs & Graphics with Paul Fitch from Agfa (right)
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Leeds-based wide-format printing and 
signage specialist Imageco recently used 
Drytac SpotOn SynTac and ViziPrint Deco 
+ to produce a range of striking POS 
and window graphics for world-famous 
footwear brand Dr. Martens at its new test 
and learn concept store on Carnaby Street 
in London. All of the graphics were printed 
using Imageco’s HP Latex 800W printer, 
with its eco-friendly water-based inks.

Imageco was introduced to Dr. Martens 
by Syn Retail, a local design agency and 
existing client of Imageco that works with 
a host of global brands across retail and 
activations. Syn Retail had been working 
with Dr. Martens for some time, so when 
the shoe brand was seeking to create 
a new test and learn store, Syn Retail 
recommended Imageco to produce the 
graphics. 

Imageco, which holds the key ISO 14001 
environmental standard, leapt at the 
chance to work with Dr. Martens on the 
sustainable brief. Armed with its deep 
knowledge of eco-friendly print solutions, 
Imageco identified two Drytac products as 
the best solutions for the project. 

SpotOn SynTac, a PVC-free polypropylene 
wall graphic media, was used to produce 

exterior graphics for the front of the store 
to cover up work during its refurbishment. 
As SpotOn SynTac does not require any 
lamination and is easy to both apply and 
remove after use, it was ideal for the short-
term graphics.

Imageco also selected ViziPrint Deco +, 
a high-quality clear window film, for the 
production of interior graphics for the 
store windows. ViziPrint Deco + delivered 
a high-quality print and allowed natural 
light to pass through into the store, while 
the product also met the strict sustainable 
criteria for the job.

On the usability of the Drytac solutions, 
Imageco Managing Director Nathan 
Swinson-Bullough says: “We have been 
working with Drytac products for some 
time now. Following the success of this 
project – and in particular the quality of 
the final prints and how easy we found the 
media to work with – this amount of use is 
about to be elevated,” 

Imageco deployed its HP Latex 800W 
printer, supplied by Perfect Colours, to 
produce all the graphics for the project. 
This, Nathan said, allowed the company to 
deliver an even more sustainable service to 
Dr. Martens. Imageco was one of the first 

UK customers to install the HP Latex 800W 
printer, back in January 2021. The printer 
offers a suite of features including the 
whitest white ink that does not yellow over 
time, enabling print businesses to produce 
neater outlines and add more contrast. 

The HP Latex 800W can print at speeds 
of up to 36 m2/hr (388 ft2/hr) and delivers 
vivid colours and finer image details. It 
also operates using water-based inks 
delivered in HP Eco Cartons, made from 
cardboard material, reducing the amount 
of plastic used by 80%. 

“HP Latex inks are water-based, which 
means they met the job criteria really well. 
The fact that the ink is also vegan fitted in 
perfectly with Dr. Martens’ range of vegan 
boot products,” Nathan said. 

“Add in that the inks also deliver the sharp 
quality needed for short run POS and 
internal graphics, and are GOLD GUARD 
certified and free of VOCs, they proved to 
be the perfect solution.

“Dr. Martens loved the work and were 
really appreciative of our efforts. The 
company is leading by example in how the 
future of more sustainable retail should 
look.”

Imageco helps Dr. Martens take a 
sustainable step forward

Drytac SpotOn SynTac, printed on an HP Latex 800W printer, was used to produce exterior 
graphics for the front of the Dr. Martens store to cover up work during its refurbishment.
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Barnsley-based family-run sign-making 
business Turner Signs used Drytac Polar 
Street FX outdoor PVC-free aluminium 
print media, supplied by Signmaster 
Systems, to create a striking exterior wall 
graphic for new local Mexican restaurant 
ICO.

ICO recently opened its doors at a unique 
location in the city of Wakefield, with the 
restaurant being based underground in a 
former bank vault. 

Having worked with Turner Signs on 
several print and signage projects for 
its other restaurants, ICO once again 
approached the sign-maker to help raise 
awareness of its new location and promote 
its food to the people of Wakefield.

ICO tasked Turner Signs with filling an 
unusual brick wall space with its Mexican-
inspired artwork, but with the additional 
challenge for the installation to have an 
authentic Mexican style.

Turner Signs first considered printed 
aluminium composite board for the job, but 
after seeing Drytac Polar Street FX on the 
Drytac Instagram page, it quickly became 
clear that the Drytac media would be a 
much better fit for the appearance that ICO 
desired.

Turner Signs, a long-term user of Drytac 
products across a wide range of jobs, 
used its Mimaki CJV-150 to print the 
unique design onto Drytac Polar Street 
FX, before applying the graphic to the wall 
space.

“The customer was absolutely blown away 
with the final result,” Turner Signs’ Director 
Curt Turner said. “We have been working 
with Drytac media for about four years and 
know how flexible their products are for 
jobs like this.”

Drytac Polar Street FX is a PVC-free, 
aluminium media suitable for outdoor floor 
and wall graphics, without the need for 
lamination. Boasting several slip-ratings, 
Polar Street FX has been specifically 
developed for rough ground or wall 
surfaces such as brick, concrete, asphalt, 
or any other low energy surfaces. 

Coated on one side with a clear, high 
tack adhesive, Drytac Polar Street FX is 
compatible with latex, UV and eco solvent 
printing technology.

Turner Signs eye-catching wall graphic 

Antalis display boards for Ariana Grande
Antalis supplied its fluted display board and 
DISPA® for the project in which environmental 
considerations were paramount.

The environmentally-friendly point of 
sale solutions were created by London-
based print and point of sale specialist 
POSITIVE+ for Ariana Grande’s ethical 
new fragrance, ‘God is a Woman’.

With a constant focus on environmental 
considerations, POSITIVE+ measures, 
and aims to reduce, the environmental 
impact of its design, materials and 
processes, supply chain, delivery, logistics 
and end of life. Sourcing eco-friendly 
substrates for the point of sale solutions 
was an important factor in meeting the 
environmental goals of both POSITIVE+ 
and their client, Designer Parfums.

For the floor standing display units, 
POSITIVE+ selected sustainably sourced 
Displayflute E/B Flute corrugated board 
for the main unit, back panel and tester 
plinth. An E-flute corrugate was chosen 

for the tester on display tray, the base and 
plinth of the countertop unit. As well as 
being lightweight and strong, Displayflute 
corrugated boards are biodegradable and 
easy to recycle after use.

The ‘free gift’ and perfume bottle plaques 
on the tester display tray were made 
from DISPA, an environmentally-friendly 
alternative to foam boards.

POSITIVE+ had used these sustainable 
products from Antalis before and selected 
the materials with confidence in achieving 
the high-quality finish they were looking for.

POSITIVE+’s Chief Commercial and 
Sustainability Officer, Tony Dennington, 
commented: “A lot of our clients are now 
requesting sustainable solutions, such as 
cardboard engineering, as an alternative 
to acrylic fabrication. Antalis offer some 
great products to deliver sustainable 
design without compromising on the 
premium finish that our clients have come 
to expect.”

Visual Communications Director at Antalis, 
Chris Green, comments: “Sustainability 
starts with good consultation at the 
design stage so we were delighted to 
be able to support POSITIVE+ and their 
client, Designer Parfums, in selecting 
display products that would align with 
their environmental goals and present the 
new Ariana Grande fragrance in the best 
possible way.”

www.antalis.co.uk
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Glasgow-based graphics, signage, design, 
and install business Novograf recently 
used Soyang Bild Ceramic vinyl from 
Soyang Europe to complete a series 
of innovative and eye-catching printed 
surface projects. 

Novograf offers a wide range of services 
but specialises in commercial fit-outs and 
surface solutions, working with customers 
across various markets to transform all 
kinds of environments through the power of 
print. As a long-term customer of Soyang 
Europe, Novograf has used a host of 
products from the supplier to complete 
surface-based applications over the past 
three years. 

Two recent projects that have caught the eye 
were both printed on Soyang Bild vinyl. This 
clear multi-purpose material can be used 
for a wide variety of applications such as 
retail/POP, floor mats, countertop mats, pole 
wraps, trade show booths, anti-fatigue mats, 
temporary wall graphics and much more.

For the first project, Novograf produced 
graphics, custom surfaces and flooring 
applications for pet store chain Pets at 
Home, helping transform the look of their 
shops in locations across the UK. The 
ongoing relationship includes the supply 
of floor graphics which have innovative 
anti-slip features to ensure the safety of 
customers and staff alike.

These floor graphics are created in a 
range of sizes and supplied in sections to 
allow for easy installation in Pets at Home 
stores. Strong bonding adhesive ensures 
the graphics remain in place, while the 
hard-wearing quality of Soyang Bild means 
the graphics will withstand heavy footfall 
and retain their sharp printed quality.

“We have a long-standing relationship 
with Pets at Home, working with them 
across all of their UK stores to produce 
everything from graphics and custom 
surface solutions to the flooring you 
see throughout the stores,” said Ross 
Campbell, Digital Business Development 
Manager at Novograf. 

The second project saw Novograf deploy 
Soyang Bild Ceramic vinyl to showcase its 
production capabilities at the Surface Design 
Show, with the aim of expanding its reach 
into the architect and designer market.

Novograf used the Soyang Europe product 
to create a custom wood and tile floor 
with a printed graphic – featuring mosaic 

tiles and fish – giving the impression of a 
pool running through the floor. This was 
installed on its stand ready for the event in 
February and demonstrated the company’s 
excellent attention to detail and the 
durability of the flooring.

“The way we were able to print on the floor 
to give depth of design and detail was a 

showstopper for attendees,” Ross said. 
“The graphics were well received by every 
person who saw them.”

Soyang Bild vinyl is available in 1.52m 
and 3.04m widths in both ceramic and 
woodgrain emboss.

www.soyang.co.uk

Novograf uses Soyang Bild Ceramic vinyl to 
produce duo of stylish applications 

Novograf has produced graphics, custom surfaces and flooring applications for pet store 
chain Pets at Home, helping transform the look of their shops in locations across the UK.

Novograf also deployed Soyang Bild Ceramic vinyl to showcase 
its production capabilities at the Surface Design Show.
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Twycross Zoo’s latest visitor attraction, 
The Gruffalo Discovery Land, has been 
brought to life with a stunning range of 
graphics and signs from leading large 
format print and installation experts 
MacroArt.

Collaborating with themed attraction 
specialists Richard Matthews Associates 
Ltd. (RMA), MacroArt helped deliver 
the graphical impact for Twycross Zoo’s 
exciting new themed area. Covering four 
acres, The Gruffalo Discovery Land brings 
to life the much-loved characters from the 
bestselling children’s book and aims to 
inspire children to consider the importance 
of conservation and the natural world 
around them. 

The team at MacroArt spent more than 40 
person-days creating and installing over 
850 square metres of graphics for the 
attraction, working alongside Twycross 
Zoo’s design team to make sure it was 
ready for the VIP opening event at the end 
of March.

Gary Baker – Senior Project Manager at 
MacroArt, oversaw the extensive project, 
from initially surveying the complex site, 
carpentry, flooring, and electrical work, 
to printing more than 80 separate dye 
sublimated fabrics and fitting them to 
almost 1.2 km of curved SWAL tracking. 
In addition, an array of ACM panels and 
bespoke circular lightboxes were installed 
around the site, further enhancing the 
visitor experience. 

Due to the nature of different materials 
used across the site, MacroArt’s dye-
sublimation, UV and bespoke departments 
worked across the project with the 
installation team bringing everything 
together on site. 

Sustainability played a key role in the 
project which used a combination of 
PVC-free, recyclable materials and 
reusable panels wherever possible, with 
all waste materials returned to MacroArt 
for processing through its accredited waste 
recycling channels.

Twycross Zoo’s graphic designer, Ben 
Watson, was impressed with the speed and 
effectiveness of the collaboration; “Bringing 
a display of this size and complexity to life 
in such a short time was a real challenge, 
and I was glad to have the professional 
team at MacroArt support us in achieving 
such an impressive result.”

Nigel Knight, Managing Director of RMA, 
added; “We are delighted with The Gruffalo 
Discovery Land and MacroArt’s graphics 
have played a large part in delivering the 
impact for this new adventure. 

“It was incredibly rewarding to work so 
effectively with the teams from MacroArt 
and Twycross Zoo to deliver this project, 
on time, on spec and to such a high level 
of quality, especially given the challenging 
deadlines and very involved installation 
procedures.”

Mike Hamling, MacroArt’s Project Lead 
said; “The whole team at MacroArt 
provided a seamless delivery of this 
impressive operation. It was great to see 
so many of our departments working so 
well together to achieve a common goal.”

The Gruffalo Discovery Land is now open 
at Twycross Zoo and welcoming visitors. 

www.macroart.co.uk

MacroArt’s stunning graphics prove there is 
such a thing as a Gruffalo!
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Anyone who’d dedicate the time and 
effort required to seek out a specialist 
like Doncaster based Shy Tot Graphics, 
and engage them to design, develop and 
apply a wrap, is certain to be happy to 
be labelled ‘an enthusiast.’ Where you 
find one enthusiast, you’ll find others of 
the same persuasion and on-line forums 
have provided a central point for the really 
committed to meet.

It’ll come as no surprise to hear that Shy 
Tot’s Andrew Atkinson is, himself, an 
enthusiast and that he’s had some very 
desirable cars of his own. Among the most 
recent was a BMW M4. Anything from 
BMW’s range wearing a capital ‘M’ has 
some serious intent behind its design but, 
despite that, Andrew recently traded up - 
to a Toyota Yaris. It is, of course, a GR.

Andrew met another GR owner in a forum 
recently and the conversation veered 
toward personalising the already rare and 
highly individual car. Turning the GR into a 
WRC barn-find didn’t just engage the car’s 
owner. He wanted it.

So began the design process. 
Anyone who has wrapped anything will 
appreciate the deeper levels of complexity 
that underpin the design of Shy Tots’ 
barn-find wraps. Simply digitising a dirty-
looking painted surface and draping it over 
a car will not yield the result that Shy Tot 
achieves. For that reason, Shy Tot was set 
up to extend design services to wrapping 
companies for barn-finds and indeed other 
wrap graphics in addition to undertaking its 
own wrap work.

The design for the GR Yaris is based on 
a WRC car. To that extent, the graphics 
represent a perfect facsimile. Layered 
upon that though is the myriad effects that 
make the wrap a ‘barn find.’ 

Prepare for some detail…
For starters, the graphics seek to establish 
that the paint is white and weathering 
badly. So, a dulling effect makes it look 
as though the paint is oxidising. Oxidised 
paint picks up stains readily when water 
flows over it after some time and the water, 

falling from the sky remember, finds its 
own route to the floor over the panels. As 
it does, it leaves ‘signature stains.’ These 
stains are perfectly interpreted, imposed 
on the design, and then printed and 
applied in Shy Tot’s wrap. 

Water flowing off a car washes all manner 
of detritus with it. On the GR, the cills 
appear to have let the physical matter 
accumulate and breed. So, what we have 
is a slimy deposit of green matter that you 
could wipe away with a finger - or rather 
you could if it wasn’t print.

Graphical elements have taken a real 
pounding, at least that’s how the wrap 
design contrives to make it look. The 
graphics represents another paint layer 
and it has been broken through in places, 
for example where stones would have 
sprayed off the front wheels. Rust scabs 
make an appearance where the virtual 
damage has found steel.

Rust adds a key design accent to the 
wraps and makes a big contribution to its 
authenticity. Strategically located and very 
faithful to the real-world modes of failure 
paint would cause, the panel edges in 
particular really look the part. So does the 
filler flap.

Crazing is another paint failure type you’d 
expect to find somewhere on a barn find and 
you won’t look far to find some on the GR 
Yaris. It’s all over the rear bumper and again, 
very authentically rendered give the plastic 

Barn find style wraps have arrived

Creating authentic ‘signature stains’ that immitates rust and oxidising paint, which picks 
up dirt and stains as water from rain finds it’s natural route to the ground, is a challenge.

ISSUE 203 JULY/AUG 2022	 32	Sign Update

PROJECT News



that’s underneath it. It’s this level of detail 
that elevates this wrap beyond the ordinary.

Speaking of tiny detail, this wrap has 
bought a guest along for a fast lap. It’s a 
pulverised insect - don’t know exactly what 
type of insect it is but most of the anatomy 
is there, albeit splattered over the virtual 
paint and crusting over very nicely.

Seen from a distance the barn-find wrap 
makes a big impression and the immediate 
thing that most observers want is a closer 

look. They’re not disappointed. The closer 
you get the better Shy Tot’s work looked. 
Everyone wants to touch it, too - is it real, 
or printed.

It’s printed. On MetaCast MDC as it 
happens. MDC is Metamark’s next 
generation premium cast wrapping film. 
It knows how to handle print detail and 
in expert hand it’s capable of really great 
things. Together with its matching MGC 
(premium cast overlaminate) it’s the total 
wrapper’s package. 

Shy Tot Graphics knows how to ask a 
bit more of a wrapping film and how to 
get it. It’s results are nothing less than 
brilliant. Let’s not forget design though. It’s 
worth remembering that every tiny detail 
comprising a barn find design has a job to 
do and it need to be in precisely the right 
position after the film has landed. 

If you fancy having a go at producing a 
barn find of your own but don’t have the 
appetite to tackle the design - give Shy Tot 
a call. It’s an art they’ve made their own.  



3mm ALUMINIUM COMPOSITE

MILL FINISH ALUMINIUM

EXTERIOR MDF

Colours   add 10% for Gold & Silver

(All available colours - 10mm & 19mm available in white only)

Height
Coloured

£20 + VAT  minimum charge + carriage

£20 + VAT  minimum charge + carriage

£20 + VAT  minimum charge + carriage(Dibond, Alupanel)

£20 + VAT  minimum charge + carriage

£20 + VAT  minimum charge + carriage

(Comes in its raw form ready for coating)
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MOULDED ACRYLIC LETTERING
Height
Colours*

152mm 203mm 254mm 305mm 380mm 457mm 610mm

7.12 10.70 16.82 18.39 24.94 29.56 51.91

2022 Price List

DESIGN |  FABRICATION |  INSTALL ATION

Add 20% for locators and paper template
Add 30% for double sided tape

Add 30% for 3mm letters
Add 20% VAT

Delivery at £20.00 on all orders up to £300

 (Includes locators and paper template)

mercury phillips

Since the company was established over 50years ago, two generations of the family have 
strived to maintain the personal approach and conscientious values which were so important
to the founder  which have helped establish Mercury Phillips Signs as a family-run, 
independent business with a reputation for outstanding service and
high quality installations.tr
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Discounts Available ...over £50 - 3%  over £100 - 4%  over £300 - 5%
Quotes on request for extended type-styles, logos, �ame polishing and spraying
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Discounts Available ...over £50 - 3%  over £100 - 4%  over £300 - 5%
Quotes on request for extended type-styles, logos, �ame polishing and spraying

Suppliers to the trade

Aluminium Composite
Sign Trays
(folded ready for install)
0.3mm aluminium skin with 50mm returns

Contact us for your exact requirements.

Telephone: 01603 666699   sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
Check out our website - www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk

Built up letters and logos, industrial and medical
covers and guards, point of sale, display cases
and much more...
CNC cutting and routering.

your tooling and produce from a large range
of materials such as: PETG, Acrylic, Hips, ABS and more...

From 1 to 100,000 printing on automated machines.
Full colour up to 1500 x 1000mm on a large range
of materials..

Your design on to stainless steel, brass, bronze and more.
Filled spot or even full colour if required.

Acrylic Fabrication

Moulding

Screen & Digital print

Etching & Engraving

Metal Fabrication
Built up letters from stainless steel, box and pan form trays

Telephone: 01603 666699   sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
Check out our website - www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk

http://www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk


Vehicle Graphics have been around for 
a long time and we wanted to take a 
closer look at what customers are really 
looking for now in terms of product quality, 
service, design and so on. According to 
Alex Liggett from The Vinyl Guys, “It is 
clear that over the last 3-4 years, looking 
at quote requests and orders, what 
customers really want has evolved quite a 
bit when it comes to vehicle graphics.”

For the larger fleets, there has certainly 
been a general shift towards “less is more” 
with minimalist style branding rather than 
the full wraps and text heavy info panels 
that many of the bigger companies used to 
have. You can see this all around with the 
likes of BT, Cadent and British Gas.

Social media has changed the 
landscape
Alex says that now many opt for their logo, 
website and social logos only. “This is a 
clear recognition that a large percentage of 
their potential audience will use socials as 
their search engine. This is where they will 
read reviews, contact the company, make 
purchases or just for general info. They will 
do this instead of looking for details from 
several sources or platforms as they did in 
the past.”

He continues, “We always try to explain 
this to our vehicle graphics customers and 
emphasise the importance of maintaining 
consistent branding at all customer 
touch points, so that brand recognition 
and the ease with which new customers 
can discover them on social media 

platforms can be improved. Spending 
time understanding our customers 
relationship and purchasing journey with 
their customers is key to advising them 
correctly on the best vehicle branding 
solutions because one thing that many 
of them do want from us (in addition to 
design, production and installation) is 
our advice, based on our experience and 
what we have seen work for previous 
customers.”

However, when it comes to the bottom line; 
there are always those customers who will 
want a full wrap for the price of some cut 
vinyl lettering (thanks to eBay). “In general, 
my experience is that if we approach the 
process of quoting a customer in the right 
way, ie discovering their wants and needs, 
managing their expectations of the results 
that are achievable within their budget 
and informing them a little on materials 
and processes, then we can minimise the 
amount of quotes that aren’t converted to 
orders. More importantly, we can find the 
“right” customers for our business who 
appreciate the time we put into their job, 
the materials we use and the processes 
involved,” adds Alex.

Finding the ‘right’ customers
He continues, “One major thing that 
has helped us with finding these “right 
customers” is using our social media 
pages to show work in progress, 
showcase our machinery and explain a 
little about materials and our processes. 
We do this so our customers can see 
the time, care and effort that goes into 

turning an idea into the finished product. 
This approach has also helped us win 
larger fleet contracts and trade work by 
giving potential customers confidence 
in the business as they are able to see 
the investments that we have made (and 
continue to make) in machinery, staff 
and training. It also demonstrates that 
we are thinking long term, which gives 
them confidence that we will be here to 
support them and their fleet for many 
years to come, which I believe is a vital 
consideration for many customers.”

Most of The Vinyl Guys’ vehicle graphics 
customers are fleets of 1-6 vans, “The 
key question from them these days tends 
to be around quality, longevity and end of 
lease removability rather than price. I like 
to think that because we do what I talk 
about above (on social media) anyone 
looking for that “eBay special £90 van 
graphics package” will look through our 
content and realise, that’s not really what 
we do. Businesses who care about their 
branding, want a well thought-out design, 
quality materials and for them to look fresh 
for years…..and they understand having a 
job completed that ticks all of these boxes, 
comes with a premium over the ebay 
‘quickie’ suppliers.”

The Case for Vehicle Graphics

Logo, phone and social media, stylishly 
designed, is best for getting noticed

The Vinyl Guys emphasise the importance of maintaining consistent branding
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Wraps and decals - how have 
these markets developed?
Alex explains, “We have done fewer full 
wraps on commercial vehicles over the 
last 12/18 months than we ever have. On 
the face of it, many would say that this 
is purely down to cost, pandemic related 
economic issues and general cost of 
living increases, but I think the reason is 
deeper than that. The trend towards more 
minimal “branding” rather than “wrapping” 
happened before the pandemic.”

Alex believes that commercial vehicle 
owners have come to realise that potential 
customers could be overwhelmed by 
images, lists, contact info and the like over 
every panel of the van and this has led to 
a shift in attitude. This is very likely as on 
average you get to see a passing van for 
3-6 seconds before it’s gone. If that van 
is full of complex text lists and multiple 
images, the eye doesn’t get chance to 
focus on everything so may end up not 
noticing anything.

“The best job is the one where you deliver 
exactly what your customer wants. Some 
will be guided by our advice and some 
will be more certain about what they want. 
The same solution doesn’t work for all 
businesses but speaking in general terms, 
I find that a combination of printed work, 
cut vinyl lettering, and if a customer is 
looking for a little more impact, then partial 
wraps or large logos, works well,” he says.

“Going back to a point I made earlier; if 
we spend some time to really discover 
what our customers want to achieve then 
we can ensure that we deliver the best 
solution we can using the appropriate 
materials.”

How important is sustainability in 
this market - and what form does 
it take?
“For the larger fleet managers, this is a 
question that is being asked more and 
more, but I still don’t think it is high up on 
the list of priorities for our average day to 
day vehicle graphics customers. There 
is still a feeling from end users and print 
business owners, in my opinion, that a 
sustainable solution 
will be a much more 
expensive solution,” 
explains Alex.

“Things will no 
doubt change in the 
next 6-12 months 
as the material 
manufacturers 
develop their 
offerings to be 
“greener” and 
maybe even get to 
a truly recyclable 
product. Once these 
materials become 
priced similarly to 
current materials OR 
there are incentives 
for fleets to specify 
more eco-friendly 
materials, then I 
think the demand will 
increase.

What do the Vinyl Guys 
specialise in and what are your 
main strengths?
“The core of our business is vehicle 
branding and a range of products that 
go hand in hand with that. I have always 

tried to look at our customers’ needs and 
plan our product range around them. 
When they come to us for their van 
graphics, they can leave with their van 
branded, service / contact stickers, site 
boards, banners and workwear all done 
to a high standard. They also have had 
the opportunity to have a look around 
our premises as their vehicle is being 
worked on, which means they get the 
chance to ask us about other projects we 
can do, such as including custom wall 
and floor graphics, door wraps, signage, 
business cards, magnetic vehicle panels 
and anything else they’ve been thinking 
about.”

“The main strength of the business is my 
amazing team. Chris, Carl and Tom really 
care about the work they put out and take 
pride in what they do every day. We are 
available and responsive to messages, 
calls, texts and social media comments 
and messages. We try to make it easy 
for our customers to order and re order, 
whilst still receiving a personal service. I 
want our customers to feel like we care 
about their business and think about how 
they can use our products to grow their 
customer base and improve their brand 
recognition.”

Alex Liggett concludes, “We do more 
than sell print, we offer branding solutions 
designed to support our customers in 
reaching their business goals.”

www.thevinylguys.co.uk

The best job is the one where you deliver exactly what your customer wants.

I want our customers to feel like we care about their business 
and think about how they can use our products to grow their 
customer base and improve their brand recognition.
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Car-wrapping has gone from being 
an underground niche to a well-used 
technique to spruce up a vehicle without 
the long-term commitment. Until the late 
2000s, car-wrapping was associated with 
commercial use, the sole purpose being to 
advertise. But then, around 2008 to 2011, 
there was boom of colour change wraps 
for personal use, first across Europe and 
then in the USA. While paint jobs have 
been the staple, traditional method of 
decorating cars, the past few years have 
seen a huge growth in car-wrapping.

Stripes & Graphics, based in Shropshire 
(UK), is one such company that has seen 
a new influx of customers from other 
industries look towards car wrapping over 
the past few years after 30 years in the 
business. In 2020, the company invested 
in the Mimaki CJV150 printer/cutter to 
bring the printing process in house. In 
addition to creating and fitting high-quality, 
customer vehicle graphics, Stripes & 
Graphics also handles all the branding and 
signage across the dealerships. 

This wrapping technique is not just 
resigned to advertising or customising, 
with PPF (paint protection film), a clear 
film which protects from chipping and 
scratches, seeing a surge of popularity in 
the past few years. For Stripes & Graphics 
fitting the paint protection film has become 
a key part of their offering for high-end 
vehicles to ensure they stay looking as 
good as when they left the showroom.

Both paint and car wrapping techniques 
have their pros and cons, and it’s 
undeniable that there needs to be a 

good paint base to wrap. However, 
wrapping, with the release of new 
technologies, materials, and tools, opens 
almost unlimited possibilities. Duncan 
Jefferies, Head of Marketing & Business 
Development at Hybrid Services Ltd, 
Mimaki’s exclusive distributor for UK 
and Ireland, says, “Printers like Mimaki’s 
CJV150-160Plus and UCJV300 Series 
can quickly produce an infinite number of 
vibrant designs on film in a wide range of 
colours and then, seamlessly, laminate 
them for longevity – and it’s all done so 
cost-effectively.”

These days there are an array of different 
inks on offer as well, when initially 
solvent was the only go-to option. UV 
inks originally cracked in recessed areas, 
but new developments have meant that 

they now can withstand over stretching 
and extreme recessed areas, without 
sacrificing consistent colour. UV inks 
can instantly dry, allowing for a quick 
turnaround time from printing to laminating 
without the need for gassing time. Unlike 
solvent inks, UV creates a slight texture on 
the film, which can be removed if desired.

Duncan adds, “Certainly, for a big fleet or 
for when the job needs to be done swiftly, 
UV or latex are stand-out picks. But for 
extreme 3D shapes, i.e., bumpers, mirrors, 
and other recessed areas, are often better 
served by eco-solvent or Mimaki’s LUS200 
inks.”

There are also a lot of options to choose 
from when it comes to film, the main 
three being cast, poly and mono. Cast 
has remained the most popular choice 
for car-wrapping, renowned for a high-
quality finish, but polymer has become 
more common, with its more conformable 
qualities.

Duncan Jefferies concludes, “The car-
wrapping industry seemed to be on the 
verge of exploding back in January 2020, 
and that growth has only been amplified 
over the course of the pandemic. Namely 
the practical benefits of car-wrapping, 
primarily the protective layer it creates 
around the car, have also helped boosted 
its popularity. While it requires a lot of 
physical skill, this changing and rapidly 
growing industry certainly makes for an 
exciting venture for those in the Sign 
Graphics market or considering it.”

www.hybridservices.co.uk

Raring to go: 
The growing popularity of car wrapping 

Stripes’ & Graphics’ Sean Beeston and Robbie Beeston next to a wrapped client vehicle.

While paint jobs have been the staple, traditional method of decorating 
cars, the past few years have seen a huge growth in car-wrapping.
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Vehicle graphics is not the most 
natural direction for sign and 
print companies to move into. 
It is viewed, quite rightly, as a 
specialist skill, requiring the 
right equipment and people. We 
spoke to one sign-maker that 
has embraced vehicle graphics 
very successfully.

Seymour Sign & Print is a 
father & son company, owned 
and operated by father Paul, 
and son, David Hammond. 
The Hammond name has 
roots in the design and print 
industry spanning over 45 
years. Following the sale of 
Paul’s brother Bob’s company 
and his subsequent retirement, 
David was at a crossroads 
after leaving the Royal Navy. 
The timing was right, David 
and Paul purchased the wide format 
print equipment from Uncle Bob, and 
established Seymour Sign & Print in 
November 2010. 

David says, “We’ve always enjoyed 
producing vehicle graphics, and it has 
formed a large proportion of our sales for 
many years. During the pandemic, national 
and local lockdowns, we looked at our 
business and made the decision to scale 
back. We sold one van, our small format 
print machinery and halved our workshop 
size.”

Paul Hammond adds, “David has taken 
the lead in driving the business forward, 
particularly by introducing Clarity workflow 
software, and introducing new, efficient 
processes behind the business. I’d be 
lying if I said I didn’t have my concerns 
about his plan to reduce our in-house 
production and I wouldn’t say the transition 
has been easy. It’s taken time and 
there have been moments where we’ve 
questioned the decision. However, in all 

honesty, we haven’t looked back and all 
the evidence seems to suggest we’re very 
much on the right track.”

David explains, “It sounds counter-
intuitive, but crunching the numbers it 
was evident we were over equipped. We 
were trying to do be all thing to all men 
and this was stretching us. With the ease 
of outsourcing, and the competitive prices 
available it made sense to outsource some 
aspects of our production.”

“We all enjoyed producing vehicle 
graphics, so we concentrated on vehicle 
signage, specifically commercial vehicle 
signage, including partial wraps. We 
invested in upgrading our printer with 
a new Roland VF2-640. This printer’s 
orange and green inks allow us to print 
vibrant colours previously unachievable, 
and complementing our Graphtec FC8600-
160. We did consider a Latex, but the 
outgassing times with solvent machines 
rarely cause us an issue.”

How do you do it?
David was getting some 
interesting looks and a few 
friends in the industry were 
asking how he can make 
it work concentrating on 
vehicles? He found this was 
easy to answer. “Our target 
market is concentrated on 
certain types of customers 
and types of vehicle signage. 
It takes an awful lot of budget 
signs to pay the bills and 
wages. However, we also 
don’t undertake full wraps, or 
car wraps. We could do them 
but we don’t enjoy them and 
we find it a time consuming 
process that takes us away 
from servicing our customers’ 
needs.”

“Over the past 11 years, we’ve 
encountered issues, and problems. We 
have learned from these mistakes and 
developed a process that works for us, 
which minimises the chances of the issues 
recurring. This step-by-step process is 
explained very early on to customers, so 
we’re all aware of what to expect. It’s a 
streamlined process that is repeated with 
each customer.”

“We no longer provide free designs, or 
artwork. Again, I was told people won’t 
pay it, but we rarely encounter issues. 
As a result, our time is spent dealing with 
serious paying customers. We’re able to 
deliver a high level of service to these 
genuine customers, rather than throwing 
out prospective designs in the hope of 
winning them, or seeing the design being 
ripped off by the numerous online supply-
only suppliers.”

Driving to the future

“We’ve always enjoyed producing vehicle graphics, and it has formed a large proportion of our sales for many years,so 
we concentrated on vehicle signage, specifically commercial vehicle signage, including partial wraps.”

Seymour Sign & Print is a father & son company, owned 
and operated by father Paul, and son, David Hammond
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Staying on top of costs
David continues, “By having a good 
understanding of our costs (especially 
important with the regular increases) we’re 
able to provide accurate price ranges for 
various sizes and styles vehicle signage. 
We know the lower value end of the 
market isn’t sustainable for us. We’ve 
identified the market we work in, and 
we’re not afraid to decline work from some 
customers if it doesn’t fit our model. I feel 
there is no shortage of companies filling 
the budget market, and we know what 
pays the bills. Using Clarity Software to 
manage our business we’re able to price 
consistently and accurately quote for work. 
We can also keep records of materials 
and colours used and organise historical 
artwork, which makes accident repair work 
much easier.”

“The other benefits we’ve found by 
concentrating on a smaller market is the 
reduction in the stock we carry! We carry 
a core choice of Metamark coloured vinyl, 
ordering in specific colours as required, 
and their MD5 digital media and laminate, 
which is suitable for 95% of our work. To a 
lesser extent we still print banners, posters, 
labels, but have reduced the stock we carry 
dramatically. In addition, we’re not chasing 
around conducting surveys or meeting 
off site. Most vehicles are brought to our 
workshop for installation, ensuring we can 
be more responsive our customers.”

It seems to be 
working! Seymour 
has gained many 
new customers, 
small fleets and 
even local authority 
work. “We even 
have local sign-
makers referring 
enquiries to us, as 
they don’t have 
the facilities to 
accommodate 
vehicles, or are 
concentrating on 
other markets,” he 
adds.

“Unless you’ve 
been living in a 
cave, you can’t 
fail to notice that 
costs of everything 
have increased. 
Commercial 
vehicles are 
no exception, 
compounded by 
the ‘chip’ shortage, 
and huge delays 
on commercial 
vehicles. This was 
exacerbated further 
being Manchester 
based and the ‘clean air zone’ that was due to be rolled out. Customers found 

themselves investing significant and 
somewhat inflated amounts of money 
on new vehicles, with every intention 
of keeping them running for as long 
as possible. We noticed that many 
customers were then looking to invest 
in higher quality signage. After all - you 
don’t wear Primark shoes with a designer 
dress.”

David Hammond concludes, “I encourage 
all small sign companies to find their 
niche, especially if you enjoy something in 
particular and are really good at it. There 
are companies thriving who just produce 
stickers, this is something that wouldn’t be 
for us. Others are branding office spaces 
to high standards and so marketing is 
an important part of their success. We 
have certainly been successful by making 
big decisions and seeing them through. 
We have been fortunate to have several 
trusted friends within the industry who we 
could call upon for advice and run ideas 
past. They probably don’t realise it but 
they’ve been invaluable.”

www.seymoursignandprint.co.ukThis customer bought a brand new boxer van and converted it to a camper at significant 
expense. They brought it to Seymour for the graphics, looking for something different and 
unique. 
“Dave and Paul just completed the graphics/decals on my new Peugeot Boxer 
campervan. What a difference - it looks absolutely amazing. They helped with the 
design and were incredibly patient when my wife kept tweaking the design.”

“Thanks to Seymour Sign and Print for such an amazing job on 
my cherry picker. From start to finish the process was straight 
forward, nice and easy. The van was booked in and dropped 
off, then I picked up a fully signed up van!!!...nice and simple, 
can’t recommend them enough for such a cracking job, well 
pleased with the end result thanks to Dave and Paul”
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One of the elements that makes vehicle 
wrapping such a popular market is the 
huge variety of work on offer. No job is 
the same, with printers and sign-makers 
constantly being challenged by customers 
to create eye-catching, high-quality wraps.

The explosion in popularity of vehicle 
wraps has led to an influx of companies 
into the market, with competition for 
work now at an all-time high. As such, it 
is critical for printers and sign-makers to 
differentiate their service to ensure they 
stand out.

Isabella Jelinek, Large Format Printing 
Marketing UK&I for HP, says, “One 
highly effective way of standing out is 
to ensure you are running high-quality 
print machinery that will allow you to 
achieve the best quality printed results. 
Vehicle wraps are subject to much 
harsher conditions that many other print 
applications, so it is important the print 
performs well in challenging environments 
and stands the test of time. HP Latex 
printers allow users to achieve all 
this, while at the same time delivering 
significantly more sustainable printed 
output than many other technologies.”

Sustainability has become a core 
consideration across all areas of the print 
market with customers demanding more 
eco-conscious work. “All HP Latex printers 
run water-based inks, which have a much 
lower impact on the world around us than 
solvent, eco-solvent and UV inks, thus 
significantly improving environmental 
credentials. HP Latex technology also 

delivers striking vehicle graphics 
that will stand up against the 
elements and retain their high-
quality look even years after 
application,” adds Jelinek.

One company that can attest to this 
is Manchester-based graphics and 
fabric printing specialist MediaCo, 
which counts vehicle wraps among 
its wide range of services. MediaCo 
has a long-standing commitment to 
the environment and since 2008, 
has reduced 100% solvent ink use 
to just 5%, while UK inks account 
for 50% of usage and water-based 
45%. 

The use of water-based inks has 
rocketed in the last two years following 
investment in two HP Latex 3600 printers 
from Papergraphics, alongside a HP Stitch 
S1000 printer from RA Smart.

“The two Latex printers we feel offer 
excellent sustainability benefits as both 
machines run on water-based inks which 
have a significantly lower impact on the 
environment compared with other ink 
types,” says MediaCo Group Operations 
Director Stephen Arthur.

“The HP Latex 3600 printers are also 
very competitive when it comes to initial 
capital investment on ongoing running 
costs. All machines are fully integrated 
within our busy 24hr production operation 
producing top class display graphics for 
self-adhesive vehicle wraps, full colour 
digital wallpapers, window graphics, full 

colour fabrics and an array of high-quality 
display collateral.

“The HP Latex machines have been put 
to work on some astounding projects. 
We took a strategic decision to add HP 
water-based printers to our production 
capabilities, which now totals three 
machines – a trend we see continuing 
as the print quality and reliability of the 
machines is excellent and they align 
perfectly with our sustainability strategy.”

Among the many vehicle wrapping 
projects produced on its HP Latex 
3600 printers was a new design for VR 
Motorsport. The wrapped Praga R1 racing 
car featured a design commissioned by 
Motorsport Woman to call attention to 
female drivers. 

Dubbed the ‘art car’, the wrap was based 
on a 2D piece by artist Cain Caser that 
was transformed into a 3D wrap by 
MediaCo. The uniformity of finish and 
colour were important to replicate the 
artist’s original painting, in particular the 
intricate brushwork. 

As it was not possible to scan the painting, 
MediaCo’s graphic artists worked from 
hundreds of photographs to render the 
image, with the whole project completed in 
just one week.

“HP Latex inks don’t affect the surface of 
the material you’re printing on, so if you’re 
using glossy film for a vehicle wrap then 
it will stay glossy,” said Vincent Randall, 
a former sidecar racer who launched VR 
Motorsport 12 years ago. “The inks are 
also very flexible, which is essential for 
wrapping cars like the Praga R1 which has 
a distinctive contoured chassis.”

www.hp.co.uk

Vehicle variety

This wrap was based on a 2D piece by artist Cain Caser that 
was transformed into a 3D wrap by MediaCo.

HP Latex technology delivers striking vehicle 
graphics that will stand up against the elements
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No definitive history records in terms that 
could be solidly verified who among the 
signs and graphics industry’s practitioners 
produced the first wrap. Where and when it 
happened is then a similarly vague concept. 
What can be said with absolute certainty 
though is that, whoever first coerced what 
would have been an uncooperative piece 
of material over a complex, curved surface, 
really started something.

Today, wrapping is a market with its 
own skills, language and dynamics. 
Sometimes referred to as ‘a sign-maker’s 
Everest,’ wrapping isn’t something that 
can be learned wholly from immersion in 
a book or by binging on YouTube content. 
The skill is more usually acquired from 
someone who has already summited, and 
typically learned by those who have the 
hands for it. Make no mistake, it’s a skill 
and not everyone can claim it.

Materials manufacturers saw the potential 
latent in wrapping very soon after its 
Genesis. Great effort and mind-boggling 
expense was then directed into development 
efforts to make vinyl films, and the emerging 
digital media, compliant with the wrapping 
process. It required not just materials that 
were more ‘stretchy’ or elongation-tolerant, 
it demanded much of the adhesive systems 
used and improved liner species too. The 
rewards were hanging tantalisingly in the 
mid-distance. If wrapping could displace 
much of what might be called traditional 
applied graphics on vehicles, each vehicle 
could consume five or six times more film. 
That was good for business.

Today, most vinyl manufacturers offer 
films expressly designed for wrapping 
applications. Among them, headquartered 
in the UK together with its manufacturing 
HQ is Metamark. Metamark is firmly in 
the vanguard and can claim that it makes, 
and has on its shelves, every material 
a modern signs and graphics producer 
needs to undertake profitably, any job that 
comes their way. Wraps come thick and 
fast and so Metamark’s portfolio includes 
materials for the purpose.

Metamark is its own man where 
development is concerned and it has 
launched a number of products over the 
years that have wrapping in their sights. 
Among them was MetaWrap MD-X which, 
according to Ian Simister, the company’s 
sales director, “helps make wrapping 
more profitable for the signmaker, and 
more attractive for their customer.” He 
adds. “MD-X, like anything with ‘MD’ 

in its nomenclature that Metamark 
manufactures, can claim to be at the very 
top of its game in terms of print quality. All 
MD-Class films deliver quite exceptional 
results with all the modern ink species.”

More recently, Metamark introduced 
MetaCast MDC. “This film is the very 
essence of ‘premium’ though very 
competitively priced. It’s what many signs 
and graphics producers reach for, or are 
required to use by their customers, when 
the application demands the qualities of a 
premium cast formulation and exceptional 
print quality,” says Ian.

Naturally, MDC, and all Metamark materials 
for wrapping applications, have so-called 
mechanically-matched laminates available 
for them. In being identically formulated, the 
laminates don’t materially alter the feel and 
characteristic ‘handle’ that’s baked into the 
films they protect during manufacture. That 
important when you see the world through 
the eyes of those who have to work hands-
on with a specified material.

“Metamark’s materials MD-Class print 
qualities have another trick to offer the 
signs and graphics producer routinely 
producing vehicle wraps. It’s this. The 
MD-Class print qualities the materials all 
claim mean that, in the hands of capable 
printers, results achieve a uniform quality 
across Metamark material types. In 
practical terms that translates to the ability 
to use, for example, Metamark MD5 on 
relatively simple or flat surfaces, and MD-X 
or MDC on the really curvy stuff. That 
saves money,” he adds.

Wrapping is an application with a 
very broad base of appeal and some 
surprisingly novel value. Wraps strongly 
promote what’s printed upon them on the 
one hand, and on the other, they promote 
wrapping itself. Countless sign-makers 
recount experiences of new customers 
asking for “a wrap like such-and-such.” 
With an alleged six thousand pairs of 
eyes and hour alighting upon liveried 
vehicles when they’re on the road, 
that’s quite an advertising campaign for 
wrapping.

Wrapping is popular to the extent the 
term seems to be creeping up on other 
applications too. ‘Window Wraps’ are 
fast becoming a ‘thing’ for example and 
no doubt other areas of the man-made 
landscape will soon be ‘wrapped’ rather 
than ‘lettered’ or, (RIP) ‘graphic’d.’

Wraps today are specified in the main 
for their promotional potential and by 
those seeking the ultimate stand-out 
impact for example on a custom car. All 
sorts of niches and specialisations have 
erupted around the core application 
according to Metamark’s Max Somper 
who heads material development and 
commercialisation for the company. 
“Signs and graphics producers are 
endlessly creative and inventive,” he 
says. “Much of what’s becoming or has 
become fashionable around the core of 
wrapping is down to signmakers pushing 
the envelope. We’re all ears when that 
happens, it’s how we ensure that the 
materials we develop and sell reflect a 
market need.”

Origins of vehicle wrapping

Elite Signs and Graphics pushes the performance envelope of 
the wrapping application and produces some real head-turners
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Changing Colours!
One such material species that’s grown 
around an application is the Colour-
Change film. In Metamark’s terms that’s 
not a film that itself changes colour 
and changing fashion that puts it out 
of business almost as fast, but rather a 
coloured film that can change the base 
colour of a whole vehicle. There is huge 
and proven potential for a film that makes 
that job easy, and affordable, and that’s 
just what Metamark claims to offer. 

MM-CC films from Metamark are wrapping 
films that enjoy the benefits of the same 
DNA that gave the world MD-X, but in 
a coloured-in-the-mass variant. Using 
these films, wrappers can take a white 
van in, and send a blue one out into the 
wild shortly after. At the end of the van’s 
life or lease, the film comes off to reveal a 
pristine white vehicle once more. It works 
wonders for eye-appeal on the road, 
and fleet managers love what it does for 
residuals and cost-of-operation.

Protecting the underlaying finish 
represents a whole area of enquiry that 
Metamark has explored and the effort 
culminated in the release of a range of 
specialist Metamark paint protection 
films. These films shrug off the otherwise 
damaging effects of the perpetual 
bombardment of abrasive and high-
impact road debris that vehicles have 
to sail through. They don’t handle like 
vinyl, because they’re not vinyl. Despite 
that, there’s a business in the making for 
skilled wrappers who’d like to move into 
the growing market for paint protection, 
building on skills they’ve already 
developed. Many Metamark customers are 
already alert to the fact that some of the 
films on offer can be uses to offer extreme 
protection to vulnerable areas of wraps.

Sustainable view
With a huge market like wrapping at the 
industry’s disposal, and the continual 
consumption exerted upon it by customer 
demand, it was only a matter of time 
before the question was asked “what 
happens to all that film when it’s taken out 
of use?” Finding an answer to the question 
is something that’s exercised the whole 
industry, and Metamark has developed, 
and very recently launched, what it feels is 
the answer.

Iain Wallace, who’s responsible 
for the programme and its ongoing 
commercialisation explains, “You’re likely 
to hear a lot about something called 
MetaStream now and into the future. 
It’s MetaMark’s vision personified for 

dealing with production and 
recovery waste that results 
from making signs and 
graphics and, in particular, 
vehicle liveries. What’s got 
everyone excited is that 
MetaStream doesn’t rely 
on some otherworldly and 
unproven material species 
to do the good job we’ll go 
on to describe, it works with 
the long proven Metamark 
materials the industry works 
with.”

MetaStream takes as its 
input production waste, 
like liner and vinyl weed, 
or printed and laminated 
graphics recovered from 
vehicle fleets. Its outputs are 
luxury paper goods made 
from liner elements, and 
useful plastic articles like 
road-furniture all of which 
can themselves be recycled 
time and again. Metamark 
itself uses MetaStream to 
deal with its own production 
waste from making the 
materials. It’s a key driver 
in Metamark’s Z2L (Zero 
To Landfill) initiative. 

The programme is currently available to 
volume converters wrapping large fleets 
and this has resulted in leading logistics 
concerns among others specifying 
Metamark materials for their fleets. 
Metamark is trialling the programme 
with smaller concerns now with the goal 
of making the programme very widely 
available. Metamark was keen to point 
out that the programme only works with 
qualified materials from its product range 
but makes the point that it’s already 
keeping what’s suddenly become a 
valuable resource out of landfill and 
incineration waste streams. 

The next announcement 
due on the MetaStream 
front is a fully qualified 
Material System for 
wrapping trains that’s 
both fully recyclable and 
that shrugs off graffiti. 
The material has already 
been seen in public and 
was used by Milton Keynes 
based Charles Rayner 
to wrap a Hydrogen 
Powered train that played 
a starring role at the 
COP26 Conference in 
Glasgow.

Ian Simister concludes, “Wrapping, as 
an art, has come a very long way and 
with innovation led by market influences 
Metamark is convinced it has a very long, 
sustainable, and bright future ahead of 
it yet. Those considering whether they 
should enter the market will have already 
noted that it’s something market is asking 
for and the appetite is growing. There’s a 
lot of support out there and Metamark isn’t 
shy in offering it.”

www.metamark.co.uk

MetaStream from Metamark recovers production and 
end-of-life waste from wrapping and recycles it.

Metamark has a product catalogue full of wrapping films
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Make a more sustainable 
impact with wall coverings
Though increasing in popularity at a rapid 
rate, when it comes to producing printed 
wallcovering applications, print service 
providers are faced with a wide range 
of challenges that they must overcome 
in order to deliver high-quality work to 
customers.

The primary challenge for many printers 
is ensuring they are working with the right 
media for the installation surface. In many 
cases, installers have to deal with several 
types of surfaces within a single project, 
such as a retail chain fit out where the 
same designs are installed across multiple 
stores.

When combined with the fact that many 
end-users, brand owners, and government 
departments are now demanding more 
sustainable work from their print service 
provider, you have something of a 
wallcovering headache. That being the 
need for a high-quality finished product 
that will remain on the wall for the desired 
period and have a limited impact on the 
environment.

So, what sort of qualities should you be 
looking for in your media? After all, not all 
films are suited for surfaces like structured 
walls, concrete, chipboard, low surface 
energy plastics, or painted walls.

For certainty regarding the adhesion 
of wall films, Neschen recommends a 
shrink-free print film with a high-tack 
adhesive. Applying printed work to certain 
surfaces can be a rather tricky business, 
so it is critical you select a media that 
guarantees high levels of adhesion, even 
in challenging outdoor settings.

Swinging back around to one of the 
toughest challenges printers face in 
the modern market and the issue of the 
environment arises. Traditionally, materials 
widely regarded as being harmful to both 
the environment and human health have 
been used for wall coverings. 

So, how can you ensure you are working 
with a media that is more environmentally 
friendly than the status quo? There are 
some key factors to keep an eye out 
for, such as products that are PVC-free, 
phthalate-free, solvent-free, and can be 
cleanly incinerated at end of life.

This also goes for the adhesive; often this 
can be a harmful substance, whereas we 
are now seeing more solutions coming 
to market with a water-based adhesive, 
offering users a much more eco-conscious 
alternative.

One option that ticks all these boxes is 
Neschen’s new PP wall-grip L-UV PVC-
free version, which is billed as a more 
environmentally friendly alternative for 
wallcovering applications.

Distributed exclusively in the UK by 
ArtSystems, a specialist systems 
distributor and service provider, Neschen 
PP wall-grip L-UV uses a heavy coat 
weight, enhanced, high-tack, water-based 
adhesive. It is one of only a few PVC-
free, self-adhesive wall graphics products 
available on the market. It is also suitable 
for use both indoors and outside and 

offers excellent adhesion to smooth and 
slightly rough interior walls, smooth and 
dry concrete, chipboard and other difficult 
low-energy surfaces like polypropylene 
containers.

Available in smooth and sand finishes, 
Neschen PP wall-grip L-UV is a fast drying 
and tear-resistant film, which significantly 
reduces the risk of splitting during the 
application and removal processes.

All of these factors make Neschen PP 
wall-grip L-UV an ideal solution for all 
manner of wallcovering jobs including wall 
décor coverings, exhibition stands, and 
large-format display applications, and its 
incredible print quality opens up its use 
for eye-catching advertising and store 
designs.

www.artsystems.co.uk
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www.eurobond-adhesives.co.uk
Tel. 01795 427888

Open up new revenue streams 
with Eurobond’s UV Light adhesive

Make acrylic indoor signs, awards, display cases, POS, 
decorative artworks and so much more!
Eurobond’s UV light curing adhesive bonds in seconds, 
giving you an optically clear finish.

• No crazing or cracking

• No spoilt/wasted acrylic

• Bond acrylic, glass & metals

• Contact us for a free demonstration

118801 UV Light Glue Advert.indd   1118801 UV Light Glue Advert.indd   1 05/04/2022   14:1005/04/2022   14:10
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William Smith’s Training Academy is 
going from strength to strength with the 
appointment of two additional Trainers this 
month. Joining the legendary Training & 
Applications Manager Gill Harrison, we 
are pleased to announce John Raine and 
Mike Szwacki will join the team as Training 
Managers.

John joins the team with 8 years 
experience within the business and 
a wealth of product knowledge and 
practical skills. John will initially look after 
the majority of the Architextural training 
portfolio, which covers both 3M DI-NOC 
and Cover Styl’ architectural finishes 
application techniques.

Mike Szwacki, who has been working 
with William Smith for a number of years, 
cements his commitment to growing the 
success of the Academy. His appointment 
signifies a new chapter in the successful 
relationship, as a leading expert within 
the vehicle wrapping industry. Mike has a 
glowing reputation with the vehicle wrap 
world, as a finalist in the prestigious World 
Wrap Masters after winning the European 
Wrap Master 2022 at this year’s FESPA.

The development and growth of the 
Academy is also underpinned by the 
launch of two new courses for 2022, an 

Advanced Vehicle Wrap Course and 
an Architextural Kitchen Wrap Training 
Course.

Demand for a higher level of vehicle wrap 
training to complement the longstanding 
Basic Course has grown over the last few 
years, bringing about the development of 
the new Advanced Vehicle Wrap Course 
and a Wrap Room upgrade. This 2-day 
training option will offer experienced 
vehicle wrappers a course designed 
specifically to take their wrapping skills to 
the next level.

The course jumps straight into advanced 
vehicle wrap techniques, focusing on door 
shuts, wing mirrors, door handles and the 
most difficult wheel arches on the roads 
right now. Courses are limited to four 
attendees to ensure each delegate has 
the time and one-to-one tuition needed 
to not only learn, but perfect applications. 
Additional content includes tight corners, 
trimming techniques, avoiding stretch 
discolouration and inlays, using a range 
of branded digital, reflective, coloured 
and chrome wrap films, from 3M, Avery 
Dennison and Arlon.

The new Architextural Kitchen Training 
Course has been added to the 2022 
training calendar in response to the 

kitchen refurbishment market that 
flourished over the last two years, 
especially during lockdown. With a large 
proportion of the Architextural Installation 
Network specialising in kitchen wraps, a 
course dedicated to the intricacies of these 
specific applications will be beneficial to 
both new businesses looking to diversify 
into this market and those wanting to 
refresh their skills.

The course begins with a morning theory 
session before moving to the Wrap Room 
for hands-on practical training using 3M 
DI-NOC and Cover Styl’ kitchen wrap films. 
Topic areas include preparation, cut and 
fold / warm and form techniques, worktop 
joins, a variety of door styles, worktop 
appliances, repairs and splice joins.

www.williamsmith.co.uk/training/1

Training Academy 
expansion at William Smith

Innotech Digital & Display has created 
an Eco Impact Rating Tool designed to 
give printed display producers and users 
a straightforward and accurate way to 
evaluate and compare any print material’s 
overall environmental impact.  The tool is 
available online and is very easy to use. 
Simply enter the information requested 
about your proposed media and instantly 
receive a rating from A to E that tells you 
exactly how sustainable that product is.

The tool uses five key areas of the media 
that contribute to its carbon footprint. 
These are production, transportation, how 
long it can be used for, recyclability and 
packaging. The information requested is 
non-sensitive and can be obtained from 
the supplier. The rating generated comes 

with a detailed description of what the 
rating means.

Kieran Dallow, Marketing Manager for 
Innotech Digital, says, “Our industry has 
seen a really fast transition to sustainable 
materials, and for many printers and 
consumers there has been a steep 
learning curve. There are some bold 

statements made by suppliers and we 
wanted to give printers the chance to 
make more accurate decisions based 
on pure facts. Our Eco Impact Tool 
can be used by anyone with access to 
the relevant information, generating a 
consistent rating that compares media 
products on a like-for-like basis.”

He adds, “We think the launch of this 
tool is a big moment in the transition to 
sustainable print materials.  It makes a 
complex job of picking the right material a 
simple one.”

The Innotech Eco Impact Rating Tool is 
available free to all users.

innotechdigital.com/eco-impact-rating-tool

Innotech’s Eco Impact Rating Tool
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After more than two years away, Printwear 
& Promotion LIVE! returned to the NEC in 
Birmingham with yet another successful 
exhibition for both visitors and exhibitors.

More than 4,500 visitors attended the 
exhibition across the three days to 
receive inspiration and advice, with many 
commenting on social media that they 
can’t wait to get back to the day job to put 
their fresh ideas into action.

Regular visitor, Shinda Gill of Alpha 
Omega Apparel said: “We come every 
year to see what’s new in the garment 
decoration market. There’s always plenty 
of variety and we just love visiting year on 
year. This year’s show in particular met our 
needs as we launch a new clothing brand 
and we will definitely be coming back!”

P&P LIVE! offered visitors in a post-COVID 
world the opportunity to meet with their 
suppliers and discover new ones, see 
live demonstrations of new-to-the-market 
embroidery machines and direct to film 
printers, plus receive expert advice from 
industry professionals.

There was a real buzz on the exhibition 
floor with both visitors and exhibitors 
delighted to be back together at the UK’s 
only dedicated exhibition for the garment 
decoration industry.

First time exhibitor, Alex Cunliffe of 
Inkthreadable said: “Printwear & 
Promotion LIVE! 2022 was our first 
exhibition as a company and was a huge 
success for us. We met some great people 
and companies during the event and have 

a list of promising business opportunities 
as a result. We received a lot of support 
and wisdom from other experienced 
exhibitors which we’re grateful for and 
share a huge thanks to all of the visitors 
that came to speak with us.”

Tony Gardner, event director, commented: 
“The consensus from all in attendance was 
that it was so good to be back at the show, 
to be able to touch, see and interact in 
person! For our first exhibition after COVID 
it was always going to be difficult to predict 
the effect on visitor numbers and although 
down on previous years, the overwhelming 
feedback from our exhibitors was that 
the visitors were there with intention and 
purpose. 

“As organisers, we can sometimes 
become too focused on visitor numbers, 
so it was good to have so much positivity 
from our exhibitors on the quality of 
visitors, the business conducted and the 
opportunities created at the show. We 
would like to thank all who attended for 
making the show such a success and 
look forward to getting the industry back 
together again in February 2023.” 

Printwear & Promotion LIVE! will return in 
2023 to Hall 20 at the NEC in Birmingham 
from Sunday, February 26 to Tuesday, 
February 28 – see you next year!

Over 4,500 attend the Unmissable Reunion

Eurobond announces prize draw winner
Eurobond Adhesives’ lucky prize draw 
winner Leigh Smith took to the skies last 
Friday for an exhilarating first ever flying 
lesson. Leigh, a Director of Leicester 
based manufacturer of bespoke point 
of sale units SOLSTAR, was the winner 
of the Eurobond grand prize draw at 
the recent Sign & Digital exhibition. 
Leigh taking controls of a Piper PA28-R 
light aircraft, under the supervision of 
Donair Flying School, took off from East 
Midlands Airport last Friday.

‘’Flying a plane around the beautiful 
Leicestershire countryside was an 
absolutely amazing experience’’ said 
Leigh. ‘’The weather was fabulous and 

the views of the countryside around my 
home and our factory were stunning 
from the air. It gave me a whole new 
perspective of where we live and work, 
which you can’t fully appreciate from the 
ground.’’

After a safe touch down Leigh was met 
by Eurobond’s Andy Sabine ready with 
a bottle of Champagne to celebrate his 
achievement. Leigh said ‘’I may have just 
found a new hobby and I might be tempted 
to continue flying and gain my private 
pilot’s licence. Thank You Eurobond 
Adhesives for an amazing experience.’’

www.eurobond-adhesives.co.uk
Leigh Smith - Lucky prize draw winner
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Roland DG becomes Brett Martin’s  
newest approved partner
Brett Martin is pleased to announce 
that leading manufacturer of wide-
format printers, Roland DG, is the latest 
company to acquire Approved Partner 
status. Roland DG has been awarded this 
accolade following the successful testing 
of a wide range of Brett Martin’s materials 
on Roland’s VersaUV LEC2 S-Series 
UV printer and IU-1000F Large Format 
Flatbed UV printer.

The LEC2 S-Series Flatbed Printers offer 
the ultimate versatility, printing effortlessly 
onto a vast array of substrates making 
it the ideal solution for sign-makers, 
personalisation houses, industrial 
printers, and packaging experts. While 
the IU-1000F, which prints at speeds of 
up to 116 sqm per hour1, is designed 
to meet the diverse needs of busy 
print service providers and commercial 
printers with unsurpassed performance.  
During extensive testing, both machines 
performed well with a vast array of Brett 
Martin substrates including the Foamalux, 
Marcryl FS, Marpet-g FS and Marlon FS 
materials, all of which are ideal options for 
sign and display applications.

Marc Artigas, EMEA Sales Director for 
Roland DG says: “Our recent experience 
printing onto Brett Martin’s materials 
using our UV flatbed printers was a great 
success. The high quality of the material, 
combined with the genuine Roland UV 
inks, delivered outputs of excellent quality. 
We’re delighted to now be Approved 
Partners with Brett Martin across multiple 
European markets, including the UK & 
Ireland, Spain, Portugal, and Scandinavia.”

Brett Martin’s Approved Partner 
Programme sees the Northern Ireland 
based plastics manufacturer work closely 
with a number of renowned printing, 
cutting and now thermoforming machine 
manufacturers to test and showcase the 
capabilities of its semi-finished product 
portfolio.  

Duncan Smith, Sales Director for Brett 
Martin explains, “It is important for us 
to work alongside companies such as 
Roland DG. We need to ensure that our 
products can be successfully printed on 
the equipment which the market uses. 
By collaborating with the world’s top 

manufacturers of processing equipment 
we can ensure that our products are 
continuously evolving and performing to 
the highest standards and kept up to date 
with the latest technology advances.”

www.brettmartin.co.uk

Gillian Fraser, Brand Manager, Brett Martin 
and Dan Lathall, Field Service Engineer, 
Brett Martin at Sign and Digital UK

In March, Signs Express hosted their 
annual Sign Awards at The Genting hotel 
in Birmingham. 

Following a day at Sign & Digital UK, 
members of the Signs Express network, 
valued suppliers and the team at the 
Franchise Support Centre attended a gala 
dinner and awards ceremony.

Hosted by Managing Director Jonathan 
Bean, the evening was the first opportunity 
in over two years that Signs Express have 
been able to host the event in person.

The winners of the 2021 Sign Awards, 
voted for by the Signs Express network, 
were as follows:

•	 Best Interior Sign – Signs Express 
(Glasgow) for The Hanging Gantry
•	 Best Exterior Sign – Signs Express 
(Harlow) for Plush
•	 Best Vehicle Graphics – Signs 
Express (Leeds) for Rock of Ages
•	 Best Sign Project (sponsored by 
SignElite) – Signs Express (Stoke) 
•	 Most Striking Design (sponsored by 
Metamark) – Signs Express (Glasgow) for 
Coldplay Music of the Spheres Tour

Also announced on the night was the 
winner of the Employee of the Year 
category, which was awarded to Paul 
Morris at Signs Express (Central 
Lancashire).

Supplier of the Year was awarded to 
Metamark for the fifth consecutive year.

The coveted Franchise Awards were 
also announced on the night with the top 

award Franchisee of the Year, sponsored 
by HSBC UK, being awarded to Paul 
Glover at Signs Express (Nottingham). 
Paul has made a big difference to the 
business since 2018, bringing a wealth 
of commercial experience together with 
a driven and ambitious mindset Paul has 
supported, developed, and created an 
energetic and engaging team that are truly 
invested in the business.

Managing Director Jonathan Bean said of 
the evening:

‘The Sign Awards are a fantastic 
opportunity to celebrate the projects 
completed around the network and I must 
say this year we have seen some incredible 
entries. Following last year’s virtual event 
it was so refreshing to get together for the 
gala dinner and award ceremony. Being 
able to have meaningful conversations and 
engage with colleagues and suppliers is so 
valuable, I can’t wait to hold more events 
over the course of the year.’

www.signs-express.co.uk

The Signs Express Sign Awards 
a great success

The Signs Express winners of 
the 2021 Sign Awards
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Soyang Europe acquires Josero in 
‘match made in heaven!’
Soyang Europe, a leading manufacturer 
and distributor of digitally printable wide-
format and superwide-format media and 
surface coverings has announced its 
acquisition of Josero. 

By joining forces, the two companies will 
cement their positions within the print 
industry and enhance their offerings to the 
UK market. With the ability to provide both 
hardware – from leading manufacturers 
including Agfa, Ricoh, Mimaki and Fujifilm 
– alongside a wide range of compatible 
media solutions in widths of up to 5m, the 
partnership will lead to expanded sales, 
distribution, technical and service support 
for both Soyang and Josero customers.

Under the buyout agreement, Mark 
Mashiter will remain as Managing 
Director of Soyang Europe, while Sarah 
Winterbottom, formerly Managing Director 
of Josero, will assume the role of Group 
Sales Director for the Soyang/Josero 
partnership.

Meanwhile, Loic Delor, the former Director/
Owner of Josero, will assume the role 
of Operations Manager of Josero Ltd. 

and remain within the business for the 
foreseeable future to ensure a smooth 
transition.

Andrew Simmons, who previously held the 
role of Sales Director at Soyang Europe, 
has been appointed to the new role of 
Product Development Director.

On the deal, Mark Mashiter, Managing 
Director of Soyang Europe, comments: 
“From Soyang’s perspective, the 
acquisition of Josero provides us with 
a quick and proven entry into the print 
hardware market. 

“We already have a strong reputation 
with regards to the provision of wide and 
superwide-format media, and plan to build 
on this expertise within the hardware 
space with support from Josero’s specialist 
team.” 

Loic Delor adds: “Through many years of 
hard work, we’ve developed Josero into 
one of the key players within the UK wide 
format print industry. The integration of 
the Josero business into Soyang Europe 
makes complete sense; Soyang will 

drive Josero’s growth plans, while Josero 
provides Soyang with the diversification 
and expertise needed for the hardware 
segment. It’s a match made in heaven!

“On a personal level, the Soyang 
management team have very similar 
backgrounds to the Josero team, and 
we share common business values. I 
am delighted with the agreement and 
look forward to supporting the group as it 
continues on its successful business journey.”

The deal was completed on Friday 27th 
May 2022. The exact terms of the deal are 
undisclosed.

This news follows hot on the heels of the 
announcement that Fujifilm has agreed a 
partnership with Soyang to sell the Acuity 
Ultra R2 in the UK market.

www.soyang.co.uk

Avery Dennison and Mactac focus 
on sustainable solutions
Avery Dennison Graphics Solutions 
EMENA is continuing its increased focus 
on sustainability with the launch of new 
Sustainable Graphics Solutions product 
portfolios for both the Avery Dennison 
and the Mactac brands. The Sustainable 
Graphics Solutions product portfolios give 
installers even easier and wider access to 
more sustainable graphics materials, with 
a new generation of products.

Avery Dennison’s global focus on 
sustainability has evolved over many years, 
setting some of the boldest goals in the 
industry to advance environmental and 
social sustainability commitments. Alongside 
ambitious 2025 sustainability goals are 
recently introduced 2030 sustainability 
goals. These align with seven of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), and they were developed based on 
careful analysis of what is most important for 
the business and stakeholders.

Elizabeth Park (director innovation and 
marketing excellence, Graphics EMENA) 
said that sustainability is now the starting 
point for many innovations: “When 
designing Avery Dennison or Mactac 
products, sourcing our raw materials, 
and setting up manufacturing, one of the 
first questions we ask as a corporation 
is simple: ‘is it sustainable?’ This is the 
foundation for how we meet our customer’s 
needs within our commercial teams.“ 

Products in the portfolio meet one or more 
strictly defined sustainable criteria - part 
of the ongoing drive to make sure that our 
customers have more sustainable options. 
These latest innovations include Avery 
Dennison Organoid Natural Surfaces, 
made using renewable materials, along 
with the newly launched premium PVC-
free digitally printable wrapping film, SP 
1504 Easy Apply™. The Mactac portfolio 
offers PVC-free Squid® Window Textile 
films as well as paper based products 
within the WallWrap Series, such as 
WW Linen Paper, which are sourced 
from Forest Stewardship Council (FSC®) 
certified suppliers. These products are a 
key part of the transition to Sustainable 
Graphics Solutions.

graphics.averydennison.eu
www.mactacgraphics.eu
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Mimaki announces significant year on year 
growth, and strong market Position
Mimaki Europe, the leading manufacturer 
of inkjet printing and cutting technologies, 
has on 31st May unveiled an increase in 
market share across the different sectors 
it operates in, confirming the company’s 
impressive and continued leadership 
position. Mimaki’s management team 
attribute this success to the company’s 
commitment to technology innovations, 
putting their customers at the forefront, 
and its ability to anticipate and adapt to 
market trends.

Mimaki’s customer base spans four 
key sectors – Sign Graphics, Industrial, 
Textiles, and Full Colour 3D Printing. 
The numbers revealed that Mimaki 
currently holds the second largest market 
share in the Sign Graphics sector with 
sales exceeding results from 2019. The 
renowned flexibility, quality and reliability 
of Mimaki’s extensive and innovative 
technology portfolio has long been 
acknowledged as the reasons so many 
sign-makers invest in Mimaki products, 
even during the recent challenging 
economic climates.

Arjen Evertse, General Manager Sales 
EMEA, explains, “We’re extremely pleased 
to hold such a high position in this field, 
and we must also credit the ingenuity 
and creativity of our customers with this 
success. They push the boundaries of 
what is achievable with our technology 
and always challenge us to deliver more 
and more, a challenge we happily accept. 
Of course, it goes without saying that we 
always strive to be number one! There 
was a requirement for a Mimaki solution 
that delivered high productivity in this 
sector, and we have now answered this 
need with the launch of the 330 Series, 

specifically the CJV330-160 and JV330-
160, which offer high-end yet cost effective 
Sign Graphics application printing. With 
these new machines now available we 
are confident that 2022 will be an even 
stronger year for Mimaki.”

Making their international tradeshow debut 
at FESPA 2022, the print-only JV330-
160 and the integrated printer and cutter 
CJV330-160 deliver higher productivity 
while setting new standards in print quality. 
With workflow efficiency at the top of 
Mimaki’s and its customers’ agenda, in-
built cleaning mechanisms and monitoring 
features ensure seamless production 
and allow for longer running times. Both 
models also feature a newly designed 
unwinding system that allows three rolls 
of media to be loaded simultaneously, 
greatly reducing the time and manpower 
required to change print media. Another 
standard feature is an “XY slitter” - a highly 
precise cutting technology, which provides 
in-line X-axis and Y-axis sheet-fed cutting. 
This eliminates the unwinding and rough 
cutting from the workflow, helping printers 
to significantly speed up and streamline 
the post-process, with less interference 
needed.

For the Industrial and Textiles markets, 
Mimaki has maintained their position as 
market leaders in 2021. The Industrial 
portfolio consists of Mimaki’s UV flatbed 
printers and, although a significant 
percentage of this install base are used 
to produce applications associated with 
tourism and merchandising, sales in 
2021 were very similar to 2019. This is 
due to the fact that a growing number of 
industrial applications are being produced 
with Mimaki’s UJF and JFX series. While 

the tourism and merchandising sectors 
are expected to recover from downturn 
that resulted from the pandemic, Mimaki 
has been focused on increasing workflow 
optimisation and automation to support 
this growing demand for industrial and 
manufacturing applications. The latest 
additions to this product line include the 
UJF-MkII e Series and UJF-7151 plusII. 
These high-speed, high-quality direct-to-
object UV LED inkjet printers have been 
designed with performance and creativity 
in mind, while also fitting seamlessly into 
an automated production environment.

The release of TS100-1600 entry-level 
textile printer greatly contributed to 
Mimaki’s substantial growth in the Textile 
market. The trend towards on-demand, 
bespoke textiles for fashion and interiors 
has led to many companies investing in 
the TS100-1600 as their first digital printing 
solution. The new TS330-1600 will enable 
textile printing companies to take their 
productivity to the next level, with many 
new and innovative features to improve 
stability and add-ons for exceptional 
efficiency, such as a mini jumbo roll unit 
that can be added to load long transfer 
paper and further reduce running costs.

3D Printing is a newer market for Mimaki, 
but the company is making notable 
strides forward with their ground-breaking 
solutions for full colour, highly accurate 3D 
model making. The launch of its brand-
new pure clear material, MH-110PCL, 
designed for Mimaki’s flagship UV curable, 
full colour 3D printer, the 3DUJ-553, is the 
latest example of Mimaki’s commitment 
to furthering adoption of this pioneering 
technology.

“2021 has been an exceptional year for 
Mimaki and we’re very proud to have been 
able and support our customers with their 
new and existing Mimaki solutions, as 
they continue to succeed across a diverse 
range of growing markets. With numerous 
new additions to our portfolio, many of 
which were on show at FESPA, we aim 
to bring even further benefits and new 
opportunities to the markets we serve, and 
as such, we are extremely excited to see 
what the rest of 2022 will bring,” concluded 
Arjen Evertse.

www.mimakieurope.com
Mimaki’s latest large format series of printers, including the new CJV330-160 
inkjet eco-solvent printer/cutter, achieves high colour quality at high speeds.
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ArtSystems becomes UK & Ireland distributor 
for Vanguard Digital Printing Systems
ArtSystems has become the UK & Ireland 
official partner for Vanguard Digital Printing 
Systems, part of the Durst Group. The 
agreement between Durst UK & Ireland 
and ArtSystems, the specialist UK & 
Ireland distributor, covers distribution, 
service, ink supply and sales support.

Vanguard, with its printing systems for 
signage, decoration, business equipment, 
industry and packaging, has been part 
of the Durst Group - manufacturer of 
advanced digital printing and production 
technologies - since 2020. It has its 
headquarters in Lawrenceville, Georgia, 
USA, and a European branch close to the 
Durst Group headquarters in Brixen, Italy. 

ArtSystems will be working with a selected 
reseller channel providing a UK-based 
demonstration centre for resellers to bring 
their users to see the speed and quality 
of the Vanguard range. ArtSystems is 
the leading distributor in the wide format 
market and is able to support resellers 
channels with dedicated sales, training, 
support and channel marketing teams.

“This is a significant step forward as we 
continue to establish our presence in 
new markets,” said Peter Bray, Managing 
Director of Durst UK & Ireland that will 
also act on behalf of Vanguard Europe 
in the UK. “We are delighted to have a 
partner with such a strong service and 
support background. ArtSystems has been 
established for many years and has an 
unrivalled knowledge within the markets 
in which they will distribute and service 
the Vanguard products. It is an extremely 
strong fit between two major industry 
players. Vanguard’s printing systems have 
achieved significant global growth – and I 
am sure our partnership with ArtSystems 
will mirror that in the UK & Ireland.” 

Mark Lambert, Technical Director of 
Nottingham-based Art Systems Ltd, said: 
“Durst and Vanguard are highly respected 

within the wide-format printing industries. 
This agreement will have many benefits 
for all parties. Building successful reseller 
channels and supporting them with 
effective, reliable service drives our entire 
business. Our long experience in the field 
in which Vanguard operates has enabled 
us to build a highly motivated channel of 
reseller partners, which we feel certain will 
translate to a highly successful Vanguard 
channel. We invest heavily in pre-sales 
consultancy, technical support, and both 
reseller and user training. This will support 
the new Vanguard resellers to enable them 
to put this superb range of printers in front 
of their customers with total confidence.”

www.artsystems.co.uk

How to build sustainability into large 
format printing – New eBook available
Innotech Digital has published a 
comprehensive eBook covering the 
realities of being sustainable in the large 
format printing industry. The eBook 
is a guide to help printing companies 
navigate the challenges of becoming more 
sustainable throughout their operations. 

Sustainability has become a crucial element 
of just about every business and industry in 
the world.  Hardly surprising when there is 
an island of plastic twice the size of Texas 
floating in the Pacific Ocean. Global carbon 
emissions are at an all-time high, and over 
30,000 deaths per year are caused by local 
air pollution in the UK alone. 

Sustainability in large format printing 
doesn’t sound like it can make a difference 
to these grand problems, but everyone 
needs to play their part and Innotech’s 
guide will help print companies make key 
changes to their business that can make 
their operations more sustainable and 
profitable at the same time.

Printing requires materials, energy, labour, 
and transport all of which produces 
carbon. While this is inescapable, there 
are several ways to build sustainability into 
printing that can tip the balance in favour 
of eco-friendliness. 

Building sustainability into a large format 
printing business is clearly worthwhile and 
the Innotech eBook explains how this can 
reduce waste disposal costs, increase 
efficiency, attract new customers, boost 
bottom line profitability and enhance 
reputation. 

Kieran Dallow, Marketing Manager for 
Innotech Digital, says, “Most printers are 
keen to find out ways to become more 
green in their operations, but a lot don’t 
know where to start. There is an awful lot 
of ‘talking-the-talk’ going on in the industry 
and our guide is designed to show how 
to really do something, with actionable 
insights on how to help make small steps 
to being more green.” 

Download the Innotech eBook – “How 
to Build Sustainability into Large Format 
Printing” at:

innotechdigital.com/blog
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CMYUK appoints Material Solutions as 
its distributor in Ireland
CMYUK has appointed Material Solutions 
as its distributor in Ireland. This strategic 
partnership will ensure that supply of 
CMYUK’s materials to its buoyant Irish 
customer base continues without logistical 
compromises caused by Brexit.

CMYUK regards itself as the premier 
digital print-ready materials supplier for 
the wide format digital print industry in the 
UK and Ireland. It partners exclusively 
with world-leading manufacturing brands 
such as PONGS®, Kavalan, and UFabrik 
to bring high quality, innovative, and 
sustainable materials to market.

Dublin-based Material Solutions has an 
impressive pedigree with over 80 years-
experience in supplying materials to the 
Print & Signage industry in Ireland. It offers 
the largest range of print-ready materials 
and provides a comprehensive service 
supported by a dedicated and committed 
team, whose knowledge and expertise in 
the industry is second to none.

“We are delighted to partner with Material 
Solutions in Ireland. This is a commercial 
decision that has arisen because many 
of our Irish customers wish to continue 
working with CMYUK and the exclusive 
brands we offer, despite the complications 
of Brexit.

“Material Solutions is a perfect distribution 
partner for CMYUK in facilitating our 
exclusive ranges from PONGS®, UFabrik, 
Kavalan, plus many new additions with 
our current and new customers. It has 
a long-held reputation for introducing 
new products into the Irish market, and 
like CMYUK, places customer service 
at the centre of its operations. Its well-
established infrastructure will allow for 
the fulfilment of next day delivery on all 
our products, a service which CMYUK 
customers have come to expect,” said Joel 
Willcock, Commercial Director, CMYUK.

Ian Scouler, Managing Director, Material 
Solutions said, “CMYUK is the best-
qualified partner in the UK’s digital 
printed textile industry. Its knowledge and 
experience within the PVC-free banner 
and mesh industry is outstanding. We are 
seeking a fresh start in our textile portfolio 
and by working with CMYUK, we will 
deliver cutting edge eco solutions to the 
Irish market.”

Stephen Hudson, Owner, and MD of 
Printroom, one of CMYUK’s largest 
customers in Ireland said, “When supply, 
freight times, and new documentation 
became more complex following Brexit, 
it was clear that a long-term solution was 
required for us to continue to purchase 

important brands from CMYUK. I was 
relieved when Joel confirmed that the 
company would explore all options to 
ensure large stockholdings of PONGS®, 
UFabrik, and Kavalan products in Ireland 
for next day access.

“Material Solutions is also a great long-
term supplier to our business, so this 
new partnership not only adds significant 
value to us but allows for the overall 
development and supply of super-wide 
materials within Ireland.”

www.cmyuk.com

L to R: Joel Willock, CMYUK; 
Paddy Slevin, Material Solutions; 
Sebastian Tens, PONGS®; 
Naue Tunes, Material Solutions; 
Dermot McCaley, Material Solutions; 
David Ryan, Material Solutions; 
Mick Crook, CMYUK.  

Ricoh revamps customer experience centre
Ricoh has announced that its newly 
revamped Customer Experience Centre is 
now open for business. Based in Telford, 
the major transformation project saw Ricoh 
work with adhesive science solutions expert 
Drytac to overhaul the look of the facility.

Ricoh’s new Customer Experience Centre, 
which is adjacent to Ricoh’s Smart Factory 
and R&D facilities, allows visitors to 
explore the latest innovations in Ricoh’s 
printing solutions and speak with experts 
about how they can utilise this technology 
to grow their business. The venue also 
serves as a proof of concept and test 
centre for software workflows and digital 
front ends, ensuring visitors are getting the 
most out of their Ricoh machines.

Ricoh and Drytac collaborated to bring 
a fresh look to the facility, with the aim 
of offering customers an even more 
inspirational and stimulating experience 
during their visit, allowing them to go away 

with a whole range of new application and 
business ideas.

The revamped facility in Shropshire 
features a host of bright and eye-catching 
graphics, all of which were printed on 
Drytac material using a Ricoh Pro L5160 
at the Drytac Academy in Bristol.

More than 40 new graphics applications 
were installed throughout the Customer 
Experience Centre, the largest of which 
measured more than 11.5m wide. When 
printing the graphics, Drytac utilised 
three of its core products: ReTac Smooth 
150, ReTac Textures Canvas and ReTac 
Texture Linen.

The ReTac products were quickly identified 
as the perfect solution for the project as 
they are ‘permanently peelable’ and will 
not damage the surface when it is time to 
remove or update the graphics, even years 
after application.

The graphics took just one week to install, 
with the end result being a revamped 
facility that offers Ricoh customers the 
inspiration and motivation to expand into 
exciting new areas and develop their 
businesses.

The revamped facility in Shropshire 
features a host of bright and eye-catching 
graphics, all of which were printed on 
Drytac material using a Ricoh Pro L5160 
at the Drytac Academy in Bristol.
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Spandex unifies group under 
a single refreshed brand
Spandex, the one-stop supplier of 
innovative solutions to the sign, graphics, 
architectural and automotive markets, 
is introducing a new logo to reflect the 
evolution of the business while also 
unifying its brand across all group 
companies in Europe and Australia with 
effect from May 2nd 2022.

The new logo features partially open 
concentric circles, a reference to the 
rolls of self-adhesive vinyl that are at the 
core of the Spandex portfolio, while also 
conveying the company’s evolving offering 
and expertise, global reach and expansion 
into new applications and markets. The 
circles also denote Spandex’s aspirations 
towards a circular economy and to create 
a positive ‘ripple effect’ in the visual 
communications sector by helping 
customers to unlock new commercial 
opportunities. 

Andrew Coulsen, Spandex CEO explains: 
“Spandex today serves 40000 customers 
in 20 countries with more than 35000 
products. Looking to the future, we want 
our brand to clearly communicate all the 
attributes of our business, and our mission 
to help customers push their creative 
boundaries, supported by performance 
products, specialist knowledge and real-
world application expertise.” 

This ambition is reflected in the new 
strapline, ‘Inspiring Creativity’, which 
celebrates the diverse Spandex customer 
community, including sign-makers, 
graphics producers, wrappers, visual 
communicators, print service providers, 
installers, interior designers and architects. 

The new brand identity will now be 
extended to all Spandex distribution 
companies in Europe and Australia and 
will become visible across all Spandex 
customer-facing communications over 
the course of 2022. Branding of Spandex 
Group businesses in North America will be 
reviewed at a later date.

Andrew Coulsen adds: “Over the last 
decade, the Spandex Group has acquired 
many independent companies worldwide*, 
and we continue to look actively for 
acquisition opportunities in all regions. 
The integration of these businesses has 
added layers of specialist expertise, 
particularly in rigid media, textiles and 
architectural products, while expanding 
our range, distribution infrastructure, 
geographical reach and customer base. 
Many of these businesses have continued 
until now to trade under their original 
name, which preserved existing loyalty 
and brand awareness, while still helping 
their customers benefit from access to a 

larger international operation. That focus 
on the customer doesn’t change, but 
now everyone will know us by the name 
Spandex.”

Enhanced online experience for 
Spandex customers
Coinciding with the rebrand, Spandex 
has enhanced its website to speed up 
and improve the overall user experience. 
Registration is faster and easier, and 
customers can find the products they need 
more quickly, supported by new options 
to search by colour name and check if 
products are available for immediate 
dispatch. Advanced user management 
options give administrators greater control 
over ordering across their organisation, 
with clearer visibility of order status. A new 
web-based app makes it just as easy to 
browse and order products on the move as 
from a desktop.

www.spandex.co.uk

New logo reflects core values 
and growth ambitions

Antalis, a European leading distributor 
of Visual Communication substrates, 
announces its exclusive sponsorship of 
the Global Car Wrapper Awards 2022 
(GCWA), the global competition for car 
wrapping. 

GCWA is a live global showcase of wrap 
installers’ work and offers the perfect 
opportunity for vehicle wrappers to 
show, and share, their expertise without 
limitations of distance, time zones or years 
of experience.

The 2022 awards have been updated and 
renewed, with 11 wrap install categories 
now available. The awards are open for 
entries until 30th November 2022.

“This contest is a great opportunity for 
wrapping experts to show both their 
professionalism and creative art, in a 

friendly atmosphere. I encourage everyone 
to register and enjoy the Antalis-sponsored 
GCWA experience!”, states Mike Collins, 
Antalis Product Manager for Visual 
Communications.

The events of the contest can be 
followed, and candidates can submit wrap 
entries, via the Car Wrapper 3D mobile 
application, which can be found via links 
on the Car Wrapper 3D Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/carwrapper3d/) and on 
the GCWA web page (www.carwrapper.com).

The app’s calendar has details of live wrap 
streams and #wraptour events. 

Mike adds, “Antalis has recently invested 
in the car wrapping market by reaching a 
pan-European distribution agreement with 
Arlon, a range we’re excited to launch in 
the UK and Ireland later this year. Arlon 

materials will enhance our product offering 
in this area, with agreements already in 
place with Avery, 3M and Orafol in many 
Antalis countries. Our sponsorship of 
the GCWA shows Antalis’ support and 
commitment to contributing to a vibrant car 
wrapping community.”

With the expert judges selecting a 
winner for each of the 11 categories, 
and presenting 3 special recognition 
awards in addition, GCWA offers much 
opportunity for worldwide recognition and 
exposure within the industry. Finalists will 
be announced on 8th December and an 
awards ceremony will take place on 15th 
December.

For more information, please get in touch 
at contact@antalis.co.uk    

Antalis sponsors the 
Global Car Wrapper Awards
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Mimaki UJV55-320 3.2m printer with twin 
roll capability of 2 x 1.52m - Hampshire £19,995

HP FB750 Flatbed printer with optional 
roll feed attachment - Nottinghamshire £30,000

Gerber 1370mm vinyl cutter with optical 
sensor - Oxfordshire £900

HP Latex 115, hardly used. Needs new 
ink cartridges and heads - Oxfordshire £1,000

Mimaki JV33-160, fully refurbished and 
runs perfectly - Berkshire £4,500

Roland VersaCaam SP-540i - 7 years old 
- Scotland Offers

HP Latex 360 - recent maintenance - 
South West London £4,500

Duster 3000 by Island Clean Air, 2 
available - Oxfordshire £900

Manual / Electric laminator - 1400mm 
Great condition - Devon £300

GMP Excelam Q1400 Cold Laminator - 
Wolverhampton £600

WANTED

WANTED
Engraving Machines
Manual and computerised, 

most makes, in any condition
Tel: 01992 899 255

sales@ronamachines.co.uk
ronamachines.co.uk

HP FB750

UV flatbed printer for sale due to 
retirement.

Prints 2.5m wide, rigid and roll.

In outstanding condition, light use only.

 £30,000

Lots of other equipment available
router, cutter, laminator, forklift etc

0330 1742937
East Midlands

(local rate)

Price excludes vat.
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JOB VACANCIES

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Long established Sign & Graphics company
based in Manchester 

Retirement forces sale, Average turnover £1.2m
Experienced and valued staff

Wide format printing, Nationwide installation 
Great investment and potential opportunity

Send email for more information 

sign.bus4sale@gmail.com

Sign Company for Sale

COMPANY BASED IN NORTH ESSEX
(ESTABLISHED IN 1978)

SALE DUE TO RETIREMENT

AVERAGE YEARLY TURNOVER LAST 3 YEARS OVER £120k
(PROFIT OVER 50%)

LARGE & LOYAL CUSTOMER BASE

ALL MACHINERY/STOCK
& GOODWILL INCLUDED

ASKING PRICE £120k

PLEASE PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS
07717 455 356

SIGN & LABEL ENGRAVING COMPANY

FOR SALE

Greater Manchester
Bolton Sign are looking to recruit for the 2 positions below. We pride ourselves 

on combining the experience and ability to manage large nationwide projects with 
the customer service and values of a family run business. We supply a full range 
of services across the UK from vehicle wrapping to corporate signage. As well as 

company rebranding including logo design, vehicle re-livery and internal and external 
site signage.

Experienced Vinyl Operative
•	Demonstrate experience with all aspects of graphic and print applications including on 
site installation and direct to substrate

•	Be capable of cut vinyl application on a range of vehicles, ability to wrap would be a 
huge bonus

•	Experience with Rowland Solvent Printer, Suma Plotter and heated laminator
•	Confident with programmes such as Flexi Sign, Adobe Illustrator, Versa Works
•	Ability to work consistently to a very high standard
•	Able to work on own initiative and meet deadlines
•	Full UK driving licence desirable with confidence driving LWB vans
•	Possession of CSCS, IPAF, PASMA cards are beneficial but can be worked towards
•	As a member of our manufacturing team you will be expected to assist in other areas of 
the workshop when required and will be provided with training on the relevant machines 
and processes for example LED, CNC Router operating, general assembly.

•	Use of measuring equipment in order to check own work
•	Operate plant and equipment and follow safe operating instructions
•	Maintain good working practice and housekeeping
•	Use equipment correctly and ensuring such equipment is in a satisfactory condition

Salary: £9.50-£15.00 per hour (Full-time, Contract, Permanent)

Please apply with details to holly@boltonsign.co.uk

Experienced Sheet Metal Fabricator
•	Fabrication of signs and displays from a wide range of metals including aluminium, 
Steel, Brass, Copper, Zinc.

•	Tig and Mig welding experience required as well as Soldering.
•	Manufacture of components from engineering drawings
•	Use of measuring equipment in order to check own work
•	Operate plant and equipment and follow safe operating instructions
•	Maintain good working practice and housekeeping
•	Use equipment correctly and ensuring such equipment is in a satisfactory condition
•	Ensuring completed tasks are progressed/available for the next operation
•	Working as part of a team to contribute to improving workshop processes
•	Achieve high standards of quality in line with targeted levels of output.
•	As a member of our manufacturing team you will be expected to assist in other areas of 
the workshop when required and will be provided with training on the relevant machines 
and processes for example LED, CNC Router operating, general assembly
Salary: £25,000.00-£30,000.00 per year (Full-time, Permanent)

Covering East Sussex
 & surrounding areas

All inquiries: 01323 642625 
sales@signtek.co.uk

Sign Business For Sale
West Cork Ireland

Very Profitable business with a vast variation of work from vehicles, 
marine to local authorities and Health care facilities.

Enjoy a fantastic lifestyle in the heart of West Cork Ireland. Travel to work 
without the congestion of motorways and traffic lights.

Owner is trying to retire but willing to stay on part-time to help the transition 
into the lifestyle you deserve and get you acquainted with the regular 

customers.
3 Full time staff are also here to help organise the workflow and production.

The Working atmosphere is Fantastic.
Over 30 years established with Full wide format digital print capabilities.

Ideally suited to a hands-on person that enjoys meeting people and is not 
afraid of hard but enjoyable work. Only 10 min from the coast with beautiful 

beaches and sailing centres.
This business has grown over the years and is ready to have new blood to 

either run it or to help run it.
Very healthy cashflow and no debts.

Turnover between €350k to €400k ( Offers in excess of €185k considered )

info@signstudiocork.com

MOUNTER/FINISHER

23k-25k+ dependent on abilities.

Required for small Graphics & Exhibition Company 
based in Croydon producing Display Panels,  

Roller Banners and Interior & Exterior Signage. 
Roll to roll print production an advantage  

& could reflect in the salary. 

 Hours Monday - Thursday 9am - 5.30pm,  Friday 9am - 1pm 
Apply by email: info@graphic-ps.co.uk

VACANCY ADVERT.qxp_Layout 1  14/06/2022  12:39  Page 1

REGULAR
CLASSIFIEDS

To advertise call Martin 
on 01784 605 601

All jobs and used equipment for 
sale also go online.

Half page £220

Quarter page £120

1/8th page £70

1/16th page £40

ISSUE 203 JULY/AUG 2022  Sign Update 57

http://www.signupdate.co.uk/jobs
http://www.signupdate.co.uk/bus?utm_source=SignUpdate&utm_medium=Online-magazine
mailto:holly@boltonsign.co.uk
http://mailto:info@signstudiocork.com
mailto:sign.bus4sale@gmail.com


brandconsortia.com

THE SHORT VERSION:
Based in Manchester, working nationally with overnight/weekend work needed and is
paid accordingly well. We’re simply looking for the best sign fitters to join us on a full time
basis - do you have an eye for detail and you take take pride in the quality of your work?
Send an email with your cv to hr@brandconsortia.com and let’s talk

Essential Skills: CSCS, IPAF, PASMA
Working with: Aluminium sign trays, tensioned flex face systems, LED illumination, 
                         built-up lettering, vinyl graphics & more.

Well Paid Full-Time
Highly Skilled
Sign Fitting 
Crew Wanted

QUALITY ENGINEERS OF SIGNS AND GRAPHICS

We’re a sign and graphic  
contractor based in the North 
West, in Greater Manchester, 
due to our continued growth 
we need to expand our fitting 
capacity. 

We do our own in-house 
manufacturing to keep our 
quality high, and need to 
increase our skilled 
installation crews on the 
same basis.

We predominantly work with 
fabricated tray signs, LED 
illumination, digitally printed 
vinyl graphics and stand-off 
lettering. 

The role involves travelling 
nationally installing signs and 
graphics for many well known 
high street, grocery and 
bespoke brands. Previous 
experience and a practical 
mind, as always, are essential.

It would be great if you were a 
team of two experienced sign 
fitters who wanted to join us 
together to form a whole 
additional crew - however 
sole applicants to work with 
our existing teams and other 
applicants are definitely 
welcome too!

Give us a call 0345 2000 768
or hr@brandconsortia.com

(no agencies please)

THE FULL STORY:

Give us a call 0345 2000 768 or email hr@brandconsortia.com
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ATA Engineering Products Ltd
ATA House, Unit B, Boundary Way, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP2 7SS
t: 01442 264411   e: sales@ataeng.com   www.ataeng.com

Router Cutters
ATA Engineering carry an extensive stock of 
cutters, tool holders and collets, all for next day delivery. 

The ATA range of CNC Laser Cutters includes 
models for non-metalic materials. They are 
equipped with co2 laser tubes, which can be 
used for cutting non-metalic materials such as 
acrylic, MDF, plywood, etc.

 Solutions for 
Signmakers

from

ATA CNC Laser Cutters

Visit our online shop at www.atacuttershop.com

Laser Bonding
LBT’s laser bonding technology 
offers a unique solution for 
creating permanent, high 
contrast, high resolution marks 
on a wide variety of surfaces, 
including most metals, glass, 
ceramic and many plastics.

NEW

Halo illuminated letters 

Built up letters
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OF SURFACE PROTECTION MATS

SUPASEAL

FROM £ 8.72

HEAVY DUTY

FROM £ 24.91

VIEW THE FULL RANGE TODAY! SUPALITESUPASEAL-AS HYGIENE

CLASSIFIEDS 
ADVERTISING
01784 605 601

All jobs, businesses for sale and 
used equipment for sale also go 
online at:

•	www.signupdate.co.uk/jobs
•	www.signupdate.co.uk/bus
•	www.signupdate.co.uk/for-sale

Half page £220

Quarter page £120

1/8th page £70

1/16th page £40
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THE UK’S PREMIER SIGN TRADE SUPPLIER

SIGN FIXINGS CABLE DISPLAY SYSTEMS SCREW COVERS LED WINDOW KITS DIGITAL DISPLAYS ROD DISPLAYS

HIGH QUALITY AT LOW TRADE PRICES
Take advantage of your trade status 
and use code TRADE10 when you 
order by phone or online. *Limited Offer.

LED Window Kits 
from £60.00

Sign Fixings 
from 80p

We are so confident our prices are 
the lowest around, that if you find 
the same like-for-like in-stock 
product cheaper from any UK sign 
supplies retailer* we will match 
the price! (*Check website for qualifying criteria)

Clear Acrylic 
Sign Standoffs 
from £1.20

NO SECONDS OR REJECTS

Bisbell 
AAraccon by Design 

Scan Me 

Proud to have served the Sign & Display
trade for over 50 years.

One of the leading suppliers of wide format 
magneec and ferrous materials across the UK

Get in touch:
Telephone: 01283 531000
Email: sales@bisbellmagnets.com
Website:www.bisbellmagnets.com

Our range includes:
-Our new environmentally friendly 0.3mm 
PET magnetic up to 1520mm 
- Magnetic and Steel tape 
- Wide format magnetic up to 1520mm 
- Dry Wipe / Chalkboard 
- - Clear window Film
- HD Ferro up to 1626mm 

REGULAR
CLASSIFIEDS

To advertise call Martin 
on 01784 605 601

All jobs and used equipment for 
sale also go online.

Half page £220

Quarter page £120

1/8th page £70

1/16th page £40
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A BOARDS

DES LTD
Knowles Ind Est, Buxton Road, 
Furness Vale, High Peak SK23 7PH
Tel: 01663 744824
desaboard@gmail.com
www.desltd.co.uk
Manufacturer of the most popular 
metal Pavement Sign / A Board. Made 
from 1.2mm galvanised steel, 11kg. 
Powder Coated with stainless hinge 
and heavy duty stays and rubber 
feet. Prices From £45.64 - std 533 x 
864mm. Available in stock colours or 
bespoke. Ral Colours. CALL NOW. 
Orders before 11 for next day delivery.

SPECTRON LED LTD
102 Chapel Walks, Chapel Street, 
Salford, M3 5DW
Tel: 0161 263 8828
sales@spectronled.co.uk
www.ledsignsandlighting.co.uk
Specialist LED lighting supplier 
offering a wide range of commercial 
grade LED components, signage 
& POS display systems including 
battery or mains powered LED 
Illuminated A-Boards (A1 single/
double-sided); Aluminium Light 
Panels; & LED Glass Fronted Pockets 
with cable kit. Trade prices, technical 
support and same day despatch 
available.

ACRYLIC SHEET

RIGHTON BLACKBURNS LTD
Building 38, Second Avenue, The 
Pensnett Estate, Kingswinford, West 
Midlands DY6 7UE
Tel: 01384 276400
sales@rblimited.co.uk
www.rightonblackburns.co.uk
UK distributor of Polycasa Crylux 
Cast & Crylon extruded sheet 
acrylic. Available in a wide range 
of clear, opals, colours and special 
finishes. Also stocked: Alucobest 
aluminium composite sheet, Marlon 
solid polycarbonate, PET-G, SAN, 
polystyrene, hygienic cladding, rigid 
PVC and fixing accessories, sign 
post systems, aluminium sheet and 
extrusions.

VISIONS IN PLASTICS
Unit 3, Delta Court (Robin Hood 
Airport), Auckley, Doncaster DN9 
3GN
Tel: 01302 775920
sales@visionsinplastics.co.uk
www.visionsinplastics.co.uk
Stocks of Mirrored Extruded Acrylic 
in clear, 19 colours, See-Thru, Two 
sided, Anti Scatch, Anti Fog. Mirrored 
Polycarbonate, Petg and Polystyene. 
Non mirrored sheet in Acrylic, ABS, 
Polycarbonate, Polystyrene and PVC 
Foam.

A BOARDS

ACRYLIC SHEET

ACRYLIC SIGN FABRICATION

ALUMINIUM SIGNS

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNAGE DESIGN

BLADES / SMART KNIVES

BRAILLE AND TACTILE SIGNS

BRONZE PLAQUES

BUILT UP LETTERS ACRYLIC

BUILT UP LETTERS ALTERNATIVE 

MATERIALS

BUILT UP LETTERS METAL

CABLE DISPLAY SYSTEMS

CAST SIGNS

CHEMICAL ETCHING

CHEVRON KITS

CHROME PLATED LETTERS

CNC ROUTING & ENGRAVING MACHINES

COAT OF ARMS

COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES

CUT-OUT LETTERS

CUTTING MATS

DIGITAL POSTERS

DIGITAL PRINTED SIGNS

DIGITAL PRINTER SUPPLIES

DIGITAL SIGNAGE

DOMES & DISHES

DOUBLE SIDED TAPES & ADHESIVES

EDGELIT SIGNS

ENGRAVING

EXHIBITIONS

FLAT CUT LETTERS

FREELANCE SIGN DESIGN

GENERAL SIGN SUPPLIERS

GOLD LEAF SUPPLIERS

INSTALLATION CONTRACTORS

LAMINATING/ENCAPSULATING

LASER CUTTING/ENGRAVING

LASER CUTTING/ENGRAVING MACHINES

LED ILLUMINATED LETTERS

LED ILLUMINATION

LED NEON

LED WINDOW DISPLAYS

LIGHT BOXES & LIGHTING

MAGNETIC MATERIAL

MOULDED & FABRICATED PLASTICS

MOULDED LETTERS

NEON MANUFACTURERS (TRADE)

NEON REPLACEMENT LETTERS

NOTICE BOARDS - LOCKABLE/EXTERIOR

PLASTIC SHEETS

PROJECTING SIGNS

REFLECTIVE VINYL/TAPES

ROUTER CUTTERS/ PLOTTER BLADES

SCREEN PRINTING

SCULPTORS

SHEET MATERIALS

SIGN & DISPLAY SYSTEMS

SIGN LOCATORS

SIGN POSTS & FIXINGS

SIGN SUPPORT SYSTEMS

SIGN SURVEYOR

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIERS

SPECIALITY FILMS

TRADITIONAL SIGNWRITERS/GILDERS

TRANSFER PAPERS/HEAT PRESSES

TRAY SIGNS

TROUGH LIGHTING

VINYL & GRAPHIC INSTALLATIONS

VINYL SUPPLIES

WAYFINDING SIGNS

WIDE FORMAT PRINTING

WIDE FORMAT SOLUTIONS PROVIDER

BUYERS GUIDE
Search through the Buyers Guide quickly online
at www.signupdate.co.uk/bg

To advertise on these pages costs as little as £130 for a full years 
advertising in our magazine and our website with web-links back to 
you! Extra entries cost just £65 + vat
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ACRYLIC SIGN FABRICATION

SIGNFAB LTD
1a Beehive works, Milton St, 
Sheffield S3 7WL
Tel: 01143 277 960
signfabltd@gmail.com
www.signsfabrication.co.uk
Bespoke acrylic manufacturing for 
the trade. Specializing with CNC cut 
out shapes and letters using acrylic, 
Foamex and Dibond. Also offer acrylic 
line bending, polishing and drilling. 
Fabricating clear acrylic boxes for 
neon lights and displays. For the last 
20 years Signfab has been a one man 
business and attention to quality and 
care is paramount.

ALUMINIUM SIGNS

MULTITECHNIC LTD (EST. 1972)
Coopies Lane Industrial Estate, 
Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 6JQ
Tel: 01670 512090
sales@multitechnic.co.uk
www.multitechnic.co.uk
Full colour graphics that are genuinely 
under the surface of anodised 
aluminium. Unlike any other process, 
the highest quality digital print is 
created inside the anodised layer 
as part of the anodising process. 
This means that the signs cannot 
be defaced by scraping off the 
image, making digital anoprinting 
ideal for signs in public buildings 
such as schools, colleges & student 
accommodation.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNAGE 
DESIGN

SIGNBOX
1-3 Egham Business Village, 
Crabtree Road, Egham, Surrey TW20 
8RB
Tel: 01784 438 688
sales@signbox.co.uk
www.signbox.co.uk
Signbox signs make buildings 
and people, well, just work. The 
signage industry’s finest We’ve built 
a reputation on our innovational 
approach to signage that’s emulated 
by our rivals and coveted by our 
clients across the globe and, 
in recognition of our iconic sign 
solutions, the signage industry 
has rewarded us with a number 
of prestigious design and product 
awards.

VISUAL GROUP
Hunt Lane, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire DN5 9SH
Tel: 01302 800 250
sales@visual-group.co.uk
visual-group.co.uk
The importance of a stylish, high 
quality, well-made product cannot 
be underestimated. Here at Visual 
Group, we aim to manufacture to 
the highest level enabling complete 
satisfaction. Our highly skilled 
craftsmen with over 30 years’ 
experience within the industry, use a 
combination of traditional and modern 
manufacturing techniques and have 
the latest technologies on hand.

BLADES / SMART KNIVES

EDWARD MATHIAS & CO
PO BOX 121, Frodsham, Cheshire, 
WA6 1AA
Tel: 01928 739 799
info@edwardmathias.com
www.edwardmathias.com
Specialist manufacturers/suppliers 
of tungsten carbide plotter blades 
and router cutters. We don’t just 
sell blades, we are the UK’s leading 
manufacturer. Note - we have no 
connection with any other company 
who sell or re-sharpen blades.

BRAILLE AND TACTILE SIGNS

BESPOKE MANUFACTURING 
LTD
Unit 1B Commerce Way, Walrow 
Industrial Estate, Highbridge, 
Somerset TA9 4AG
Tel: 01278 793 800
sales@bespokemanufacturing.
co.uk
www.bespokemanufacturingltd.
co.uk
Bespoke Manufacturing specialise 
in a wide range of Braille and Tactile 
signage. We’ve been trading for 
over 20 years and have built up 
an impeccable reputation in the 
braille and tactile sector. We use 
substrates such as acrylics, brass, 
copper, stainless steel and aluminium 
including slats style systems providing 
single signs, to complete directories. 
All our work is carried out in house.

BRAILLESIGNS.UK
Part of the Display Signs Group, 
Uxbridge UB8 2UB
Tel: 01895 812161
Info@displaysigns.net
www.braillesigns.uk
Braillesigns.uk provide clear, easy to 
read signs for the visually impaired. 
We can supply signs in most colours 
and materials that will help you 
comply with current DDA regulations. 
Standard ranges for Care Homes, 
Hotels, Offices, Education and the 
NHS combine raised tactile lettering, 
Class 1 UK Braille in a choice of matt 
finish colours. Custom Signs in a 
variety of materials.

BRONZE PLAQUES

PHOTOCAST PRODUCTS LTD
78 Venture Point West, Even Road, 
Liverpool, L24 9PB
Tel: 0151 4862 821
kim@photocast.co.uk
www.photocast.co.uk
Photocast Products Ltd is a Liverpool 
based designer and specialist 
manufacturer of etched zinc and 
cast bronze interpretive, decorative, 
architectural plaques and signage for 
both internal and external usages, 
alongside aluminium, bronze and zinc 
memorial plaques that can include 
photographs, clip arts and motifs as 
well as personalised messages and 
wording.

BUILT UP LETTERS ACRYLIC

3D ACRYLICS & METALS LTD
Unit B1, Felling Business Centre, 
Green Lane, Gateshead, Tyne & 
Wear, NE10 0QH
Tel: 0191 469 1199
acrylics3d@hotmail.com
www.3dacrylics.co.uk
In house manufacturers of high 
quality built up and flat cut lettering 
and logos, we can offer back trays 
and fixings along with face and/or 
halo LED illumination. Our prices are 
very competitive and offer a prompt 
service.

SIGN HERE
179 Fosse Road North, Leicester, 
LE3 5EZ
Tel: 08085 428021
sales@sign-here.co.uk
www.sign-here.co.uk
Trade service for 3D built up lettering 
& logos in a variety of materials. We 
will give you a professional reliable 
& efficient service at a competitive 
price. From a single letter to a fully 
illuminated sign ready for installation. 
For a quote or just friendly advice 
contact us. We are here to help.

SPECTRON LED LTD
102 Chapel Walks, Chapel Street, 
Salford, M3 5DW
Tel: 0161 263 8828
sales@spectronled.co.uk
www.ledsignsandlighting.co.uk
Specialist trade suppliers of premium 
quality solid acrylic lettering (faux 
neon) and logos with face/halo LED 
illumination. Hand finished, with 
high gloss polishing/matt finish. All 
styles available with serviceable 
back suitable for internal/external 
installation. Letter edges can be 
spray painted to any RAL. LED lights 
sources included. Approximately 10 
day turnaround. Competitive prices.

BUILT UP LETTERS ALTERNATIVE 
MATERIALS

INCOGNITO TRADE SIGNS
Unit 1 Colemans Yard, Alfreton Road 
Derby, DE21 4AL
Tel: 01332 322750
info@incognito-tradesigns.com
www.incognito-tradesigns.com
We are a trade supplier of 3D letters, 
logos, crests & stage props using 
alternative materials such as XPS 
Foam & Signblock which is a more 
cost effective way of creating a 3D 
effect than traditional acrylic or metal. 
We can produce almost any shape 
in numerous finishes, giving the 
appearance of other materials such 
as wood, steel or plastic but without 
the associated limitations.

BUILT UP LETTERS METAL

3D ACRYLICS & METALS LTD
Unit B1, Felling Business Centre, 
Green Lane, Gateshead, Tyne & 
Wear, NE10 0QH
Tel: 0191 469 1199
acrylics3d@hotmail.com
www.3dacrylics.co.uk
In house manufacturers of high quality 
built up and flat cut lettering and logos 
in aluminium and stainless steel, we 
also offer a painting or powder coating 
service & most letters can be fitted 
with LED modules. Our prices are 
very competitive and offer a prompt 
service.

AES SIGNS LTD (EST. 1972)
The Old Laundry, 15 Barratt Street, 
Easton, Bristol BS5 6DE
Tel: 0117 951 0234
sales@aessigns.co.uk
www.aessigns.co.uk
Specialist manufacturers of built-up/
flat cut letters, logos in stainless 
steel, brass, aluminium etc. Very 
competitive prices, excellent delivery, 
highest quality, full design service. 
Prompt response to all enquiries.

APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
Trusted TRADE suppliers of hand 
crafted; quality 3D built up metal 
letters & logos. Lettering starts at 
just 50mm high in materials such as 
stainless steel, brass, copper, titanium 
& aluminium. Finishes include satin, 
polished or brushed & RAL or British 
Standard (BS) paint processes. 
Also available with halo & face lit 
illumination from our award winning & 
cost-effective LED range.
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SMITH TRADE SIGNAGE
Grove Works, Barnard Castle, Co 
Durham, DL12 8JG
Tel: 01833 694700
info@smith-signdisplay.co.uk
www.smith-signdisplay.co.uk
Part of William Smith Group 1832, 
we are a leading trade-only fabricator 
of commercial signage products 
including Built-Up Letters. With over 
200 years industry experience we are 
able to assist with all project types 
including Face Illuminated Letters, 
Halo illuminated, Rim and Return, and 
standard Non-Illuminated Letters.

SPECTRON LED LTD
102 Chapel Walks, Chapel Street, 
Salford, M3 5DW
Tel: 0161 263 8828
sales@spectronled.co.uk
www.ledsignsandlighting.co.uk
Specialist trade suppliers of premium 
quality, stainless steel 3D built-up 
letters and logos with face, edge-lit or 
halo LED illumination. Hand finished. 
Inside letters are painted white and 
LED light sources will be provided 
and fitted. No minimum height of 
letters. Choice of mirror or brushed 
finish. Spray painting to any RAL 
colour FOC. Approximately 10 day 
turnaround. Very competitive prices.

WATERJET SIGNS LTD
Continental Approach, Westwood 
Industrial Estate, Ramsgate Road, 
Margate, Kent CT9 4JG
Tel: 01843 225666
waterjetsigns@btconnect.com
www.waterjetsigns.co.uk
Specialise in manufacturing signs 
to the trade with over 40 years’ 
experience in the signage industry. 
3D Built up letters, Flat cut letters, 
Projecting Signs, Facia Signs, and 
Illuminated Light Boxes. All work 
undertaken in house. Competitive 
prices and prompt service.

CABLE DISPLAY SYSTEMS

ISPI TRADE LTD
Unit 3.3 Strathclyde Business Park, 
19 Starling Way, Bellshill ML4 3PU
Tel: 0141 764 1600
sales@ispitrade.com
www.ispitrade.com
Cable display systems are simple yet 
highly flexible. Available in high quality 
solid brass with a polished chrome 
finish or satin finish aluminium. Cable 
systems can be used for modern 
retail shelving, displaying signage and 
LED window displays which are highly 
effective for shop fronts. We supply all 
parts individually or as simple to use 
complete kits. Need help? Use our 
new online chat.

FABRICUT
Unit 2 Browells Lane, Feltham, 
Middlesex, TW13 7EQ
Tel: 020 8751 7250
mailus@fabricut.co.uk
www.fabricut.co.uk
Offering a trade service for 3D built 
up lettering and logos with or without 
LEDs for face or halo illumination. 
Various styles and finishes available 
including powder coated, wet 
sprayed, rimless, rim & return, 
fairground, aged/rusted and sand 
blasted. We’re known for our high 
quality and attention to detail; email 
your enquiries to receive a prompt 
quotation or call us to discuss your 
project.

ICE SIGNS
Tannery Works, 12 Whingate, Leeds 
LS12 3BL
Tel: 0113 2242124
sales@icesigns.co.uk
www.icesigns.co.uk
Manufacturers of Built Up - Flat Cut - 
Rim and Return Leters and Logos in 
Stainless Steel, Aluminium, Copper 
and Brass. We also fit neon tube or 
LED modules within the Letters for 
face or halo illumination.

LOGOTECH DISPLAY 
SOLUTIONS LTD
Unit 6, Atley Business Pk, North 
Nelson Ind Est, Cramlington, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne NE23 1WP
Tel: 01670 737 225
sales@logotech-ltd.co.uk
www.logo-tech.co.uk
In our fully equipped metal 
department we produce high quality 
built up letters/logos in aluminium, 
stainless, brass and copper. 
Supplied to the trade nationwide, at 
a very competitive price. We also 
manufacture boxes, post signs, gantry 
signs, frames and panels, which can 
be finished to your specifications. 
We have our own in-house neon 
department and can supply you with 
the complete sign service, ready for 
you to install.

SIGN HERE
179 Fosse Road North, Leicester, 
LE3 5EZ
Tel: 08085 428021
sales@sign-here.co.uk
www.sign-here.co.uk
Trade service for 3D built up lettering 
& logos in a variety of materials. We 
will give you a professional reliable 
& efficient service at a competitive 
price. From a single letter to a fully 
illuminated sign ready for installation. 
For a quote or just friendly advice 
contact us. We are here to help.

SHOPKIT GROUP LTD
Unit 3 Swanstons Road, Great 
Yarmouth, Norfolk NR30 3NQ
Tel: 01923 818282
www.shopkit.com/brochures/
Shopkit manufacture versatile cable 
& rod display systems to support 
signage & graphics in our UK 
FACTORY, offering quality products 
at COMPETITIVE PRICES in different 
sizes & metal finishes, with an 
ONLINE SHOP with next day delivery 
& quick lead times on CUSTOM 
ITEMS. Products include sign hanging 
systems, banner systems, graphic & 
poster displays, poster & brochure 
holders & cable fixing kits.

CAST SIGNS

FALON NAMEPLATES LTD
10-13 Stephenson Court, Barrington 
Industrial Estate, Bedlington, 
Northumberland NE22 7DN
Tel: 01670 530136
quotes@falon-nameplates.co.uk
www.falon-nameplates.co.uk
Falon Nameplates are a family 
run business, we have been in the 
manufacturing business since 1952 
and are the largest cast signage 
company within the UK. We specialize 
in many areas, these are some 
we think you would be the most 
interested in: Finger Poles, Memorial 
Plaques, Town Trails, Blue Plaques, 
House signs, Pet memorials and 
Trophies. We hope we can help with 
all your casting needs.

PHOTOCAST PRODUCTS LTD
78 Venture Point West, Even Road, 
Liverpool, L24 9PB
Tel: 0151 4862 821
kim@photocast.co.uk
www.photocast.co.uk
Photocast Products Ltd is a Liverpool 
based designer and specialist 
manufacturer of etched zinc and 
cast bronze interpretive, decorative, 
architectural plaques and signage for 
both internal and external usages, 
alongside aluminium, bronze and zinc 
memorial plaques that can include 
photographs, clip arts and motifs as 
well as personalised messages and 
wording.

WARD SIGNS
Maze House, Maze Street, Barton 
Hill, Bristol BS5 9TE
Tel: 0117 955 3385
info@ward-signs.co.uk
www.ward-signs.co.uk
Plaques, Crests, Lettering. In 
aluminium and Bronze. From Pattern 
Making to Finishing in Stove Enamel. 
60 Years of Experience.

CHEMICAL ETCHING

AES SIGNS LTD (EST. 1972)
The Old Laundry, 15 Barratt Street, 
Easton, Bristol BS5 6DE
Tel: 0117 951 0234
sales@aesigns.co.uk
www.aessigns.co.uk
The complete sign service. Engraved/
etched screen printed, signs, 
nameplates, etc in all materials. Very 
competitive prices, excellent delivery, 
highest quality. Full design service. 
Prompt response to all enquiries.

DARTFORD ENGRAVING & 
SCREENPRINTING LTD
Unit 4 Power Works Industrial 
Estate, Slade green Road, Erith, Kent 
DA8 2HY
Tel: 01322 340 194
mail@desp.co.uk
www.desp.co.uk
DESP has been trading for over 55 
years. Chemical Etching, Screen 
Printing, CNC engraving, Laser 
Engraving, Heavy Duty Machine 
engraving (ALL CARRIED OUT 
INHOUSE), including artwork. So 
whether its a 1 off or 1,000s off, 
we can offer a quick competitive 
turnround.

IMPACT ENGRAVING
23-23 Rabans Close, Aylesbury, 
Bucks, HP19 8RS
Tel: 01296 488902
Mob: 07957 870 756
andy@impactengraving.co.uk
www.impactengraving.co.uk
REAL Trade prices for chemical 
etching, brass and stainless steel a 
speciality. ULTRA FAST DELIVERY

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS
51/59 Waterworks Road, Norwich 
NR2 4DA
Tel: 01603 66 66 99
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk
Manufacturers of all types of plates 
or plaques, chemically etched (large 
format) or machine engraved using a 
variety of materials, brass, stainless 
steel, aluminium, copper and bronze. 
For high quality and intricate detail 
with colour infills to your choice.

MERCURY ETCHING LTD
Unit 10 Fiddlebridge Ind Est, 
Lemsford Road, Hatfield, AL10 0DE
Tel: 01707 261 782
Mercury Etching Ltd is a new TRADE 
ONLY SIGN ETCHING SERVICE 
– Although newly established we 
have over 20 years experience in 
deep chemical etching of signage. 
We specialise in etching on Brass & 
Stainless Steel (including 316 marine 
grade) as well as other materials. 
We also offer Patina/BMA finishes. 
Quality work guaranteed with fast 
turnaround times, excellent service 
and competitive prices!
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MULTITECHNIC LTD (EST. 1972)
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, 
Northumberland NE61 6JQ
Tel: 01670 512 090
sales@multitechnic.co.uk
www.multitechnic.co.uk
We are established specialists in 
chemical etching. WE ARE THE 
ONLY TRADE ONLY SIGN ETCHING 
SPECIALISTS IN THE UK. We can 
offer effects that nobody else can do 
such as complex blended colours. 
All our stainless steel is 316 marine 
grade, we don’t use inferior grades 
& our brass is the best too. We want 
your business so will give you a fast 
turnaround & excellent service.

PHOTOCAST PRODUCTS LTD
78 Venture Point West, Even Road, 
Liverpool, L24 9PB
Tel: 0151 4862 821
kim@photocast.co.uk
www.photocast.co.uk
Photocast Products Ltd is a Liverpool 
based designer and specialist 
manufacturer of etched zinc and 
cast bronze interpretive, decorative, 
architectural plaques and signage for 
both internal and external usages, 
alongside aluminium, bronze and zinc 
memorial plaques that can include 
photographs, clip arts and motifs as 
well as personalised messages and 
wording.

TRADE ETCHING DIRECT LTD
Unit M Edison Courtyard, Brunel 
Road, Earlstrees Ind Estate, Corby 
NN17 4LS
Tel: 01536 203813
sales@tradeetching.com
www.tradeetching.com
Trade Etching Direct Ltd is a 
well-established chemical etching 
company specialising in high quality 
etched signage. Our work is 100% 
guaranteed. Our etching machines 
are specially designed for deep 
etching. We can offer gradient fills, 
a range of patina finishes and hand 
filled complex multi colours, on a wide 
range of metals. We can produce 
etched signs up to 4m x 2m in size.

CHEVRON KITS

ATC LTD
Unit 3C Buckley Road Industrial 
Estate, 2 Buckley Road, Rochdale 
OL12 9EF
Tel: 01706 633 043
sales@apptape.co.uk
www.apptape.co.uk
We supply Chapter 8 chevron kits 
for the rear of numerous vehicles 
using the best quality products while 
offering the most competitive prices. 
All our kits are fully flooded using air 
release fluorescent yellow making 
fitting so much easier. Please contact 
us for a quotation on the above.

SMITH TRADE SIGNAGE
Grove Works, Barnard Castle, Co 
Durham, DL12 8JG
Tel: 01833 694700
info@smith-signdisplay.co.uk
www.smith-signdisplay.co.uk
Part of William Smith Group 
1832, we are a leading trade-only 
manufacturer Chapter 8 Chevron Kits. 
Our extensive portfolio of templates 
covers all popular commercial vehicle 
types, with kits supplied ‘ready to 
apply’ straight out of the box. All 
orders are available with same day 
despatch if ordered before 12pm.

CHROME PLATED LETTERS

SIGNTRADE LETTERS LTD
225 Long Lane, London N3 2RL
Tel: 08085 456700
sales@signtrade.co.uk
www.signtrade.co.uk
ChromaForm; the NEW generation of 
Chrome effect letters. We now offer 
a complete range of ChromaForm 
Letters for a 7 day turnaround not 
available anywhere else. We can 
also supply and fit LED lights to the 
ChromaForm range of letters for an 
even better effect. Ring Susan or 
Lesley for details and samples.

CNC ROUTING & ENGRAVING 
MACHINES

ATA ENGINEERING PRODUCTS 
LTD
ATA House, Unit B, Boundry Way, 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7SS
Tel: 01442 264411
sales@ataeng.com
www.ataeng.com
The Atacama range of CNC routers 
and Lasers offers a wide variety of 
options from 3 axis machines and 
4 axis Routers and Metal and Non 
Metal Cutting CNC Lasers.

COAT OF ARMS

BRYAN RAWLINGS DESIGN
45 Nunney Close, Keynsham, Bristol 
BS31 1XG
Tel: 0117 986 7894 / 7291
bryan@bryanrawlings.com
www.bryanrawlings.com
ROYAL COATS OF ARMS. Huge 
range of sizes, styles and finishes 
available. All designed and made 
in house and BRD copyright. Hand 
made and best quality. Specialist 
supplier to the sign trade.

WARD SIGNS
Maze House, Maze Street, Barton 
Hill, Bristol BS5 9TE
Tel: 0117 955 3385
info@ward-signs.co.uk
www.ward-signs.co.uk
Wards of Bristol Specialise in 
manufacture, restoration and accurate 
reproduction of historic and modern 
coats of arms. We are able to produce 
from originals, information from 
heraldic associations, or even from 
a photograph. Check our website for 
recent projects.

COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS
51/59 Waterworks Rd. Norwich NR2 
4DA
Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk
Manufacturers of plaques in 
stainless steel, brass and aluminium, 
chemically or machine engraved, 
colour filled to your choice. Logos and 
text from artwork supplied.

PHOTOCAST PRODUCTS LTD
78 Venture Point West, Even Road, 
Liverpool, L24 9PB
Tel: 0151 4862 821
kim@photocast.co.uk
www.photocast.co.uk
Photocast Products Ltd is a Liverpool 
based designer and specialist 
manufacturer of etched zinc and 
cast bronze interpretive, decorative, 
architectural plaques and signage for 
both internal and external usages, 
alongside aluminium, bronze and zinc 
memorial plaques that can include 
photographs, clip arts and motifs as 
well as personalised messages and 
wording.

WARD SIGNS
Maze House, Maze Street, Barton 
Hill, Bristol BS5 9TE
Tel: 0117 955 3385
info@ward-signs.co.uk
www.ward-signs.co.uk
Wards of Bristol have produced 
countless cast metal commemorative 
blue plaques, but also specialise in 
traditional bronze plaques and custom 
3D hand crafted plaques, which are 
hand painted to depict scenes of 
historical events, places and figures.

CUT-OUT LETTERS

APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
Trusted TRADE suppliers of flat cut 
letters, logos and intricate laser work. 
Cut rapidly in-house on one of four 
CNC routers to ensure competitive 
pricing is offered on these sign 
industry essentials. Available in a 
variety of materials such as acrylic, 
foamex, dibond, stainless steel, 
aluminium and MDF in different 
finishes, with or without fixings. Talk to 
our experienced team today.

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS
51-59 Waterworks Road, Norwich 
NR2 4DA.
Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk
A fully comprehensive service to the 
trade in acrylic, foam PVC, MDF, 
brass and aluminium. Contact us for 
price list or quotation.

SIGN HERE
179 Fosse Road North, Leicester, 
LE3 5EZ
Tel: 08085 428021
sales@sign-here.co.uk
www.sign-here.co.uk
Trade service for flat cut lettering 
& logos in Acrylic Foamex, Dibond, 
Aluminum, Stainless steel & MDF. We 
will give you a professional reliable 
& efficient service at a competitive 
price. From a single letter to a fully 
illuminated sign ready for installation. 
For a quote or just friendly advice 
contact us. We are here to help.

ISSUE 203 JULY/AUG 2022	 66	Sign Update



SIGNTRADE LETTERS LTD
225 Long Lane, London N3 2RL
Tel: 08085 456700
sales@signtrade.co.uk
www.signtrade.co.uk
Plastic is our speciality including 
Flat Cut lettering in Perspex, foam 
pvc and aluminium composite. All 
supplied with locators and template 
as standard. We also offer a complete 
range of Moulded letters in Perspex 
and ChromaForm, offering over 60 
years experience.

WATERJET SIGNS LTD
Continental Approach, Westwood 
Industrial Estate, Ramsgate Road, 
Margate, Kent CT9 4JG
Tel: 01843 225666
www.waterjetsigns.co.uk
Specialise in manufacturing signs 
to the trade with over 40 years’ 
experience in the signage industry. 
3D Built up letters, Flat cut letters, 
Projecting Signs, Facia Signs, and 
Illuminated Light Boxes. All work 
undertaken in house. Competitive 
prices and prompt service.

CUTTING MATS

CUTTINGMATS XXL
Tel: 020 3936 1106
info@cuttingmatsxxl.com
www.cuttingmatsxxl.co.uk
CuttingmatsXXL specialises in 
transparent and flexible cutting mats 
to protect your work table. Nr1 table 
protection for all signage companies. 
Your blade will cut smoothly through 
your foil and with the ‘self-healing’ 
characteristic the surface will stay 
smooth. Our mats are also widely 
used on top of all brands of flatbed 
applicators like RollsRoller, Roll-X, 
Lamidesk, CWT and Rollover.

RHINO CUTTING MATS
Brackley, Oxfordshire
Tel: 01280 840 293
sales@rhinocuttingmat.co.uk
www.rhinocuttingmat.co.uk
The UK’s No.1 trusted brand and 
original Rhino Cutting Mats. The 
Rhino Heavy Duty is a perfect heard 
wearing choice for cutting and 
workbench protection. Sizes up to 
4880 x 1220mm and 3657 x 1828mm. 
The Rhino SupaSeal is the ultimate 
self-healing choice for finer knives 
and scalpels, and designed to work 
on all brands of flat-bed applicators. 
Sizes from 1000-2200mm wide up to 
20m long.

DIGITAL POSTERS

SCREENSPACE DIGITAL 
SIGNAGE
107 Brighton Junction, 1a Isetta 
Square, 35 New England Street 
Brighton BN1 4GQ
Tel: 01932 769 962
hello@screenspace.live
www.screenspace.live
Screenspace is built around a small 
low-cost device that when plugged 
into any screen or TV, can in 5 
minutes, turn that screen into a smart 
digital sign, capable of displaying 
your customers own adverts that can 
contain text, images or videos. When 
the device is connected to Wi-Fi these 
adverts can be scheduled, edited 
or updated instantly and sent to a 
screen, anywhere in the world.

DIGITAL PRINTED SIGNS

SIGNOMATIC.CO.UK
Box 21, 433 21 Partille, Sweden
Tel: 01489 326 052
info@signomatic.co.uk
www.signomatic.co.uk
Custom signs online. Design your 
own signs, banners, roll ups, stickers, 
name badges and much more using 
the Design Tool. Engraved and 
printed products of high quality. Top 
service.

VISUAL GROUP
Hunt Lane, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire DN5 9SH
Tel: 01302 800 250
sales@visual-group.co.uk
visual-group.co.uk
Visual Group is committed to 
continuous improvement and it is 
our intention to provide the highest 
levels of quality in production and 
customer service. It is our philosophy 
of continuous investment in the latest 
technology which enables us to bring 
the benefits to you. We currently have 
over 10 machines from yag lazer, 
flat bed digital printers and roll to roll 
digital printers plus much more.

DIGITAL PRINTER SUPPLIES

ARTSYSTEMS
Units 10 – 12 Glaisdale Point, 
Glaisdale Parkway, Nottingham NG8 
4GP
Tel: 0115 9380 380
marketing@artsystems.co.uk
www.artsystems.co.uk
UK&I Trade imaging and print 
distributor for Epson, HP, Kala, 
Neschen, Onyx, ShiL and Xativa 
media. UK’s leading print and imaging 
distributor in the Sign & Display 
sector. Exclusive UK&I distributor 
of HP Latex and HP Stitch printers. 
We are also the exclusive distributor 
for Summa cutters and ONYX Rips 
and provide the Authorised warranty 
service for HP Latex, HP Stitch and 
Summa Cutters.

JOSERO LTD
Units 13 & 15 Meridian, Anderson 
Road, Swavesey, Cambs CB24 4AE
Tel: 01954 232 564
www.josero.com
Josero offer a complete portfolio 
of products from machinery, inks, 
software solutions and spare parts 
for wide format and super wide 
printers as well as technical support, 
distribution and service contracts. 
Josero is an authorised partner 
for Agfa, Mimaki and Ricoh large 
format printers along with exclusivity 
for Triangle inks, the Bubblefree 
applicator tables and Comagrav Digi 
cutting tables.

MACTAC UK LTD
Room 232, Victory House, 400 
Pavilion Drive, Northampton 
Business Park, Northampton NN4 
7PA
Tel: 01604 644697
www.mactacgraphics.eu
Mactac is a global manufacturer of 
self-adhesive materials for wide-
format digital printing (solvent, 
eco-solvent, latex & UV), with ICC 
profiles for the highest printed quality. 
Our innovative products help you 
to express your talents, across 
applications that include interior 
decoration, commercial architecture 
and visual communications – on 
buildings, windows, points of sale, 
vehicles & boats.

DIGITAL SIGNAGE

SCREENSPACE DIGITAL 
SIGNAGE
107 Brighton Junction, 1a Isetta 
Square, 35 New England Street 
Brighton BN1 4GQ
Tel: 01932 769 962
hello@screenspace.live
www.screenspace.live
Screenspace is built around a small 
low-cost device that when plugged 
into any screen or TV, can in 5 
minutes, turn that screen into a smart 
digital sign, capable of displaying 
your customers own adverts that can 
contain text, images or videos. When 
the device is connected to Wi-Fi these 
adverts can be scheduled, edited 
or updated instantly and sent to a 
screen, anywhere in the world.

DOMES & DISHES

PROJECT PLASTICS LTD
Unit 7 Grange Way Business 
Park, Whitehill Industrial Estate, 
Colchester, Essex CO2 8HF
Tel: 01206 868 696
sales@projectplastics.co.uk
www.projectplastics.co.uk
Manufacturing and stocking clear 
acrylic domes and dishes in over 
30 sizes and all produced on site at 
our factory in Colchester. We also 
stock over 170 different size blowing 
rings for other shapes and weird and 
wonderful diameters. Pans, dishes, 
squares, oblong and ovals are our 
speciality.

TALBOT DESIGNS LTD
225 Long Lane, Finchley London 
N3 2RL
Tel: 020 8346 8515
sales@talbotdesigns.co.uk
www.talbotdesigns.co.uk
With 70 years of making Domes & 
Dishes, our Teedy Domes have set 
the standard. With our vast range of 
tooling we can make almost any size 
– so just ask. We are now the first 
to offer unbreakable Polycarbonate 
Domes.

DOUBLE SIDED TAPES & 
ADHESIVES

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIES LTD
Britannia House, Granville Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2BJ
Tel: 01622 689 410
www.signtradesupplies.co.uk
Sign Trade Supplies has a wide 
range of double sided tapes and 
adhesives designed specifically for 
the sign making industry. The Stykra 
branded products provide unrivalled 
performance at an excellent price 
point. Our range of tapes include 
Structural bonding tapes, Toffee Tape, 
Banner Hemming Tape, Single Sided 
Banner Tape, 1mm Foam Tape, POS 
tape, Hook & Loop Tape and many 
more.
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EDGELIT SIGNS

SPECTRON LED LTD
102 Chapel Walks, Chapel Street, 
Salford, M3 5DW
Tel: 0161 263 8828
sales@spectronled.co.uk
www.ledsignsandlighting.co.uk
Specialist trade suppliers of premium 
quality, stainless steel 3D built-up 
letters and logos with face, edge-lit or 
halo LED illumination. Hand finished. 
Inside letters are painted white and 
LED light sources will be provided 
and fitted. No minimum height of 
letters. Choice of mirror or brushed 
finish. Spray painting to any RAL 
colour FOC. Approximately 10 day 
turnaround. Very competitive prices.

ENGRAVING

AES SIGNS LTD (EST. 1972)
The Old Laundry, 15 Barratt street, 
Easton, Bristol, BS5 6DE
Tel: 0117 951 0234
sales@aessigns.co.uk
www.aessigns.co.uk
The complete sign service Engraved 
/ Etched & Screen Printed signs 
Nameplates etc. in all materials. Very 
competitive prices, excellent delivery, 
highest quality, full design service, 
prompt response to all enquires

ALAN ROBERTS ENGRAVERS
27 Thingwall Drive, Irby Village, 
Wirral, CH61 3XN
Tel: 07739 800 501
mail@alanrobertsengravers.co.uk
www.alanrobertsengravers.co.uk
Fast Confidential Engraving Service 
to the trade. We can provide plaques, 
nameplates, control panels, safety 
signs, switch plates, commemorative 
plaques with unveiling unit (on hire 
basis), bespoke signs and labels etc.

DARTFORD ENGRAVING & 
SCREENPRINTING LTD
Unit 4 Power Works Industrial 
Estate, Slade green Road, Erith, Kent 
DA8 2HY
Tel: 01322 340 194
mail@desp.co.uk
www.desp.co.uk
DESP has been trading for over 
55 years. CNC engraving, Laser 
engraving, Heavy Duty machine 
engraving, Chemical etching, Screen 
Printing, (ALL CARRIED OUT 
INHOUSE), including artwork. So 
whether its a 1 off or 1,000 off, we can 
offer a quick competitive turnround.

FIRST SIGNS & LABELS LTD
Unit 1, Raynham Close, Raynham Rd 
Ind Estate, Raynham Road, Bishops 
Stortford, Herts, CM23 5JP
Tel: 01279 467999
sales@firstsignsandlabels.co.uk
www.firstsignsandlabels.co.uk
We manufacture and engrave 
nameplates, Labels, Tags, 
Switchplates, Mimics, Brass Plates, 
Components, Warning labels, 
Plaques, Logo’s and Signs. We also 
produce printed fire & Safety Signs & 
Vinyl Graphics.

IMPACT ENGRAVING
22-23 Rabans Close, Aylesbury, 
Bucks, HP19 8RS
Tel: 01296 488902
Mob: 07957 870 756
www.impactengraving.co.uk
REAL Trade prices for Engraving and 
chemical etching, rotary, diamond, 
laser and acid. Control panels, data 
plates etc. Stainless steel, Traffolyte, 
special laminates, brass, aluminium 
etc. ULTRA FAST DELIVERY !

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS
51/59 Waterworks Rd. Norwich NR2 
4DA
Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk
Manufacturers of all types of plates 
or plaques, machine engraved or 
chemically etched using a variety 
of materials, brass, stainless steel, 
aluminium, plastics and wood. For 
high quality and intricate detail with 
colour infills to your choice.

FLAT CUT LETTERS

APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
Trusted TRADE suppliers of flat cut 
letters, logos and intricate laser work. 
Cut rapidly in-house on one of four 
CNC routers to ensure competitive 
pricing is offered on these sign 
industry essentials. Available in a 
variety of materials such as acrylic, 
foamex, dibond, stainless steel, 
aluminium and MDF in different 
finishes, with or without fixings. Talk to 
our experienced team today.

FABRICUT
Unit 2 Browells Lane, Feltham, 
Middlesex, TW13 7EQ
Tel: 020 8751 7250
mailus@fabricut.co.uk
www.fabricut.co.uk
Offering a trade service for flat 
cut lettering in a wide variety of 
materials such as acrylic, PVC Foam, 
aluminium, stainless steel, aluminium 
composite and MDF. Custom finishes 
such as wet spraying available. Can 
be supplied with fixings of your choice 
together with fitting templates ready 
for installation. Email your enquiries to 
receive a prompt quotation or call us 
to discuss your project.

SIGN HERE
179 Fosse Road North, Leicester, 
LE3 5EZ
Tel: 08085 428021
sales@sign-here.co.uk
www.sign-here.co.uk
Trade service for flat cut lettering 
& logos in Acrylic Foamex, Dibond, 
Aluminum, Stainless steel & MDF. We 
will give you a professional reliable 
& efficient service at a competitive 
price. From a single letter to a fully 
illuminated sign ready for installation. 
For a quote or just friendly advice 
contact us. We are here to help.

WATERJET SIGNS LTD
Continental Approach, Westwood 
Industrial Estate, Ramsgate Road, 
Margate, Kent CT9 4JG
Tel: 01843 225666
www.waterjetsigns.co.uk
Specialise in manufacturing signs 
to the trade with over 40 years’ 
experience in the signage industry. 
3D Built up letters, Flat cut letters, 
Projecting Signs, Facia Signs, and 
Illuminated Light Boxes. All work 
undertaken in house. Competitive 
prices and prompt service.

FREELANCE SIGN DESIGN

MASS DESIGN
Tel: 0161 320 6588
Mob: 07968 169 618
info@massdesigncompany.co.uk
www.massdesigncompany.co.uk
Specialising in design for the sign 
industry. With vast knowledge 
and experience of materials and 
manufacturing processes we provide 
artwork & design services to sign 
companies. Including superimposed 
mockups, creative design of signage, 
vehicle graphics, wall art & exhibition 
graphics, design for digital screens.

GENERAL SIGN SUPPLIERS

PFI SIGN PLUS
15 Ridge Way, Hillend Industrial 
Estate, Dalgety Bay, Fife, KY11 9JH
Tel: 01383 823000
info@signplus.co.uk
www.signplus.co.uk
As part of the PFI Group, we 
specialise in our own areas of signage 
resulting in complementary products 
and services within the group, while 
maintaining high levels of expertise 
collectively gained from many years 
of experience. Our group capabilities 
extend to bespoke fabrication, large 
format print, design, installation, 
in-house finishing (including a paint-
shop) and much more.

SIGN SUPPLIER
Unit 15 Dale Industrial Estate, 
Radcliffe, Manchester, M26 1AD
Tel: 0800 133 7555
info@signsupplier.co.uk
www.signsupplier.co.uk
Sign Supplier is a leading designer, 
manufacturer and installation 
specialist of business signage 
including signage boards, projecting, 
illuminated and neon signs, sign trays, 
sign posts, sign lettering, sign lighting 
and digital signage.

WHITE VILLA LTD
London (SE14) and Chichester 
(PO20)
Tel: 020 7237 8000
sales@whitevilla.co.uk
www.whitevilla.co.uk
Here at Whitevilla we have been 
supplying the sign trade with quality 
Acrylic, ACM, Foam PVC and other 
substrates for over 20 years. We 
stock over 30 different colours and 
finishes in our Villabond/ACM range. 
We fabricate trays using Lasers/CNC 
routers and we supply fully illuminated 
fascias to our clients. All work is 
undertaken in-house by our specialist 
team and can offer a next day service.

GOLD LEAF SUPPLIERS

GOLD LEAF SUPPLIES
Unit C, Ogmore Court, Abergarw Ind. 
Est. Brynmenyn, CF32 9LW
Tel: 01656 720 566
info@goldleafsupplies.co.uk
www.goldleafsupplies.co.uk
Highest quality products and a prompt 
reliable service. For all your Gold leaf, 
Gilding and Traditional Signwriting 
materials. All qualities of Gold leaf 
from 6ct to 24ct. Extensive range of 
products and full product support.
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INSTALLATION CONTRACTORS

ANDY MAC SIGN SERVICES 
(EST. 1992)
4 Central Close, Hadleigh, Essex 
SS7 2NU
Mob: 07850 060 840
hadleighsigns@outlook.com
Our highly experienced sign 
installation crews based in Essex 
offer you the quality of service you 
deserve. All aspects of signage 
covered across the U.K. including 
neon, flex face and vinyl. CSCS, IPAF, 
PASMA certificated.

BIRCH SIGN SERVICES
Unit 3, Wickham Business Park, 
Honywood Road, Basildon, Essex, 
SS14 3EQ
Tel: 01268 284 400
Mob: 07967 190089
lou@birchsigns.com
www.birchsigns.com
“The largest independent sign 
installation and maintenance 
company in the UK.” Specialists in all 
sign work, large or small, neon, LED, 
all Flexface systems, illuminated, 
non illuminated and vinyl. Corporate 
change over specialists.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
BluePrint Signs & Garments, 20 
Apsley Road, St Helier, Jersey, 
Channel Islands, JE2 4LR
Tel: 01534 857633
Mob: 07700 800 999
paul@blueprintsigns.co.uk
www.blueprintsigns.co.uk
Blueprint Signs & Garments offers a 
professional signage production and 
installation service throughout the 
Channel Islands, fully qualified crews 
based in Jersey completely cover all 
of the Channel Islands inclusive of 
Guernsey, Sark, Herm and Alderney.

GLOBAL ERECTING SIGN 
SERVICES LTD (EST. 1996)
Ascension House, Phoenix Business 
Park, St Neots, Cambridgeshire, 
PE19 8EP
Tel: 01480 211948
info@gessltd.co.uk
www.gess.uk.com
The complete package. We offer an 
exemplary installation service for all 
types of signage, from street level 
to extreme high level, specialising 
in abseiling. We have full Public and 
Company Liability Insurance. For 
each installation we provide a full 
project management service, from 
site survey to sign off and provide a 
full Risk and Method Statement prior 
to any works being undertaken.

GRAVITY INSTALLATIONS LTD
Unit 1, 184 Camford Way, Luton LU3 
3AN
Tel: 01582 562207
info@gravityinstallations.com
www.gravityinstallations.com
We are installations professionals. 
We have over 15 years experience 
installing all types of signage and 
graphics. From flex face banners to 
totems, frosted windows to full car 
wraps. We are a fully accredited 
electrical company and can install all 
types of lighting, internal and external. 
Our insurance covers both signage 
installation and electrical work for a 
complete professional installation.

MEDIA ABSEILING
69 Soulbury Road, Leighton Buzzard, 
Beds, LU7 2RW
Tel: 0845 345 7712
Mob: 07702 950 218
info@mediaabseiling.com
www.mediaabseiling.com
Rope access company specialising 
in the installation and maintenance 
of all types of signage, banners and 
lighting. We operate nationwide 
and throughout Europe and provide 
advice, site visits, fast turnaround 
and most importantly award-winning 
results.

LAMINATING/ENCAPSULATING

VIVID LAMINATING 
TECHNOLOGIES
Matrix House, Norman Court, 
Ivanhoe Business Park, Ashby de la 
Zouch, Leicestershire, LE65 2UZ
Tel: 0345 1 30 40 50
sales@vivid-online.com
www.vivid-online.com
Vivid supply a wide range of 
laminating products including the 
award-winning Easymount range of 
wide format laminators, available in 
cold, heat assist and hot models. 
Vivid also supply the Boss range 
Pressure Sensitive Over Laminates, 
Self Wound Mount Films & Printable 
Vinyl Roll fed and the Trimfast range 
of wide format Board Cutters and 
Multi Substrate Cutters.

LASER CUTTING/ENGRAVING

SIGN HERE
179 Fosse Road North, Leicester, 
LE3 5EZ
Tel: 08085 428021
sales@sign-here.co.uk
www.sign-here.co.uk
Trade service for Laser flat cut & 
built up lettering & logos in Acrylic, 
Aluminum & Stainless steel. We 
will give you a professional reliable 
& efficient service at a competitive 
price. From a single letter to a fully 
illuminated sign ready for installation. 
For a quote or just friendly advice 
contact us. We are here to help. Work 
with us.... work with experiance

LASER CUTTING/ENGRAVING 
MACHINES

BOXFORD
New Works, Burnley Road, Sowerby 
Bridge, Halifax, HX6 2TF
Tel: 01422 324 810
info@boxford.co.uk
www.boxford.co.uk
Our range of cost effect Laser Co2 
Cutters and Engravers have bed sizes 
from 500 x 300mm to 1300 x 900mm 
and feature integrated chiller cooling 
systems, auto focus system, air assist 
c/w integrated compressor, red dot 
pointers and honeycomb cutting 
tables. Metal Cutting and Marking 
Lasers also available including fibre 
based systems. Supplying lasers 
since 2003, we have a wealth of 
expertise.

GRAFITYP UK LTD
Grafitack House, 103 Mariner, 
Tamworth, Staffordshire B79 7UL
Tel: 01827 300500
www.grafityp.co.uk
Grafityp UK Ltd is a leading UK 
supplier of high-performance laser 
engravers and laser cutters from GCC 
Laserpro. Our Lasers are perfect 
for a wide range of industries and 
education sectors, the range includes 
Co2, fibre and galvo laser machines 
with a varied range of power options 
to suit your budget and manufacturing 
requirements..

GRAVOGRAPH
Unit 3 Trojan Business Centre, 
Tachbrook Park Drive, Leamington 
Spa, Warwickshire CV34 6RH
Tel: 01926 884 433
info@gravograph.co.uk
Gravograph have continued to 
pioneer engraving technologies 
since 1938. Our mechanical and 
laser systems are manufactured in 
Europe. Engrave and cut any material 
including acrylic, wood, metal and 
more. Our team of inhouse trouble-
shooters and field engineers ensure 
all our customers benefit from our 
expert advice. Meet us at one of our 
regionals showrooms across the UK 
for a free demonstration.

HPC LASER LTD
Castle Mills, Saddleworth Road, 
Elland, West Yorkshire, HX5 0RY
Tel: 01422 310 800
www.hpclaser.co.uk
Specialist suppliers of LASERSCRIPT 
CO2 laser engravers and cutters. 
Our lasers are capable of cutting, 
engraving and marking a wide range 
of materials including laminate, 
metal, glass, acrylic, textiles, wood, 
paper, card and leather. Optional 1 
to 3 year ONSITE warranty available 
and unlimited technical support. 
Established in 2006, over 6000 
machines supplied!

TROTEC
9 Didcot Way, Boldon Business Park, 
Boldon Colliery, NE35 9PD
Tel: 0191 580 1184
sales@troteclaser.co.uk
www.troteclaser.co.uk
Leading manufacturers of laser 
cutters and laser engravers, Trotec’s 
broad range of flatbed, large format 
and galvo laser machines are 
available for demonstration in six 
dedicated showrooms across the UK 
and Ireland. In addition, Trotec’s UK 
warehouse holds stock of thousands 
of rotary and engraving materials and 
accessories, available with next day 
delivery as standard.

LED ILLUMINATED LETTERS

APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
Applelec manufacture a range of LED 
illuminated letters for the TRADE 
signage industry. Options include 
illuminated rim & return, rimless face 
lit, halo illuminated, LED neon, block 
acrylic and cabochon illuminated 
letters. We are also the SOLE UK 
distributor of SloanLED systems, 
allowing us to illuminate your letters 
with an award winning and cost-
effective LED range.

SPECTRON LED LTD
102 Chapel Walks, Chapel Street, 
Salford, M3 5DW
Tel: 0161 263 8828
sales@spectronled.co.uk
www.ledsignsandlighting.co.uk
Specialist trade suppliers of premium 
quality, stainless steel 3D built-up 
letters and logos with face, edge-lit or 
halo LED illumination. Hand finished. 
Inside letters are painted white and 
LED light sources will be provided 
and fitted. No minimum height of 
letters. Choice of mirror or brushed 
finish. Spray painting to any RAL 
colour FOC. Approximately 10 day 
turnaround. Very competitive prices.

LED ILLUMINATION

3D SIGN SYSTEMS LTD - CITI 
LED
Unit 1, 411 Pollokshaws Rd, 
Glasgow, G41 1QZ
Tel: 0141 422 2500
sales@citi-led.co.uk
www.citi-led.co.uk
Trade Only Supplier Est. 2013. Best 
in Class LED Products. Sign Letter 
forming LED NEON. Huge range of 
LED controllers. Dimmers, Drivers, 
and Accessories. All items ex. Stock 
for Next Day

ISSUE 203 JULY/AUG 2022  Sign Update 69



APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
As SOLE UK distributer of SloanLED 
systems & TRADE manufacturer of 
lighting products, our experienced 
team can advise you on the best 
solutions for your project. Whether 
energy efficient LED modules in a 
variety of kelvin & RGB options, or our 
innovative, made in Britain light panel, 
Applelec LED Light Sheet, which is 
now available in an ECO-FRIENDLY 
version, we have something for every 
need.

ARTILLUS LTD
Britannia House, 29 Station Road, 
Kettering, Northants NN15 7HJ
Tel: 0333 123 0345
artillusltd@gmail.com
www.artillus.com
Our 12v or 24v Garnet super 
bright edge lit LED boards produce 
balanced lighting, shadow and 
hotspot free and will backlight any 
type of translucent material you care 
to imagine, such as thin cut stone, 
marble sheets, fabrics, vinyl etc. 
providing pure, unadulterated freedom 
for your creative mind to produce 
stunning wow factor lighting features 
for hotels, leisure centres, restaurants 
and homes.

FOCUS LED UK LTD.
Unit 38 Cariocca Business Park, 2 
Hellidon Close, Ardwick, Manchester, 
M12 4AH
Tel: 07979 944 418
www.focusledltd.co.uk
Specialise in LED Lighting for Signs 
& Shop fitting, Kitchens, Restaurants, 
Commerical & Domestic Lighting. 
Quality & Professional Lighting to get 
your job done by giving you our best 
advises, there is no job too small. You 
only pay for quality products at Focus 
LED. Check out our gallery to see 
how we helped others to achieve their 
projects.

SIGNTRADE LETTERS LTD
225 Long Lane, London N3 2RL
Tel: 08085 456700
sales@signtrade.co.uk
www.signtrade.co.uk
Chromasign launched at Sign 
UK. We offer a complete range 
of ChromaForm Letters with Halo 
Lighting not available anywhere else. 
Ring Susan or Lesley for details and 
samples.

SPECTRON LED LTD
102 Chapel Walks, Chapel Street, 
Salford, M3 5DW
Tel: 0161 263 8828
sales@spectronled.co.uk
www.ledsignsandlighting.co.uk
Specialist trade suppliers of premium 
quality, stainless steel 3D built-up 
letters and logos with face, edge-lit or 
halo LED illumination. Hand finished. 
Inside letters are painted white and 
LED light sources will be provided 
and fitted. No minimum height of 
letters. Choice of mirror or brushed 
finish. Spray painting to any RAL 
colour FOC. Approximately 10 day 
turnaround. Very competitive prices.

VISION LIGHTING LTD
Unit 1 Wortley Moor Lane, Leeds, 
LS12 4JD
Tel: 0113 279 9745
sales@vision-lighting.co.uk
www.vision-lighting.co.uk
Vision Lighting is a leading supplier of 
LED sign lighting products including 
Trough Lighting, LED Modules, 
Floodlights, Strip Lights, Fairground 
Lights, Power Supplies and much 
more. We guarantee quality with 
high quality components and our ISO 
9001 UKAS accredited certification 
for Quality Management. Contact us 
today to find out how we can help you 
with your lighting requirements.

LED NEON

APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
Get that sort after neon look with all 
the advantages of modern signage. 
Robust, easy to install, low voltage & 
safe to touch, LED Neon removes all 
the risks associated with traditional 
neon signs without compromising on 
look & quality. Available to the TRADE 
signage industry, our LED neon styles 
range from fun to sophisticated & offer 
the perfect alternative to traditional 
neon.

LED WINDOW DISPLAYS

ISPI TRADE LTD
Unit 3.3 Strathclyde Business Park, 
19 Starling Way, Bellshill ML4 3PU
Tel: 0141 764 1600
sales@ispitrade.com
www.ispitrade.com
iSpi Trade is the UK’s premier 
supplier of LED window display 
solutions. With A4, A3 and A2 size 
options in portrait or landscape, we 
can supply fully configured kits which 
are designed to match your windows 
specifications, plus we provide single 
panels, accessories and replacement 
parts, all at low trade prices.

SPECTRON LED LTD
102 Chapel Walks, Chapel Street, 
Salford, M3 5DW
Tel: 0161 263 8828
sales@spectronled.co.uk
www.ledsignsandlighting.co.uk
Specialist LED lighting supplier 
offering a wide range of commercial 
grade LED components, signage 
& POS display systems including 
battery or mains powered LED 
Illuminated A-Boards (A1 single 
or double-sided); Aluminium Light 
Panels; Glass Fronted Pockets with 
cable kit. Trade prices, technical 
support and same day despatch 
available.

LIGHT BOXES & LIGHTING

APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
TRADE suppliers of fabricated and 
extruded light boxes, custom made 
to client design requirements. From 
flat faced and curved styles, to LED 
illumination and colour changing 
modules, a definitive range of light 
box products are available. Applelec 
LED Light Sheet is regularly used 
to create ultra slim light boxes with 
bright, even illumination at a depth of 
just 25mm.

MAGNETIC MATERIAL

BISBELL MAGNETIC 
PRODUCTS LTD.
Hillfield Lane, Stretton, Burton on 
Trent, Staffs DE13 0BN
Tel: 01283 531000
sales@bisbellmagnets.com
www.bisbellmagnets.com
The UK’s widest range of digitally 
printable wide format magnetic and 
ferro sheet (up to 1524mm wide). 
Maxmag vehicle grade magnetic 
materials available in white, plain 
or adhesive backed - by roll or cut 
to your specific requirements. Also 
available dry-wipe sheets, magnetic 
chalk boards, window graphics, neo 
magnets, vehicle roof magnets and a 
full range of magnetic and steel tape.

MAGNETIC SOLUTIONS LTD
Brooklands Business Park, Leigh 
Street, Sheffield S9 2PR
Tel: 0114 2422211
sales@magnetic-solutions-ltd.co.uk
www.magnetic-solutions-ltd.co.uk
Part of the Sanders Group, Europe’s 
largest combined supplier of magnetic 
& ferro sheet materials including 
wide format, PVC FREE magnetic 
(1370mm) and ferrous media 
(1600mm). Also available, retail 
POS graphic materials, magnetic 
flooring, neo magnets, sign grippers 
and magnetic tape with a range 
of adhesive finishes to suit your 
requirements. We can provide the 
solutions.

MOULDED & FABRICATED 
PLASTICS

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS
51-59 Waterworks Road, Norwich 
NR2 4DA
Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk
Suppliers of moulded acrylic pans 
and logos up to 2800mm x 1500mm 
and other types of press and vacuum 
forming in PVC and HIPS. Specialists 
in fabricated plastics for POS displays 
with full screen print, graphics and 
CNC routing capabilities.

PROJECT PLASTICS LTD
7 Grange Way Business Park, 
Whitehill Industrial Estate, 
Colchester CO2 8HF
Tel: 01206 868696
sales@projectplastics.co.uk
www.projectplastics.co.uk
Manufacturers of acrylic domes and 
shapes, tubes, point of sale displays 
and showcases. Bespoke plastic 
fabrication. 3mt x 2mt CNC router, 
diamond edge polishing, 3mt x 2mt 
moulding oven for oven forming, 
vacuum forming and laser cutting . 
Plastic cut to size service.

MOULDED LETTERS

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS
51/59 Waterworks Rd. Norwich NR2 
4DA
Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk
Moulded letters and logos in all 
standard Perspex colours and UV 
stabilised gold and silver acrylics, 
in 8 standard sizes, bespoke sizes 
available on application. Press, 
vacuum and blow moulded pans, in 
acrylic and petg also available.
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SIGNTRADE LETTERS LTD
225 Long Lane, Finchley London 
N3 2RL
Tel: 08085 456700
sales@signtrade.co.uk
www.signtrade.co.uk
Moulded letters are our speciality with 
stock of 20 fonts 8 letter heights in 
coloured Perspex and 1000’s of flat 
cut letters as well. Your own font or 
logo is made by our own toolmakers. 
With over 60 years of experience to 
call on.

WARD SIGNS
Maze House, Maze Street, Barton 
Hill, Bristol BS5 9TE
Tel: 0117 955 3385
info@ward-signs.co.uk
www.ward-signs.co.uk
Having patented the original method 
of making cast resin letters, Wards of 
Bristol can manufacture and supply 
resin lettering to the highest standard. 
Our stock patterns for resin letters are 
a cost effective method of achieving 
the same styles as traditional bronze 
and aluminium (which we also cast in 
house) but we can also make custom 
designed patterns for letters and 
logos for all your needs.

NEON MANUFACTURERS (TRADE)

A1DESIGNS
4 Sandy Lane North, Wallington, 
Surrey SM6 8JX
Tel: 020 8646 9886
enquiry@a1designs.co.uk
www.a1designs.co.uk
Neon & Cold Cathode Manufacturers 
to the Trade. Fast turnaround & 
Delivery, Quick repair service. 
Installation, Fault diagnosis, Repairs 
& Maintenance. Confidential Service. 
All neon accessories, Transformers, 
Cable, Tube supports etc.

AVENUE SIGNS LTD
216-222 Luton Road, Chatham, Kent 
ME4 5BS
Tel: 01634 841300
info@avenuesigns.co.uk
www.avenuesigns.co.uk
Full computerised design service 
neon, cold cathode and LED lighting. 
Fully qualified installation engineers, 
fault diagnosis, fast repair service. 
Complete sign service from vinyl 
through to acrylic to polished stainless 
steel to transformer and neon 
accessory supplies.

LOGOTECH DISPLAY 
SOLUTIONS LTD
Unit 6, Atley Business Pk, North 
Nelson Ind Est, Cramlington, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne NE23 1WP
Tel: 01670 737 225
sales@logotech-ltd.co.uk
www.logo-tech.co.uk
Specialists in neon manufacture 
to the trade, all types of neon work 
undertaken. Quick repair service. Very 
competitive prices. Over 25 years 
experience in the sign trade.

NEON REPLACEMENT LETTERS

SPECTRON LED LTD
102 Chapel Walks, Chapel Street, 
Salford, M3 5DW
Tel: 0161 263 8828
sales@spectronled.co.uk
www.ledsignsandlighting.co.uk
Specialist trade suppliers of premium 
quality faux neon & neon flex letters/
logos illuminated with premium 
grade LEDs. Hand finished with 
high gloss polishing/matt finish & 
optional serviceable back. Suitable 
for internal/external use. Letter 
edges can be spray painted to any 
RAL. LEDs included. Our led neon 
signs are custom made by hand 
in-house. Approx. 10 day lead time. 
Competitively priced.

NOTICE BOARDS - LOCKABLE/
EXTERIOR

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper 
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852 888
contactus@signscape.co.uk
www.sasl.co.uk
We’re a leading sign trade 
manufacturer providing services in 
notice boards and information display 
products since 1973. All products 
are made to order as we specialise 
in tailoring solutions to suit each 
client, location, and application. Our 
exterior notice board options include 
wall, rail, post and stand mountings, 
mains/solar illumination, and custom 
graphics.

PLASTIC SHEETS

BRETT MARTIN PLASTIC 
SHEETS
24 Roughfort Road, Mallusk, Co 
Antrim BT36 4RB
Tel: 028 9084 9999
semifinished@brettmartin.com
www.brettmartin.com
Brett Martin is a leading manufacturer 
of plastic sheet products for signage, 
interior design, shop outfitting, POS 
displays and fabrication. Products 
include Foamalux, the extensive foam 
PVC range in bright White, Satin and 
Gloss colours and an environmentally 
friendly Recycled material in addition 
to Polycarbonate, PVC, Acrylic, aPET, 
PETg and Styrene sheet.

RIGHTON BLACKBURNS LTD
Building 38, Second Avenue, The 
Pensnett Estate, Kingswinford, West 
Midlands DY6 7UE
Tel: 01384 276400
sales@rblimited.co.uk
www.rightonblackburns.co.uk
UK distributor of Polycasa Crylux 
Cast & Crylon extruded sheet 
acrylic. Available in a wide range 
of clear, opals, colours and special 
finishes. Also stocked: Alucobest 
aluminium composite sheet, Marlon 
solid polycarbonate, PET-G, SAN, 
polystyrene, hygienic cladding, rigid 
PVC and fixing accessories, sign 
post systems, aluminium sheet and 
extrusions.

TELEGAN PRESSED 
PRODUCTS LTD.
South Strand, Lawford, Manningtree, 
Essex CO11 1UP
Tel: 01206 803 580
sales@teleganpressedproducts.com
www.teleganpressedproducts.com
Leading manufacturer of plate 
pressed PVC sheet offering 
equivalents to Darvic, Pacton 
and Cobex under our trade name 
TELBEX. We also manufacture 
VYNALAST™ engraving laminate. 
A comprehensive range of 
photoluminescent boards and self 
adhesive vinyl is available in PSPA 
class B and Class C to order.

PROJECTING SIGNS

APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
Trusted TRADE suppliers of 
projecting signs. Manufactured 
inhouse with branding to one or both 
sides of the sign face & a variety 
of illumination & fixings options are 
available. When combined with our 
award-winning LED Light Sheet, a 
double-sided projecting sign can 
begin at a super slim 60mm. Trough 
light illumination is also available, 
so get in touch with our experienced 
team to find out more.

IRON DESIGN
37A Douglas Rd., Poole, BH12 2AU
Tel: 01202 463573
enquiries@ironsigns.com
www.ironsigns.com
Leading trade suppliers of high 
quality traditional and contemporary 
projecting signs and brackets, offering 
a large range of brackets, panels 
and lights off the shelf, as well as 
a comprehensive bespoke service. 
Competitive prices and next day 
service. Please visit our website or 
phone for a brochure.

REFLECTIVE VINYL/TAPES

ATC LTD
Unit 3C Buckley Road Industrial 
Estate, 2 Buckley Road, Rochdale, 
Lancashire OL12 9EF
Tel: 01706 633043
sales@apptape.co.uk
www.apptape.co.uk
Suppliers of Micro prismatic reflective 
tapes (3m, Avery, Reflexite) and 
glass bead reflective vinyl for use on 
emergency vehicles (police cars & 
chapter 8 legislation etc) also HGV 
markings as per EC 104. We stock 
Conspicuity tape manufactured by 
Reflexite and Avery which are some 
of the most reflective materials 
available on the market. Chapter 8 
chevron kits also available.

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIES LTD
Britannia House, Granville Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2BJ
Tel: 01622 689 410
www.signtradesupplies.co.uk
Supplying a variety of sign making 
supplies nationwide including 
aluminium signs posts, post clips, 
fixings, vinyl and tools. We have a 
large UK stock of Image Perfect vinyl, 
sign fixings and aluminium extrusions 
ready for same day despatch. We 
also provide trade manufacturing 
service including diamond edge 
polished acrylic, flat cut acrylic 
lettering, sign trays and more.

ROUTER CUTTERS/ PLOTTER 
BLADES

ATA ENGINEERING PRODUCTS 
LTD
ATA House, Unit B, Boundry Way, 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7SS
Tel: 01442 264411
sales@ataeng.com
www.ataeng.com
Extensive range of high quality 
solid carbide, PCD, carbide tipped 
and HSS cutters manufactured by 
ONSRUD CUTTER offer routing 
solutions for most types of material.

EDWARD MATHIAS & CO
PO BOX 121, Frodsham, Cheshire, 
WA6 1AA
Tel: 01928 739 799
info@edwardmathias.com
www.edwardmathias.com
Specialist manufacturers/suppliers 
of tungsten carbide plotter blades 
and router cutters. We don’t just 
sell blades, we are the UK’s leading 
manufacturer. Note - we have no 
connection with any other company 
who sell or re-sharpen blades.

ISSUE 203 JULY/AUG 2022  Sign Update 71



LKH PRECISION TOOLS
Unit 15a, Cowlairs, Nottingham, NG5 
9RA
Tel: 0115 666 0060
enquiry@lkhtools.co.uk
www.lkhtools.co.uk
UK distributors of Crown Norge, 
offering the highest quality CNC 
routing and engraving tooling. Tooling 
specialist for aluminium, plastics, 
acrylics, PVC, foams, ACM/Dibond 
brass, MDF, plywood, and woods. 
Maximise production, quality and 
optimisation with our range of training 
and consultancy services. Authorised 
UK reseller for Vectric software with 
training available upon request.

SCREEN PRINTING

DARTFORD ENGRAVING & 
SCREENPRINTING LTD
Unit 4 Power Works Industrial 
Estate, Slade green Road, Erith, Kent 
DA8 2HY
Tel: 01322 340 194
mail@desp.co.uk
www.desp.co.uk
DESP has been trading for over 
55 years. Screenprinting, anodic 
printing, correx boards, stickers, 
overlays, signs, chemical etching, 
engraving processes also covered 
(ALL CARRIED OUT INHOUSE), 
including artwork.So whether its a 1 
off or 1,000s off, we can offer a quick 
competitive turnround.

FIRST SIGNS & LABELS LTD
Unit 1, Raynham Close, Raynham Rd 
Ind Estate, Raynham Road, Bishops 
Stortford, Herts, CM23 5JP
Tel: 01279 467999
sales@firstsignsandlabels.co.uk
www.firstsignsandlabels.co.uk
We specialise in high quality screen 
printing. We are suited to meet print 
requirements onto many substrates. 
We have finishing capabilities with die 
cutting and CNC routing. We offer a 
fast and efficient service, should you 
require 1 off’s or larger run’s give our 
team a call.

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS
51/59 Waterworks Rd. Norwich NR2 
4DA
Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk
High quality screen printing to all 
types of rigid and flexible base 
materials ie. self-adhesive vinyl, 
paper, plastic and metal. From single 
to full colour and small or large runs.

SCULPTORS

BRYAN RAWLINGS DESIGN
45 Nunney Close, Keynsham, Bristol 
BS31 1XG
Tel: 0117 986 7894 / 7291
bryan@bryanrawlings.com
www.bryanrawlings.com
ROYAL COATS OF ARMS. Huge 
range of sizes, styles and finishes 
available. All designed and made 
in house and BRD copyright. Hand 
made and best quality. Specialist 
supplier to the sign trade.

SHEET MATERIALS

RIGHTON BLACKBURNS LTD
Building 38, Second Avenue, The 
Pensnett Estate, Kingswinford, West 
Midlands DY6 7UE
Tel: 01384 276400
sales@rblimited.co.uk
www.rightonblackburns.co.uk
UK distributor of Polycasa Crylux 
Cast & Crylon extruded sheet 
acrylic Available in a wide range of 
clear, opals, colours and special 
finishes. Also stocked: Alucobest 
aluminium composite sheet, Marlon 
solid polycarbonate, PET-G, SAN, 
polystyrene, hygienic cladding, rigid 
PVC and fixing accessories, sign 
post systems, aluminium sheet and 
extrusions.

TELEGAN PRESSED 
PRODUCTS LTD.
South Strand, Lawford, Manningtree, 
Essex CO11 1UP
Tel: 01206 803580
sales@teleganpressedproducts.com
www.teleganpressedproducts.com
Leading manufacturer of plate 
pressed PVC sheet offering 
equivalents to Darvic, Pacton 
and Cobex under our trade name 
TELBEX. We also manufacture 
VYNALAST™ engraving laminate. 
A comprehensive range of 
photoluminescent boards and self 
adhesive vinyl is available in PSPA 
class B and Class C to order.

TROTEC
9 Didcot Way, Boldon Business Park, 
Boldon Colliery, NE35 9PD
Tel: 0191 580 1184
materials@troteclaser.co.uk
www.troteclaser.co.uk
Trotec’s UK warehouse is fully 
stocked with engraving materials 
available with cut-to-size and next 
day delivery. As well as a range of 
laminate, acrylic, metal and wood 
sheets, we also supply a range of 
engraving consumables such as 
marking pastes and accessories 
including mounting devices and braille 
beads.

VISIONS IN PLASTICS
Unit 3, Delta Court (Robin Hood 
Airport), Auckley, Doncaster, DN9 
3GN
Tel: 01302 775920
sales@visionsinplastics.co.uk
www.visionsinplastics.co.uk
Stocks of Mirrored Extruded Acrylic 
in clear, 19 colours, See-Thru, Two 
sided, Anti Scatch, Anti Fog. Mirrored 
Polycarbonate, Petg and Polystyene. 
Non mirrored sheet in Acrylic, ABS, 
Polycarbonate, Polystyrene and PVC 
Foam.

SIGN & DISPLAY SYSTEMS

VISION LIGHTING LTD
Unit 1 Wortley Moor Lane, Leeds, 
LS12 4JD
Tel: 0113 279 9745
sales@vision-lighting.co.uk
www.vision-lighting.co.uk
Vision Lighting’s Signtrim aluminium 
sign frame extrusion is ideal for 
fabricating sign frames for non-
illuminated sign panels 5 to 6mm in 
thickness. Signtrim is widely used on 
convenience stores to create external 
displays where window graphics 
are note possible. Signtrim can be 
supplied in mill finish or painted to the 
required RAL colour on a short lead 
time.

SIGN LOCATORS

F. K. MOORE LTD
5 Wilton Road, Haine Industrial Park, 
Ramsgate, Kent CT12 5HD.
Tel: 01843 593 440
enquiries@fkmoore.com
www.fkmoore.com
British manufacturers of screw 
type Brass Sign Locators, Wall 
Fixing Standoffs and stockists of 
Nylon Locators for the Sign and 
Shopfitting Industries. As well as other 
shopfittings, we also manufacture 
Coverhead Screws, either Flat, 
Dome, Conical or Mushroom shape in 
various finishes.

SIGN POSTS & FIXINGS

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIES LTD
Britannia House, Granville Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2BJ
Tel: 01622 689 410
www.signtradesupplies.co.uk
Supplying a variety of sign making 
supplies nationwide including 
aluminium signs posts, post clips, 
fixings, vinyl and tools. We have a 
large UK stock of Image Perfect vinyl, 
sign fixings and aluminium extrusions 
ready for same day despatch. We 
also provide trade manufacturing 
service including diamond edge 
polished acrylic, flat cut acrylic 
lettering, sign trays and more.

SIGN SUPPORT SYSTEMS

ISPI TRADE LTD
Unit 3.3 Strathclyde Business Park, 
19 Starling Way, Bellshill ML4 3PU
Tel: 0141 764 1600
sales@ispitrade.com
www.ispitrade.com
I-SPI Trade supplier of sign support 
systems. Our range includes wall 
mounts, cable & rod display systems, 
screw covers, LED lighting and 
much more all at THE REAL TRADE 
PRICE. Massive stocks and next day 
delivery. See our products on our web 
site or give Stephen or Sean a call for 
a brochure.

SHOPKIT GROUP LTD
Unit 3 Swanstons Road, Great 
Yarmouth, Norfolk NR30 3NQ
Tel: 01923 818 282
www.shopkit.com/brochures/
Shopkit manufactures a wide range 
of sign support systems in our UK 
FACTORY, offering COMPETITIVE 
PRICES on quality products, working 
in different metal finishes with an 
ONLINE SHOP with next day delivery 
and quick lead times on CUSTOM 
ITEMS. Products include project 
fixings & sign standoffs, banner 
systems, rod signage supports & 
cable signage systems all for both 
interior & exterior use.

SIGN SURVEYOR

PB WILLIAMS SIGN SURVEYOR
48 Durley Rd, Aintree L9 9AW
Tel: 07885 486 182
We specialise in sign surveying 
to the trade, with over 35 years 
of experience as a sign fitter/
manufacturer. I was contracted to 
large companies in the north west, 
and country wide. I am based in 
Merseyside and have PASMA, IPAF/
PAL & CSCS qualifications and will 
travel UK and Europe. For further 
details please contact the above 
number or email.

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIERS

APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
As confidential signage TRADE only 
suppliers, Applelec have the vision, 
experience & craftsmanship to help 
bring your project to life. Our in-house 
manufacturing facilities allow us to 
offer a vast array of signage & LED 
lighting options as well as respond 
to your needs without compromising 
on quality. Whilst our knowledgeable 
sales & production teams are there to 
support you all the way.
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DISCOUNT DISPLAYS
31-35 Wortley Road, Croydon CR0 
3EB
Tel: 0844 800 1020
sales@discountdisplays.co.uk
www.discountdisplays.co.uk
Discount Displays are UK based 
experts in all things display and 
signage. As well as a huge range 
of hardware for exhibitions, events 
and retail, we also specialise in 
large format print solutions. We are 
able to offer super low trade prices 
on a variety of printed signage, all 
produced in-house using high quality 
inks and materials. Visit our website 
for more information and to view our 
full rang

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIES LTD
Britannia House, Granville Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2BJ
Tel: 01622 689 410
www.signtradesupplies.co.uk
Supplying a variety of sign making 
supplies nationwide including 
aluminium signs posts, post clips, 
fixings, vinyl and tools. We have a 
large UK stock of Image Perfect vinyl, 
sign fixings and aluminium extrusions 
ready for same day despatch. We 
also provide trade manufacturing 
service including diamond edge 
polished acrylic, flat cut acrylic 
lettering, sign trays and more.

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper 
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852888
contactus@signscape.co.uk
www.sasl.co.uk
We’re a leading sign trade 
manufacturer providing services 
in letter boards since 1973. Our 
products are made to order and are 
tailored to suit your specific branding 
and display location requirements. 
We offer a wide choice of design 
styles, frames, colours, and branding 
options, to ensure your message 
communicated is consistent and 
engaging. Contact us for a free 
consult.

SMITH TRADE SIGNAGE
Grove Works, Barnard Castle, Co 
Durham, DL12 8JG
Tel: 01833 694700
info@smith-signdisplay.co.uk
www.smith-signdisplay.co.uk
Part of William Smith Group 1832, we 
are a leading trade-only manufacturer 
of Commercial and CE Marked Traffic 
Signage, plus Chapter 8 Chevron 
Kits.

SPECIALITY FILMS

ATC LTD
Unit 3C Buckley Road Industrial 
Estate, 2 Buckley Road, Rochdale, 
Lancashire OL12 9EF
Tel: 01706 633043
sales@apptape.co.uk
www.apptape.co.uk
Suppliers of various speciality films 
including Etch glass, Reflective, 
Fluorescent, Reflexite daybrite, 
Reflexite prismatic reflective, Hi 
intensity reflective, Photoluminescent, 
Cast metallics, 2yr Fluorescent, 
Gemstone metallics, Multi lens, 
Transparent colours, Checker plate, 
Mirror colours, Prismatic colours, 
Glitter colours, Brushed aluminium 
silver and gold.

MACTAC UK LTD
Room 232, Victory House, 400 
Pavilion Drive, Northampton 
Business Park, Northampton NN4 
7PA
Tel: 01604 644697
www.mactacgraphics.eu
Mactac is a global manufacturer of 
many different PVC, PET, PP and 
PE self-adhesive films. Specialities 
include etched films, fluorescents, 
phosphorescents, mirror films, rear 
projection films, erasable films and 
textured laminates – all designed 
to complement and enhance your 
creative talent.

TRADITIONAL SIGNWRITERS/
GILDERS

ART DESIGN SIGN
Swindon, Wiltshire
Tel: 07495 778 631
sarahlouise0405@gmail.com
www.artdesignsign.co.uk
Sarah at Art Design Sign is a 
Traditional Signwriter and Artist. 
Services include: Traditional hand 
painted lettering and artwork, Pub and 
Restaurant Signage, Chalk boards, 
Gilded lettering, Menus, Vehicle 
Livery, Wall Art and Lettering, Logo 
Recreation, Restoration Projects, 
Original Artwork and Event Signage. 
Free Quotes available, please contact 
to discuss your needs.

TRANSFER PAPERS/HEAT 
PRESSES

THE MAGIC TOUCH
Unit 4, Apex Business Centre, 
Boscombe Road, Dunstable LU5 4SB
Tel: 01582 671 444
sales@themagictouch.co.uk
www.themagictouch.co.uk
Manufacturers of Transfer Papers 
and Materials used in conjunction 
with Laser Printers and Copiers (toner 
based) for full colour image transfer 
onto T-Shirts, Caps, Polo’s, Mugs, 
Mousemats etc. Plus Magicut® film 
for use with Plotter/Cutter for heat 
transfer.

TRAY SIGNS

APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
Manufactured inhouse for the 
TRADE signage industry, Applelec 
can create all styles of trays & 
fascia signs according to design 
specification. Available in metal or 
Dibond, trays can be flat face, curved 
or a bespoke shape. Back trays can 
be accessorised in a variety of ways 
with the addition of built-up, flat cut or 
vinyl letters & logos as well as LED 
illumination.

ILLUMEX
Wigan, WN1 3AB
Tel: 01942 243 341
Hello@illumex.co.uk
www.Illumex.co.uk
Producing bespoke tray signs for the 
trade in both solid aluminium and 
alupanel composite, trays can be 
supplied as blanks or complete with 
an array of lettering and illumination 
options. We offer national delivery 
along with project services such 
as installation and graphic design. 
Always ensuring exceptional levels of 
service along with quality of products 
to match.

TROUGH LIGHTING

SPECTRON LED LTD
102 Chapel Walks, Chapel Street, 
Salford, M3 5DW
Tel: 0161 263 8828
sales@spectronled.co.uk
www.ledsignsandlighting.co.uk
Designed & manufactured by LED 
and Sign specialists, Spectron LED, 
the LUMENLINEAR trough light is 
our best-selling product. It has been 
designed with the signmaker in 
mind; fast to install, easy to maintain, 
long lifespan, aesthetic & sturdy. 
Troughs are made to order; any 
size or Lead time is typically 1 day. 
Very competitive prices and 5 year 
warranty included.

VISION LIGHTING LTD
Unit 1 Wortley Moor Lane, Leeds, 
LS12 4JD
Tel: 0113 279 9745
sales@vision-lighting.co.uk
www.vision-lighting.co.uk
Vision Lighting is a leading supplier of 
LED sign lighting products including 
Nanolight, a slim, modern trough light, 
unrivalled in brightness and efficiency. 
Nanolight is the most waterproof 
trough light available in the UK, rated 
IP66. We guarantee quality with high 
quality components, a 5 year parts 
warranty and our ISO 9001, UKAS 
accredited certification for Quality 
Management.

VINYL & GRAPHIC INSTALLATIONS

FREELANCE GRAPHICS 
INSTALLER
London area / M25 / Kent / Surrey
Mob: 0756 4057 343
graphicsfitters@gmail.com
With 28 years experience in the 
industry, specialising in the installation 
of office manifestations, window films, 
office graphics, general signage, 
vehicle graphics, I can work as an 
additional member of your team on 
larger projects, or where there is a 
tight deadline, can also work on my 
own initiative. Available by the day or 
the by the job, flexible approach to 
work hours.

VISUAL GROUP
Hunt Lane, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire DN5 9SH
Tel: 01302 800 250
sales@visual-group.co.uk
visual-group.co.uk
Our highly skilled craftsmen with 
over 30 years’ experience within the 
industry, use traditional and modern 
manufacturing techniques with the 
latest technologies on hand. Visual 
Group can offer a variety of materials 
for creative office wall graphics to 
informative branded interior signage. 
We can create anything from vinyl 
window graphics to flat cut letters with 
LED Illumination plus much more.

VINYL SUPPLIES

APA (UK) LTD
Unit 10 Capital Ind. Est., Crabtree 
Manorway South, Belvedere, Kent, 
DA17 6BJ
Tel: 020 8311 4400
apauk@apaspa.com
www.apaspa.com
One of Europe’s main vinyl 
manufacturing companies supplying 
own brand self-adhesive plotter 
vinyl and Digital Print media. Plotter 
vinyls from short-term up to 10 
years including Truck, Cast, Vehicle 
Wrapping, Frost-effect, Solar, 
Reflective and an extensive range 
of Print material for UV, Solvent and 
Dye/Pigment inks, all application aids 
are available.

ATC LTD
Unit 3C Buckley Road Industrial 
Estate, 2 Buckley Road, Rochdale, 
Lancashire OL12 9EF
Tel: 01706 633043
sales@apptape.co.uk
www.apptape.co.uk
Distributors of Ritrama UK’s full range 
of signmaking vinyls including their 
complete portfolio of Digital Films. 
We also have available a full range 
of signmaking vinyls manufactured 
in the UK by KPMF. We stock a 
range of application tapes from 
R Tape USA and various Digital 
Media manufactured by LG Hausys. 
Discounts available on credit card 
payments.
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AVERY DENNISON
Nelson Way, Cramlington, NE23 1JR
Tel: 01670 59 2095
graphics.averydennison.eu
Avery Dennison is a leading 
manufacturer of high-performance 
self-adhesive materials, for vehicle 
and building graphics – including 
digital, cut and screen applications. 
We innovate constantly to make 
graphics exciting and easy to install. 
Decades of know-how and the 
latest technologies (e.g. Easy Apply 
Technology and Supreme Wrapping 
Film) help you to transform your ideas 
into impactful messages.

CREATIVE FILMS
3 Acorn Enterprise Centre, Hoo Farm 
Industrial Estate, Kidderminster 
DY11 7RA
Tel: 01562 747 000
sales@creativefilms.co.uk
www.creativefilms.co.uk
We stock an unusual range of sign 
vinyl rolls. Specializing in unusual and 
striking special effect films, including: 
Glitter Film, Many textured metal 
effect films such as coarse brush and 
diamond plate, Sequins and various 
holographic effects, Mirror (chrome) 
film, Mozaic films and more. Available 
in our standard 20 colours. Ask for 
samples.

GRAFITYP UK LTD
Grafitack House, 103 Mariner, 
Tamworth, Staffordshire B79 7UL
Tel: 01827 300500
www.grafityp.co.uk
Grafityp is a leading manufacturer 
and supplier of self-adhesive sign 
making vinyl, wrapping/decorating 
vinyl, digital printing vinyl/films and 
overlaminates. We manufacturer 
films for a vast array of applications, 
which include interior decor, signage, 
etched window, fluorescent to vehicle 
graphics. Grafityp is leading the way 
with an excellent range of PVC FREE 
Films.

GREENSTIK MATERIALS LTD 
(GM CRAFTS)
Unit 9 Lancaster Road, Carnaby 
Industrial Estate, Carnaby, 
Bridlington, East Yorkshire, YO15 
3QY
Tel: 01262 602 222
sales@gmcrafts.co.uk
www.gmcrafts.co.uk
One of the UK’s Largest selections 
of self adhesive vinyl & heat transfer 
vinyl. Also supplying Graphtec 
CE7000 plotters, custom printing 
available on self-adhesive and heat 
transfer vinyl plus other medias.

MACTAC UK LTD
Room 232, Victory House, 400 
Pavilion Drive, Northampton 
Business Park, Northampton NN4 
7PA
Tel: 01604 644697
www.mactacgraphics.eu
Mactac is a global manufacturer 
of self-adhesive films designed to 
bring out your talent. Our highly 
innovative printing and marking 
products transform interior decoration, 
commercial architecture, signage 
and visual communications – for 
applications that include buildings, 
windows, point of sale, vehicles and 
boats. Mactac solutions are used by 
some of the world’s most prestigious 
brands.

MDP SUPPLIES
Unit 1 Magazine Point, Riverbank 
Road, Bromborough, Wirral, CH62 
3JP
Tel: 0151 272 1234
www.mdpsupplies.co.uk
Distributor to sign makers and 
garment printers. Stocking Ritrama, 
KPMF, DeTape and many other 
leading brands. Order online at www.
mdpsupplies.co.uk, by phone or at 
any of our 9 branches across the UK. 
No account needed.

PYRAMID DISPLAY MATERIALS 
LTD
Head Office, Unit 5 Westpoint 
Enterprise Park, Clarence Avenue, 
Trafford Park, Manchester M17 1QS
Tel: 0161 872 5666
www.pyramid-display.co.uk
We supply a huge array of different 
sign vinyl products with options 
suitable for virtually any sign vinyl 
application you may need. Choose 
from monomeric vinyl, polymeric vinyl, 
premium cast vinyl, reflective vinyl 
translucent vinyl, fluorescent vinyl 
and etched vinyl, produced by leading 
manufacturers such as MACtac, 
Avery Dennison, LG and Aslan.

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIES LTD
Britannia House, Granville Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2BJ
Tel: 01622 689 410
www.signtradesupplies.co.uk
Supplying a variety of sign making 
supplies nationwide including 
aluminium signs posts, post clips, 
fixings, vinyl and tools. We have a 
large UK stock of Image Perfect vinyl, 
sign fixings and aluminium extrusions 
ready for same day despatch. We 
also provide trade manufacturing 
service including diamond edge 
polished acrylic, flat cut acrylic 
lettering, sign trays and more.

SPANDEX UK
1600 Park Avenue, Aztec West, 
Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4UA
Tel: 0800 77 26 33
info@spandex.com
www.spandex.co.uk
Spandex distributes products from 
leading material and equipment 
brands for sign making, graphic 
production, digital printing, vehicle 
wrapping, interior décor and textile 
printing. We offer products from 3M, 
Avery Dennison, Arlon, ORAFOL, 
ImagePerfect, STEK, Cover Styl’, 
Canon, Epson, Roland and many 
others.

WAYFINDING SIGNS

APPLELEC
Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park, 
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk
TRADE suppliers of curved or flat-
faced way-finding and aluminium 
display systems with directories 
incorporating wall mounted, projecting 
and totem signs. Poster display 
frames with a snap side profile to 
allow for easy interchange of inserts 
and an exterior light box series is 
available. Please contact our friendly 
team for more information.

ICE SIGNS
Tannery Works, 12 Whingate, Leeds 
LS12 3BL
Tel: 0113 2242124
sales@icesigns.co.uk
www.icesigns.co.uk
Suppliers of internal and external 
wayfinding and directory systems to 
DDA (1995) guidelines if required.

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper 
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852 888
contactus@signscape.co.uk
www.sasl.co.uk
We’re a leading sign trade 
manufacturer providing services in 
wayfinding sign systems since 1973. 
Our products remain the system of 
choice for many sign makers and 
wayfinding specialists; including post 
and panel, flush panel and curved 
panel signs, office signage, indoor/
outdoor wall directories, paper insert, 
directional, and projecting signs, 
lectern and suspended signs, totems, 
fingerposts.

VISUAL GROUP
Hunt Lane, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire DN5 9SH
Tel: 01302 800 250
sales@visual-group.co.uk
visual-group.co.uk
At Visual Group we understand 
visual representation and the 
importance of a stylish, high quality, 
well-made product which cannot 
be underestimated. We aim to 
manufacture to the highest level 
enabling complete satisfaction. Our 
highly skilled craftsmen with over 
30 years’ experience within the 
industry, use traditional and modern 
manufacturing techniques and have 
the latest technologies on hand.

WIDE FORMAT PRINTING

VISUAL GROUP
Hunt Lane, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire DN5 9SH
Tel: 01302 800 250
sales@visual-group.co.uk
visual-group.co.uk
At Visual Group we understand 
visual representation and the 
importance of a stylish, high quality, 
well-made product which cannot 
be underestimated. We aim to 
manufacture to the highest level 
enabling complete satisfaction. Our 
highly skilled craftsmen with over 
30 years’ experience within the 
industry, use traditional and modern 
manufacturing techniques with the 
latest technologies on hand.

WIDE FORMAT SOLUTIONS 
PROVIDER

DISCOUNT DISPLAYS
31-35 Wortley Road, Croydon CR0 
3EB
Tel: 0844 800 1020
sales@discountdisplays.co.uk
www.discountdisplays.co.uk
Discount Displays are UK based 
experts in all things display and 
signage. As well as a huge range 
of hardware for exhibitions, events 
and retail, we also specialise in 
large format print solutions. We’re 
able to offer super low trade prices 
on a variety of printed signage, all 
produced in-house using high quality 
inks and materials. Visit our website 
for more information and to view our 
full range.
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FLAT-CUT LETTERS
BUILT-UP LETTERS
ENGRAVED PLAQUES
TRAY SIGNS
SPECIALIST FABRICATION
FLAT-BED DIGITAL PRINTING
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