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Page
WELCOME
Fond farewell

After four interesting years as editor of this magazine it’s time to move on, so this is my
last. I’ve learnt so much and during my time working in this industry, I’ve come to
appreciate the amazing skills and creativity of those working in it. I confess I’ll never
understand the more technical aspects no matter how many stand tours at shows I did!
But it’s clear how much innovation, research and development goes into new or updated
products to help signmakers and printers achieve such impressive work.

Some highlights include my first SDUK show, soon after starting on the magazine; a trip
to Amsterdam courtesy of FESPA; a fascinating tour of the Mercedes Formula 1 factory
thanks to Epson; and hearing about all the charities that are supported by businesses in
the industry. I’ve particularly enjoyed reading about the projects that we’ve featured in
Sign Update; many of which have won awards in the UK and internationally.

In this issue we bring you two features; one that examines chemical etching and another
looks at cast signage. There are also pieces from Kings Plastic, SAi and Antalis,
commenting on their specialist subjects. In sign news we bring you all the winners from
the BSGA Awards, and details of what to expect at some of the major sign shows in the
first part of the year, plus lots of other news.

I wish you all the best for 2018.

Kathryn
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PRODUCT News

New product from ASLAN

ASLAN recently launched EtchedBoard
Dryapply ASLAN EBL 300, a glass
decoration film that is unique in the
market, says the company. The new PVCfilm with an etched glass look offers

two-in-one functionality. In addition to
creating decorative privacy screen
solutions, it can also be used for
presentation and communication
purposes, thanks to its dry wipe finish.

The film’s specially developed surface is
suitable for all popular whiteboard
markers. Writing can be wiped off with a
dry microfibre cloth, without leaving any
shadows or ghosting. Glass surfaces in
offices, meeting rooms, doctors’ surgeries
and hospitals coated with this translucent
glass decoration film get an additional use,
as it can be written on any time you like,
as often as you like.

To ensure fast and bubble-free dry
application even on large areas, the selfadhesive film comes with ASLAN Dryapply
technology. This means bubbles can be
wiped out with ease through very fine air
release channels. Perfectly suited for
cutting plotters, the glass decoration film
can be customised and cut to
any shape and size. The 80 µm thick,
polymeric softened self-adhesive film is
suited for long-term applications, yet can
be removed even after several years.

The new specialty film is available in rolls
of 50 metres x 1.37 metres.
This new self-adhesive film has two functions, as it can be written on and provide privacy

www.ASLAN-Schwarz.com.

New diamond polishing
machine to give acrylic the edge

Awltech, who supply flame/diamond
polishing, heat-bending and edgebevelling solutions to the sign and display
and plastics fabrication industries, has a
new diamond polishing machine. Called
the AMI-c, it has been developed primarily
for the edge-finishing of acrylic and its
plastic derivatives that are used
extensively by these industries.

Available in a choice of two models with
respective processing lengths of 2.1 and
3.1m, both machines will polish material
up to a thickness of 120mm at 90 degrees
and up to a thickness of 80mm at 45
degrees. Both machines will also polish
bevels at up to 60 degrees.

The AMI-c diamond polishing machine has
a number of new performance-enhancing
features, optional processing tools and
benefits. These include, as options: a
tilting front stop that enables bevelled
multiple sheets of material to be stacked
and polished in a continuous cycle; and an
integrated mop-like polisher that removes
any film marks, scuffs and other surface
imperfections before the material is
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removed from the machine. The AMI-c
machine provides Ethernet connectivity to
allow remote access to online technical
support and help.

A range of diamond polishing tools is also
available to accommodate different types
of material and to provide a choice of
finishes such as high gloss, gloss and

matt. A brochure with full technical
specifications and video links to enable
access to machine demonstrations can
also be provided on request using the
info@awltech.co.uk address.

www.awltech.co.uk

Awltech’s new AMI-c diamond polishing machine used to finish edges
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PRODUCT News

Networked digital menu boards
Crystal Display Systems LTD (CDS) have
launched the new networked digital menu
boards with free network subscription.

“Everything you need from one supplier
with cost-effective network package using
our award winning MysignagePortal.com,”
says the company. It comes with a oneyear free subscription and template library.

Key advantages and features for this
display are its integrated android network
media player, to connect via Wi-Fi or the
cable all-in-one package. There is a choice
screens sizes, such as 32”, 43”, 50” & 55”.

The display is manufactured from
commercial grade components and 450cd
LCD panels for 24/7 constant use.

The menu boards are so easy to install as
they require mains power to connect as
well as easy to use pre-designed
templates to help customers get started.

The narrow bezel of these displays makes
it easier to place them side by side giving
the impression of a virtually seamless
display, thanks to their thinner edges and
superior image precision.

“The product line also has all the usual
benefits of the rest of the range including
updates over the internet, portrait or
landscape, multiscreen synchronisation –
perfect for menus above the counter and
simple USB plug and play updates if
needed instead of using the internet
option. Also including an eco-power timer-

Digital menu boards that come in a number
of sizes and are easy to use
powering off in times of non-usage,
scrolling text message; so can have a live
feed on the screen with rolling text and
integrated speakers if audio is needed,”
says a spokesperson.

They come with a three-year warranty and
lifetime of help and technical support.

crystaldisplay.com/products/revolutionarynetwork-digital-menu-boards/
info@crystal-display.com
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PRODUCT News

Drytac WipeErase Clear overlaminate film

Drytac has announced the global
availability of WipeErase™ Clear
overlaminating film for the creation of
bespoke dry-erase boards.

Drytac WipeErase Clear is a 3mil/75µ
durable clear PET film with a gloss, hard
coat finish and pressure-sensitive acrylic
adhesive. WipeErase Clear enables print
service providers to quickly and easily
create custom-printed, removable, high
quality, dry erase graphics that stick to
virtually any smooth surface. It is
compatible with solvent, UV and latex
printing technologies, and can be cleanly
removed.

Applications include dry erase or planning
boards, menu boards, signage,
conference room walls and retail displays.

WipeErase Clear also possesses
excellent anti-graffiti qualities, as well as
resistance to scratches, abrasions, water,
solvents, stains and chemicals, says the
company. This full chemical- and scratchresistance prevents ghosting, and the
premium dry erase laminate means even
permanent marker can be quickly and
easily removed with the use of rubbing
alcohol.

Thanks to its wipe-clean laminate,
WipeErase Clear is also ideal for the
protection of printed graphics within
environments such as children’s
bedrooms, education establishments, daycare centres and hospitals, as well as
restaurants and pubs.

Drytac WipeErase Clear is a clear PET film with a gloss, hard coat finish and pressuresensitive acrylic adhesive, which can be used for menu boards, signage and retail displays
Shaun Holdom, Global Product Manager
at Drytac, said: “WipeErase Clear enables
PSPs to turn any graphic into a dry erase
board, and its applications are nearly
endless. It offers a writing surface that is
built to last and includes a 10-year
warranty guaranteeing its clean-erase
properties. Additionally, thanks to its anti-

graffiti qualities, it can be used to protect
graphics within high traffic areas."

Drytac’s entire range of films and
adhesives is exclusively distributed
throughout the UK by Antalis.

www.antalis.co.uk
www.drytac.co.uk

CADlink’s latest software for Brother™
GTX direct to garment printer
Digital Factory Apparel Brother Edition™
maximizes the exceptional throughput
capabilities, as well as the “high-fidelity”
colour output that the newly released
Brother™ GTX printer is designed for,
says CADlink.

The custom print driver, as well as specially
created colour profile sets for white, black
and coloured garments, are all available in
the Digital Factory Apparel Brother
Edition™ Version 3 software product. The
software extends colour gamut and is able
to reproduce a much greater colour range
than standard print drivers.
“Digital Factory Apparel Brother Edition™
is much more than RIP software”, says
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Michael Chramtchenko, CADlink
Technology Director of Marketing. “No
other RIP software product or driver-based
print solution offers such advanced colour
management controls as well as preproduction workflow and image
preparation tools. Most importantly, these
tools can all be found in a single, easy-touse package that addresses all of the
production requirements that Brother™
DTG printer users may have.”
The software has an assortment of
production automation features including
the ink and time saving “knock me out”
tools that automatically remove specific
design colours that match garment
colours, which eliminates the need for ink
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to be printed in those areas. Also included
is advanced handling of white ink
management. This not only saves a great
deal on white ink costs, but also increases
the image print quality and feel. Users can
also select and create predefined print
queues that are based on colour or type of
garment, resolution requirements as well
as preferred colour printing requirements:
realistic or vibrant.

Existing Digital Factory Apparel users can
add on the new GTX printer package for a
small fee.

www.cadlink.com/index.php/en/digitalfactory-apparel-brother-edition

PRODUCT News

TheMagicTouch become exclusive
distributors for Duraluxe

TheMagicTouch, under its DyeSubMagic
sublimation brand has been appointed
exclusive distributors for the UK and
Ireland for Duraluxe™ HD metal. This
unique HD powder coated aluminium
product offers UV resistance together with
anti-graffiti properties, to deliver
“innovation for full colour outdoor signage
as never seen before”.

Traditionally, full colour transfer decoration
of aluminium panels printed using any
sublimation ink has not been suitable or
acceptable for outdoor use due to poor
durability against the effects of UV, graffiti
and weathering.

TheMagicTouch, in partnership with the
manufacturer Decoral Inc., involved in
powder coating technology for the past 30
years, introduce Duraluxe™ a new
“double” coating process to the aluminium
sublimation panels. The blank panels are
printed in full colour using sublimation ink
transfers and a suitable professional
transfer heat press. The finished product
comes with a certified minimum five-year
guarantee for use outdoors.

Folded sheet with image

Printed aluminium panels have proved
popular for indoor use and are commonly
manufactured using various liquid coating
technologies, says the company. But the
market for outdoor signage demands
certified UV protection which with liquid
coatings has not been possible.

After extensive research and development
at Decoral’s Lab facility in Florida, USA,
combined with certified accelerated
weather testing to the ISO 11664-4
standard, Duraluxe™ has secured fiveyear outdoor minimum guarantee. The
panels also offer anti-graffiti qualities
against inks and sprays.

The aluminium panels are 1.2mm thick,
available in various standard sizes up to
2.4m with HD imaging quality together with
outdoor, scratch and chemical resistance.
The unique patented “double” powder
coating process also enables the panels to
be trimmed and shaped easily avoiding
any flaking or sharp edges.

The Duraluxe™ panels are compatible
with most recognised sublimation ink
brands including Sawgrass, Jtec, Kiian,
Sensient, STS and Epson.

“Duraluxe™ takes aluminium sublimation
panels to the next level with high-definition
colours specifically designed to withstand
years of exposure to sunlight and severe
weather. Only Duraluxe™ sublimation
panels combine the scratch-resistance
and durability of powder coating with the
depth and colour vibrancy of multi-layer
imaging. Add to that, the patented antigraffiti formulations and you get the most
‘Powderful’ outdoor sublimation panels
available on the planet,” says a
spokesperson.

sales@themagictouch.co.uk

Park signage
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Perspex Distribution see the attraction of
Multishield magnetic steel composite panels
Multishield, the only UK produced steel
composite sheet, has extended its range
to include both a digital coating and a new
whiteboard coating, available from
Perspex Distribution.

Its galvanised steel skin makes the panels
magnetically receptive, which greatly
increases the scope of possible
applications for sign makers and printers
using the material, says the company.

The double-sided product is available in
either a digital/digital finish, or a
digital/whiteboard coating meaning that
whiteboard products can be produced
without requiring additional processes and
lamination. The digital coating also helps
to produce vibrant colourfast prints.
Hoardings made from Multishield

The same Kent
factory is now able
to produce the strong
and rigid galvanised
steel composite
panel, Multishield

Available in a 3mm and 6mm thickness,
the panels have a polyethylene core
between a 0.25mm galvanised steel
sheets surface load bearing rigidity and
panels that are easily fabricated.

The versatile benefits make the product
suitable for exhibition graphics, hoarding
panels, signage and outdoor advertising.

Signmakers and printers will be familiar
with Alupanel aluminium composite
manufactured by Multipanel UK, which is

Production of Multishield
the only UK produced ACM and widely
used in signage, hoarding and POS. The
same Kent factory is now able to produce
the strong and rigid galvanised steel
composite panel, Multishield.

Request free samples:
www.perspex.co.uk/multishield.

Multishield Whiteboard
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PRODUCT News

Nine new 3M Series 1080 wrap
colours available at William Smith
Trade supplier to the sign and graphics
industry, William Smith, adds a new range
of coloured wrap films to its 3M Wrap Film
Series 1080 collection.

They will stock nine new 3M colours in
series 1080, in addition to the already
existing 98. They are available in a range
of finishes, such as Gloss Blue Fire, Gloss
Glacier Grey, Gloss Light Green, Gloss
Galaxy Black, Satin Flip Ghost Pearl, Satin
Key West, Matrix Black, Shadow Black
and Dead Matte Black.

Using 3M™ Controltac™ and 3M™
Comply™ technology, series 1080
minimises the initial contact area of the
adhesive and permits the applicator to
reposition the film during application,
allowing for easier installation, with nonvisible air release channels for virtually no
air bubbles.

With long-term durability designed for solid
colour vehicle detailing, decoration and full

wraps without the need of additional
graphic protection, the range offers
customers the opportunity to create a truly
distinctive look for bonnets, roofs, boot
lids, bumpers, door panels, racing stripes,
exterior mirror covers, or the entire vehicle.

"The latest colours to the 3M Wrap Film
Series 1080, stamps our commitment to
supplying the UK with the best coloured
wrap films available on the market," says
Chris Bradley, Head of Marketing at
William Smith Group 1832.

"With a 90-micron dual cast film providing
just the right amount of rigidity with no
application tape, our customers can look
forward to increasing the design
possibilities for any vehicle wrap."

Sold in 1524mm roll widths, allowing
almost any section of a vehicle to be
wrapped without seams, the films provide
“excellent” opacity to hide high contrast
surfaces and an additional resistance

3M 1080 Gloss Blue Fire
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against petrol spillage and atmospheric
influences.

The latest colour additions
to the ever-growing range
of industry leading
materials can be ordered
as full, part, or customer
slit rolls with same day
despatch available on all
orders made before 6pm

info@williamsmith.co.uk

PRODUCT News

Wallpen colours the world
using Xaar technology

An innovative and highly practical solution
that uses inkjet technology from Xaar to
create designs on indoor and outdoor
walls has been launched in Germany by
Wallpen GmbH. The Wallpen printer is a
patented, mobile, large format UV printer
system for printing pictures and graphics
direct to walls and vertical surfaces. It
prints in brilliant, durable and highdefinition colours directly onto a wide
variety of substrates such as plaster,
wallpaper, wood, stone, plastic, tiles,
glass, metal and concrete.

Following extensive market research, the
Wallpen printer was developed over two
years and is underpinned by 15 patents,
enabling the creation of a unique and highperformance printer. Incorporating a fourcolour Xaar 128 print bar, the Wallpen
printer uses a rigid and lightweight
aluminium structure to print the image. At
the same time, it scans across the surface
using a laser to adjust for surface
imperfections and undulations. Therefore,
the printer automatically and continuously
adjusts the print arm for any changes in
the surface of the substrate onto which it
prints.

Able to create colourful designs on walls
up to almost four metres high, with no limit
to the printable width, the Wallpen printer
can cover up to four square metres per
hour at a resolution of 370 x 600 DPI. It is
compact, fits in a mid-size car, can be
easily transported and can be set up by
one person in just five minutes.

This product is the idea of Wallpen
Managing Director Andreas Schmidt, who
specially developed the vertical printer to
have a wide range of possible
applications. These include printing eyecatching designs onto vertical surfaces in
public spaces like shopping malls; bringing
colour to hospitals and other municipal
buildings; and creating displays on
museum or office corridor walls. The
Wallpen printer is of interest to painters,
decorators and interior designers, as well
as sign makers, advertising agencies and
graphic designers.

The Wallpen large format UV printer system for printing pictures and graphics direct to
walls and vertical surfaces; two examples of walls printed by the Wallpen
“Since the launch, we’ve had a great deal
of interest in the printer from a wide variety
of industries, and sales are already looking
very healthy,” says Andreas. “The Xaar
128 printheads are central to our product
because of their ability to jet UV ink, and
also because they can be easily
incorporated into a small and lightweight
printhead unit. As a consequence, Xaar
technology is playing a major role in the
Wallpen printer’s success.”

The Xaar 128 has long been recognised
as the leading 17mm piezoelectric dropon-demand printhead for the wide-format
graphics sector, and is ideal for
applications such as printing graphics on a
range of surfaces, as well as outdoor and
indoor signage. Light and powerful, it is
also particularly suited to applications
where printhead weight and size are
important considerations – a key part of its
relevance to the Wallpen printer.

16 Sign Update

www.wallpen.com
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PRODUCT News

William Smith expands print wrap film range

William Smith, who supply products to the
sign and graphics industry, has added four
print wrap films to its ever-growing range.

The Barnard Castle-based company,
which is part of William Smith Group 1832,
will stock 3M™’s extended range of
IJ180mC Print Wrap Films; and Avery
Dennison’s PVC-free wrap film series MPI
1405 EA RS.

New additions to the IJ180mC Print Wrap
Film range include low-surface energy
(SE), ultra-removable (UR) and stainless
steel (SLS) options that are set to provide
graphic manufacturers and installers with
high-performance products, customised for
unique applications.

The IJ180mC-10SLS film has the muscle
to adhere to stainless steel vehicles,
including: tankers, refrigerated trucks
and food trucks; with the IJ180mC-10UR
film suited to bus wraps, trailers and box
trucks; and the IJ180mC-10LSE films
ideal for caravans, ATV’s and motocross
bikes.

These three new additions to the IJ180mC
range are backed by the 3M™ MCS™
Warranty and 3M™ Performance
Guarantee. They feature the benefits of
Comply™ Adhesive with micro technology,
which allows users to remove trapped air
easily without leaving visible air channels.

Following the latest trends of end-user
demand for non-PVC films, Avery
Dennison has launched its MPI 1405 EA
RS film, which provides a sustainable
solution suitable for both vehicle wrapping
and outdoor architecture applications on
cement, brick and concrete surfaces.

The PVC-free film, which has excellent 3D
conformability, can be quickly and easily
installed over complex curves and deep
recesses, thanks to Easy Apply RS
technology. This eliminates wrinkles and
bubbles and provides a high gloss finish.

“We’re delighted to be able to offer our
customers these print wrap films,” says
William Smith’s Head of Marketing, Chris
Bradley.

3M™’s IJ180mC Print Wrap Films
“3M™ and Avery Dennison both have an
excellent reputation for creating great print
wrap films and we are very excited to be
able to have these in our portfolio.”

The new 3M™ IJ180mC Print Wrap Films
and Avery Dennison’s MPI 1405 EA RS
PVC-free film series are available to order
now from William Smith. For further
information, phone 01833 690305.

Avery Dennison’s MPI 1405 EA RS film
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Product supply changes
Insight Sign Systems have announced that
from 1 November 2017 the Spectra Multi
Signcase System, established in 1971, will
be under the ownership of our long-term
suppliers Stock Displays.

Production will be moved from Glasgow to
their new 20,000 sq ft production facility at
Doncaster, where they have more
facilities, to allow them to continue to
produce all the high-quality range of
Spectra signcases, poster cases and
Speedflex cases. They will use the same

quality extrusions and pricing, combined
with as smooth a change over as possible
for all existing clients.

For any Spectra products such as sign
cases, poster cases, Speedflex cases,
Alu-Face cases, Speedfab frames.

Contact sales@stockdisplays.co.uk/ /
www.stockdisplays.co.uk

www.stockdisplays.co.uk

Insight will continue trading but only supply
Highlight and Halo-Light LED lighting.
They will be looking for a buyer for the
“Wayfinder” trade mark along with
copyright in a wide range of past profiles
associated with the name.

Contact sales@insightsignsystems.com
www.insightsignsystems.com
For any Highlight, Halo light and Wayfinder
products. Deliveries will be even faster
now with full production concentrated on
just two products, says Insight.
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Squid takes window covering to a new level
Squid self-adhesive fabric, designed for
covering glass of any type, shape or size,
delivers a “new innovation” for window
screening with ergonomic values. The
luxury finish can be digitally printed or
applied as a natural fabric, with both
effects offering one-way vision for privacy.
The patented material is easy to install,
with no fixtures or fittings needed, says
supplier CMYUK.

This is a totally unique
material and provides

tailor to exact specifications. Its minimalist
style means it complements all types of
architecture. And by keeping a lot of the
sun's heat out, withstanding extreme
humidity and being breathable, it's the
ideal solution for windows exposed to
strong sunshine.

Johan Bonner, Director at Squid, said: “At
FESPA this year, more than once we
heard professionals say that Squid was,
for them, the most innovative print medium
they had encountered in years. The look,
feel and endless creative possibilities sets
it into a new category of applications.”

a fantastic new look for

Available in five colours (Chalk, Bone,
Oak, Ash and Rock), Squid’s “style,
versatility and simplicity have made it a big
hit in the interior design and architectural
markets, breathing new life into homes,
offices and public facilities worldwide”.

the window, retail and
décor markets, allowing
digital printers to offer
a brand-new concept
to their clients
Squid’s innovative fabric, the result of a
new and advanced production technique,
is moisture and heat resistant, and easy to

In a time when environmental issues gain
attention, having an attractive and
versatile material that blocks heat from the
sun ticks a very large box, says the
company. Squid can be used on large
glazed office interiors, flat skylights, sliding
windows, glass roofs or conservatories
and glass partitions; and unlike plastic
counterparts, you can use Squid on
HR++(+) and high-performance glass, too.
It comes as an unprinted solution securing
privacy and solar protection for the B2C
and B2B window decoration markets;
installation can be DIY or done by a
professional.
The printability of this high-quality
substrate presents substantial commercial
and marketing possibilities: retailers are
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able to print designs onto the fabric,
creating unique shop window displays.
With a current trend of giving offices a
more contemporary feel, Squid fits the bill
perfectly, and while it sticks to windows
indefinitely, it can be removed easily
without leaving unsightly residue.
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CMYUK is the exclusive distributor of
Squid in the UK and Ireland. “This is a
totally unique material and provides a
fantastic new look for the window, retail
and décor markets, allowing digital
printers to offer a brand-new concept to
their clients.” says Michael Crook,
Commercial Director at CMYUK. He
continues: “Squid was primarily developed
for window decoration, however during
development, it was discovered that it
applied perfectly to walls and other
flat surfaces too, due to the very
lightweight textile and innovative adhesive,
opening up even more possibilities
such as exhibition and conference
graphics, retail displays and DIY
décor projects.”

www.squid.be
www.cmyuk.com

PRODUCT News

3M’s new decorative glass patterns

Glass is an essential component in the
design of today’s building interiors and
office spaces, says 3M. It brings
transparency, light and brightness to work
and leisure environments. It also allows
interior designers to “push the boundaries
of their creative thinking”. But when
working to a budget, it’s sometimes hard to
find solutions to creative ideas that use
traditional decorative glass finishes such
as etched, sandblasted or textured.

That’s where 3M can help.
They have worked with interior designers
and contractors over a number of years to
develop a range of high quality films that
mimic the aesthetics of natural and
synthetic materials at a fraction of the cost:
3M Fasara Glass Finishes. Made from
durable, flexible and removable polyester
materials, these films are quick and easy
to install to a variety of glass substrates
and can be applied on-site with little or no
business downtime. They are easy to
clean and reduce glare while blocking out
99 per cent of UV light.

“We work closely with the international
design community to create new and
exciting, on-trend patterns,” says Boris
Hartig, Portfolio & Channel Manager, 3M
Window Films & Architectural Markets.
“Later this year we will be launching 33
new designs, whilst expanding four of our
most popular finishes to a width of 60

inches. This gives us a total range of over
100 glass finishes, each inspired by the
differing requirements of our customers.”

New pattern categories include:
Fabric: addresses differing space
requirements, from smaller fine weaves to
larger, raw textures. They are also
introducing a more sophisticated palette of
metallic and pearl hues.

Natural: celebrates the ‘beautiful
imperfections’ of nature and the artisan
crafts.

String: described as ‘relaxed, soothing
and subtle’, this pattern delivers
uncomplicated elegance to your
environment.

Geometric: created for those seeking a
classic or modern theme, this pattern has
both a feel of nostalgia as well as
reflecting the growing influence of
technology.

Gradation: adds subtlety and distinction to
your space and is perfect for areas where
you need high level light but complete
privacy.

“We have also added new colours to the
existing white, black, mirror and silver,”
says Boris. “These colours include
champagne gold, pearl white, a more

brilliant silver and for the first time a
transparent grey ‘smoke’.”

3M Fasara Glass Finishes are ideal for
screening conference rooms, lobbies,
waiting rooms and glass partitions,
bringing privacy and contemporary styling
to your space, says the company.
www.3M.co.uk/innovativefinishes

3M expands the range of design options available in the decorative Fasara Glass Finishes range
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Complex designs crafted in metal
Chemical etching is probably best known
for indoor wayfinding in hotels and
apartment blocks or for traditional plaques
and signs outside solicitors or
accountants. Many sign companies turn
away potentially profitable enquiries for
labels, but labels are basically small signs.
Etched commemorative plates have been
placed on some of the highest mountains in
the world and even at the bottom of the
sea. Permanently etching graphics into
high quality stainless steel is one of the
most durable sign products you can find
and because it is regarded as a high-end
product, it can be very profitable.

Specialist supplier to the industry
Multitechnic, made the decision to
become a dedicated trade-only
manufacturer in order to provide
a super-efficient service to its
customers.

Managing director Colin Edge explains the
processes involved: “the graphics are
recessed into a metal surface, usually
stainless steel or brass but occasionally
into less common metals such as copper
or bronze. Very similar to engraving, it is
sometimes called chemical engraving but
unlike mechanical engraving which uses a
cutter to chip away at one little detail at a
time, chemical etching uses acids to etch
the whole design into the metal surface in
one go.

“The worst thing that we
could possibly do is to
turn people away or give a
shoddy service because we
are too busy so we set
about changing every little
part of the company to
be ridiculously efficient”

“You may come across requests for laser
etching into metals; a common
misunderstanding as laser etching does
not work on metals but rather on materials
that burn such as wood or plastics, the
laser burning away tiny dots of material to
create an image”.

26 Sign Update

To etch a sign you must first use a film to create a stencil on the metal surface

High definition image

Metals such as stainless steel and brass
do not burn. A powerful laser will melt
metals to cut right through but cannot
produce a decoratively etched surface. If
somebody specifies laser etching of
metals, what they have in mind is the sort
of design that is produced by chemical
etching, a high definition image that is cut
into the surface of the metal.

However, cutting the design into the
surface of metal sheet is only part of the
process.

“Most signs require colour in the design
and that usually means using paint,”
explains Colin. “This is where it is
necessary to understand how chemical
etching works in order to understand how
to design etched metal signage. Chemical
etching involves making holes in the metal
surface then putting paint inside them.
Simple designs such as etched text are
easy: you etch the text, put in some paint,
job done. By using some clever masking
and mixing effects, a real expert can
reproduce even very complex logos with
colours overlapping and fading into each
other but there are limits. You cannot for
instance etch and fill a colour photograph
into metal. If in doubt, talk to an expert
before committing to complex designs.

Understanding
the chemistry

Setting up to make your own chemically
etched signs is more complex than most
people realise. Buying an etching machine
is only a small part of the project as many
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sign companies have found out the hard
way. In addition to an etching machine,
which is really just a plastic box with a
pump and a heater which sprays hot acids
onto your piece of metal, you need the
technology to make the etching stencil.
Basic designs can be etched using vinyl
but it is very limiting.

“To reproduce the finer detail and small
text that chemical etching is renowned for,
you need a photographic stencil of some
sort, either applied directly to the metal or
indirectly by screen printing,” says Colin.
“To make this, of course, you need the
equipment to make high quality
photographic films.

“Before you even begin to set up an
etching line, you will need to understand
quite a lot of chemistry. Different metals
require different conditions. Some metals
require post-etch treatments to clean up
the etched surface, or your paint adhesion
will be poor. Etching aluminium, for
example, can be very tricky, and if you get
it wrong you will quickly produce huge
amounts of choking and dangerous fumes.
You need to monitor the condition of your
etching acids, something that requires a
bit of experience and unless you know
what you are doing, the results will be poor
quality with a rejection rate that will wipe
out any potential profit.”

Paint filling skills

Obviously, you need to be able to cut your
signs but few sign makers are set up to cut
metals such as stainless steel. Even
drilling of stainless steel is not as easy as

many think, requiring a good quality
machine and the right bits. The big hurdle
for most people is paint filling as you need
to apply paint into a shallow hole without
affecting the top surface, which could be
something easily marked such as mirror
polished stainless steel.

“Bear in mind that the acidic etching solution
eats sideways under the stencil as well as
down into the metal so if you etch deep
enough to make the filling easy, your image
becomes a blurred mess,” explains Colin.

As with any other process, chemical
etching brings its own requirements for
health & safety and the environment. The
acid requires regular replacement so you
need to dispose of the used acid, which if
you are responsible means having it taken
away to be recycled, and this is quite
costly. If you start washing off large
amounts of acid down the drain as rinse
water, you will need water treatment
equipment. The acids themselves are
quite easy to deal with for the purposes of
health & safety, but the acidic vapours
given off during the process are incredibly
corrosive to metals and will easily destroy
other equipment, so ideally you need a
dedicated and ventilated etching room.

Dedicated specialist

Because of the above, most sign
companies use a dedicated specialist to
supply their etched signs. Very few sign
companies have a need for chemical
etching all the time anyway so when you
do, instead of cranking up your own
production line which may not have been
used for days or even weeks, it is easier,
and almost certainly more profitable, to fire

off the instructions to a specialist, then get
on with something else.

Trade only

Multitechnic has taken this philosophy to
its theoretical extreme by becoming a
specialist trade-only supplier to the sign
industry. “We are the only manufacturer of
chemically etched signs who will deal only
with sign trade customers“, says Colin. “We
will not deal with end-users or architects,
are set up to take finished artwork and
instructions, and put them straight into
production.

“We decided a long time ago that dealing
with end users as well as trade customers
would never be workable,” explains Colin.
“You simply can’t give an ideal service to
both and you end up competing with your
own customers so you can’t be trusted.
We therefore took the decision to become
dedicated trade-only manufacturers. What
our customers needed from us was a very
rapid service, as good as anything they
could do in-house.”

This brought a unique set of challenges to
Multitechnic and they ended up using the
philosophy of a busy restaurant as their
business model. If a lot of customers turn
up at the same time, you need a kitchen
that will serve up a lot of food very quickly,
all to the right quality, nobody having to wait.

“The worst thing that we could possibly do
is to turn people away or give a shoddy
service because we are too busy, so we
set about changing every little part of the
company to be ridiculously efficient,” says
Colin. “For example, in the office we do all
quotes straight away, we never allow them

Etched satin stainless steel with airbrushed highlight in the logo

to build up because it creates more work if
you do. It becomes less efficient because
customers waste your time and their own
chasing up their quote and that isn’t a
good service; it is wasted time.”

There is more to offering a trade service
for chemically etched signs than just
making them quickly. Larger projects bring
their own challenges. Steve Aynsley is the
director responsible for production and
when larger jobs land, he wants to know
how the customer needs to receive the job
before it is even started.

“Our bigger jobs involve buildings like
hotels, large apartment blocks or even
cruise ships,” says Steve. “It is vital to plan
how these jobs are put through production
so that they come out packed in the right
order for delivery to the right part of the
building, ready for the fitters. We can even
send out each package with instructions
for the fitters.”

Chemical etching seems to attract
extremes of very large or very small
projects. If an architect or designer
decides that their big new building project
will be fitted out with etched stainless steel
signs, then that is likely to involve
hundreds or possibly thousands of etched
plates, from small individual door numbers
to floor directories. The next job could
involve just a few plates for a small office
or just one opening plaque. The only thing
that these jobs will have in common is
urgency, and in that way, chemical etching
is just the same as everything else in the
sign industry.

www.multitechnic.co.uk

Chemical etching can reproduce fine detail that would be
very expensive to engrave
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Salt and car paint for a perfect finish
Founded in 1989 in Forfar, Angus, Sign
Industries specialises in chemical etching
onto brass, bronze and stainless steel,
to suit the unique requirements of each
of its customers from local government
to engineering and oil companies.

“The process starts with cutting the metal
and we have a fairly large guillotine for
cutting squares or oblongs,” says director
Jordan Law, “If we need an unusual shape
we send it out to a laser or water jet cutter
to get that done so any shape is possible.

“We then cover the back side of the metal
with vinyl and make a mask with the
pictures or legend on it; this is placed on
the front of the metal which has been
polished and finished by the supplier
where the letters and images are then
picked out, any part of the sheet which has
not been masked will etch.

Two passes to get the depth

The work piece is then placed on runners
to go through the plant; the company uses
a ferric chloride etch solution, which is
acidic due to the etching process. The metal
usually has two passes to get the depth
needed but that can depend on the material
being used. Stainless steel is harder than
bronze so it takes a little more time to work.

“By etching the metal, it means
we can cover a bigger area with
more text whereas mechanical
engraving onto stainless steel
is very time-consuming and

The metal usually has two passes to
get the depth needed but that can
depend on the material being used

“By etching the metal, it means we can
cover a bigger area with more text
whereas mechanical engraving onto
stainless steel is very time-consuming and
much more expensive,” says Jordan.

“It then gets cleaned with the mask still on
and progresses to the paint shed. We use
a 2-pack car paint to give longevity, using
as many colours as required but they all
have to be applied separately and we
must have a thin divide of metal between
the colours or they’ll mix together. It is only
then that the vinyl is removed.”

The final job is polishing and packing for
delivery using a carrier who gives next day
delivery to most parts of Great Britain.

much more expensive”

Large-scale panels

“The benefit of our machine is its capability
to handle large-scale panels,” says
Jordan. “We have recently completed a set
of custom sized panels for lift doors; the
material was not available off-the-shelf at
the size required so had to be sourced
directly from the mill.

“In this instance, the client opted for
reverse etched bronze; this is where we
etch the background away to leave the
image in relief. The bronze is normally
aged with the image polished up,
depending on the customers’ requirements.
Samples were produced to give the
customer as many options as possible.”

Supplying to the trade

The largest part of Sign Industries
business involves supplying to trade
customers; and has been very important
since they started etching in 1994.

“We are in the quality end of the market
and built up a good client base of steady
reliable companies who may do the small
stuff in-house and come to us for large
runs or large pieces,” explains Jordan.
“Our trade services include etching
stainless 316 up to 4 metres X 1.5 metres
and mirror polish stainless steel, brass,
bronze and copper.

The client opted for reverse etched bronze where the
background is etched away to leave the image in relief
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“In addition, we make backing frames in
dark and light mahogany, supply any type
of fixing, tidy up or lay out artwork; despatch
under plain wrapper or a customer’s own
label; and offer a 10-day turnaround.”

www.signindustries.com

CHEMICAL Etching

Computer controlled
machinery keeps costs down
Leading commercial and industrial
engraving specialist, Brunel Engraving
Company has enhanced its offer to
trade customers with a significant
investment in state of the art engraving
and print technology.

“This investment enables us to provide a
reliable and competitive trade service at
highly competitive prices,” explains
managing director Martyn Wright.

The North Somerset based company
which provides bespoke engraving
services for local, national and overseas
customers, has spent over £75,000 on
upgrading its technology and expanding
the premises over the past two years with
the installation of a wide format
sublimation printer, flat bed UV printer and
a chemical etching machine along with
associated equipment.

The technologically advanced machinery,
used for producing printed metal labels,
name plates and exterior signs, allows the
company to undertake sophisticated
operations and to tackle the most
complicated procedures with a quick
turnaround, increased production levels
and improved overall quality.

Strong position

“We are currently producing over 40,000
nameplates, plaques, labels and trophies
per year”, says Martyn, a qualified
engineer who established Brunel
Engraving over 23 years ago.

“Our investment in the very latest
computer controlled machinery places us
in a very strong position to provide a full
trade engraving service to sign makers
and trophy shops at very competitive
prices. It means we can meet a whole host
of engraving needs from nameplates,
plaques and our Slatz range of office
signage, through to badges and labels.”

Brunel Engraving combined its retail outlet
and workshop in modern 5,000 square
foot premises at Clevedon in 2010. The
relocation brought the company’s offices,
workshop and design facility together,
improving efficiency and accommodating
its expansion plans; 18 full-time staff are
currently employed at the site.

Demand for complex signs

The company’s work is in evidence
throughout the country from signs and
plaques in offices, hospitals and schools,
to inscriptions on trophies and awards.

Brunel’s suggestion to feature continuous strips around the plinth enabled twice as many
names to be included as was originally intended
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“We aim to support and
work in partnership with
our trade customers,
providing them with
a convenient, reliable,
hassle-free service at a
realistic price and enabling
them to offer a full service
to their own clients”

“There will always be a place for traditional
engraving but the market is moving toward
more complicated signs and name plates
with an increased use of colour and
therefore a need for print and etched
plaques,” concludes Martyn.

“Our investment in advanced technology
gives us the capability to offer all of these
products to our trade clients. We aim to
support and work in partnership with our
trade customers, providing them with a
convenient, reliable, hassle-free service at
a realistic price and enabling them, in turn,
to offer a full service to their own clients.”

Hallmark of quality

Brunel Engraving has completed over 300
engravings on the plinth of John Atyeo’s
statue at Bristol City’s Ashton Gate
ground. The life-size bronze statue, which
cost £70,000, celebrates the most prolific
striker in Bristol City’s history and was
funded by Bristol City Supporters’ Club
and Trust. As part of the fundraising
scheme, donors had the opportunity to buy
a name plaque on the plinth. Brunel
Engraving was approached by the Trust to
advise on how best to display the
inscriptions on the round plinth of the
statue, the appropriate material to use and
the design and size of the inscriptions,
which the company would engrave for
maximum longevity.

“We approached Brunel Engraving to
undertake the engraving work as we were
particularly impressed by the inscriptions
the company had completed at the base of
the Isis sculpture in London’s Hyde Park”,
explains John Darch, a member of the
board of the Bristol City Supporters Club &
Trust.

“Our original idea was to feature several
individual engraved plates but Brunel’s
suggestion to feature continuous
strips around the plinth enabled us to
include twice as many names as we
had originally intended. We liked the
stainless steel material which the

company recommended and were very
pleased with the finished quality of the
inscriptions.”

Martyn Wright explains what made this job
special: “We were delighted to have been
involved in this high profile
commemorative work for Bristol City
Supporters’ Club & Trust. The continuous
deeply engraved scripts flow well around
the plinth of the statue and the depth of
each engraving and quality of the material
used will preserve the integrity and
endurance of this fine statue”.

www.brunelengraving.co.uk

The life-size bronze statue celebrates the
most prolific striker in Bristol City’s history.

Like having your own etching department
Trade Etching Direct was founded in
2012 in Corby, Northamptonshire by
managing director Anthony Dullaghan.
Drawing on his experience in the
etching industry, Anthony has devised
etching techniques for customers
around the world, working in Europe
and the USA with leading etching
companies.

“The company has grown quickly and,
having outgrown the original premises, we
recently moved into a 3300sq ft unit with
an expanded workforce of six people,”
says Anthony.

Trade Etching Direct has increased
production output four-fold with the
introduction of three fully automatic
etching lines supplied by Masteretch
services. Anthony explains why his
customers are so important to the
company’s success: ‘’We attribute our
growth to our dedication to our customers’
needs and believe that constant innovation
in etching techniques will keep us at the
forefront of our industry’’.

“We can offer a production
time of just 30 minutes,
depending on sign criteria
and delivery/collection”
Meeting deadlines

Meeting deadlines is one of the key
requirements for business success in the
sign making industry but one that presents
numerous challenges.

Guitar scratch plate: 1mm thick
nickel chemically milled with design
etched and paint filled

“We strive to meet almost any deadlines
set,” says Anthony. “We can offer a
production time of as little as just 30
minutes (depending on sign criteria and
delivery/collection). In the past we have
manufactured and delivered signs to
central London to be installed on the same
day.

Photo etching can produce highly
complex parts with very fine detail
accurately and economically
“The company currently offers etched
signage up to 4m x 2m but sometimes this
size can be quite complex to produce
which of course, translates to a higher cost
for the end user. As of February 2018,
installation of a new custom built
Masteretch machine will allow us to
produce some of the biggest etched signs
in the country at very competitive prices; it
will also allow the process to be
automated – again, speeding up
turnaround”.
.....Continued on page 32
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Chemical milling process
Trade Etching Direct utilises
photochemical milling or photo
etching which is a chemical milling
process used to fabricate sheet

metal components using a
photoresist and etchants to
corrosively machine away selected
areas. This process emerged in the
1960s as an offshoot of the printed
circuit board industry. Photo etching
can produce highly complex parts
with very fine detail – both accurately
and economically.

“Etching is the process of using acid
to dissolve the unprotected parts of a
metal surface to create a design in
the metal; we can etch complex
logos, photographs, designs and
patterns to the highest standard for
all of our customers”, concludes
Anthony.
www.tradeetching.com
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A custom built Masteretch machine will allow Trade
Etching Direct to produce some of the biggest etched
signs in the country at competitive prices

PROFILE

Kings plastics have been making signs since 1947. Mark Underhill,
who is the grandson of one of the founders, runs it today.
Martin Hinchliffe spoke to Will
Stapleton, LED Sales Consultant for
Kings Plastics, about their work and
products over the past 70 years.
MH: What forms the
core of your work?

WS: The core of our work is supplying
signage to the sign trade as well as
directly to businesses both locally and
nationally. We supply a wide range of
signage including flat cut and built up
letters, sign trays, lightboxes, sign frames,
illuminated signage as well as our
specialist product edgelit signs.

MH: How do you produce your
acrylic letters?

WS: We’ve been producing acrylic letters
in house for a number of years and we
find that our handmade built up acrylic
letters are still incredibly popular with
the sign trade especially when they’re
illuminated. As trends in the industry are
constantly changing, we’re always trying
to find ways of creating something
different for our customers which is
why we’ve introduced our new slimline
Halo Illuminated Opal Acrylic Letters.
These are made from either 15mm or
20mm opal acrylic which is routed to
shape and fitted with Kings LEDs. Finally,
the letters are faced with vinyl and fitted on
locators creating a bright and consistent
halo illumination. These are suitable for
internal and external use and provide
another alternative to built up acrylic
letters.

David, our specialist in acrylic built-up letters, getting the returns just the
right shape for the white acrylic face to be added – all done by hand
MH: What else do you produce?

WS: One of our best-selling products is
our Edgelit Signs, a product we’ve been
producing for a number of years. We have
put a lot of time and effort into carefully
selecting the materials we use to make
them to ensure they are the best they can
be. We supply three variations of our own
Edgelit extrusions fitted with our Kings
LEDs to illuminate the engraved acrylic
panels. Our edgelits provided a simple yet
effective alternative for internal illuminated
signage where a lightbox, for example,
would be too bulky and a lot of work goes
into making them stand out.

MH: What about sheet materials?

WS: Kings also operates as a sheet
supplier to many other companies in the
signage industry as well as maintenance
and building companies. We offer a cut to
size service with a whole fabrication
department dedicated to providing edge
polishing, heat bending and gluing
services to create all manner of fabricated
items including display cases, POS units
and more.

MH: What equipment do you use?

WS: We use a wide variety of equipment
here at Kings, but our key pieces of
equipment have to be our two CNC
routers and our laser cutter/engraver.
These machines allow us to create all our
signage such as our built up letters and
Edgelit signs.

MH: What about the LEDs you supply?

A demonstration board showing a selection of LED modules and LED ribbons
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WS: Kings LED is our range of LED
products that we sell and use in our own
work. A full list of our range of LEDs and
Edgelit products is available on our online
shop www.kingsofledsandthings.co.uk. As
an LED supplier it’s important to keep up
with all the latest LED products which is
why last year we introduced our Kings
LED Flexi-Ribbon. This is a specially
shaped LED ribbon designed to be able to
bend around corners and follow shapes
making it a crucial component in most of
our illuminated signage, as well as our
new Halo Illuminated Opal Acrylic Letters.

This new product features our Kings LED
Flexi-ribbon which thanks to its design can
create a constant halo of light around the
whole perimeter of any letter or shape.
This provides a more cost effective and
time saving solution to building up smaller
more fiddly fonts and shapes. In the New
Year we will be launching more new LED
products such as fairground LED bulbs in

a variety of colours for use in Marques
Letters and Lightbox surrounds as well as
our own LED Flexi-Neon. A more cost
effective and durable alternative to
traditional neon, Kings LED Flexi-Neon will
be available in a number of colours and
suitable for both internal and external
applications. With retro very much coming
back into trend we felt that LED Neon and

Fairground LED Bulbs would be ideal
products to supply to our customers in the
new year so they too can keep up with the
current signage trends.
www.kingsplastics.co.uk
www.kingsofledsandthings.co.uk

Edgelit sign – Low profile, simple and very effective
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Button fix success on Corian® stand
CDUK, the UK and Ireland distributor of
Corian®, used the speed and flexible
nature of Button-fix Type 1 Bonded
fastenings to assemble its exhibition stand
at the Surface Design Show 2017. With
the fixes attached at the time of
fabrication, the 8m2 stand could be quickly
erected on-site without using any
measurement tools. Corian® is the original
solid surface that you can thermoform,
engrave, or backlight.

When exhibiting at industry events, like
most companies, CDUK has limited time to
assemble its stand. With several Corian®
based demonstration units and the entire
MDF stand clad with Corian® for the show,
CDUK sought an alternative fixing solution
that would be quicker than using traditional
methods.

Mark Horsman, Workshop Manager at
CDUK said: “When the Button-fix Type 1
Bonded was launched, we trialled the
fastener in our training room using its
removable functionality to create a wall of
panels showcasing the year’s colour
trends in Corian®.

“We were very impressed as the Button-fix
fastening allows us to easily update the
wall as new trends come through. When
we were considering how we could
improve the exhibition experience for our
set up team, Button-fix instantly came to
mind.”

The Button-fix Type 1 Bonded presents an
invisible and durable solution, ideal for
where screw fixing to a panel is not
possible or would impede the project’s
overall finish.

Pictured is the Corian® stand at the
Surface Design Show, which was
erected using Button-fix fastenings
Consisting of a flat faced fix and a
counterpart button, the fix is securely
attached to the panel whilst the button is
attached to the adjoining structure.

It is rebated into the panel using a multi-jig
to provide a flush finish or simply surface
mounted to the panel to ensure a narrow
gap. The fix is attached to the panel using
an adhesive or for lightweight panels, a fix
pad. Completed offsite prior to arriving at
the exhibition, CDUK found the pre-build
element of Button-fix fasteners a useful
time saver when assembling the stand.

Mark said: “As the fixes were pre-installed,
when we arrived to set up the stand we
only needed to use the red Button marker
to mark the Button’s correct location and
then screw them on. There was no need to
use pencils and rulers, which saved
valuable time and meant three of us could
quickly and easily assemble the stand.”

Using more than 100 Type 1 Bonded
fasteners to complete the 8m2 stand, the
unique fixing solution saved a significant
amount of time, which would have
traditionally been spent marking out
locations for screws or split batons.

When installed the two components are
brought together, producing an audible
‘click’ to notify the installer that the
fastening is secure.

Julie Freedman, Head of Sales and
Marketing at Button-fix, said: “Exhibition
stands are a great application for
demonstrating Button-fix fasteners’ speed
and versatility. Easily installed with a
reduced number of tools, Button-fix
fasteners allow for a quick assembly.

“Most importantly, for CDUK and all
companies who exhibit at shows regularly,
the Button-fix range ensures a quick and
simple disassembly with no resulting
damage – allowing both the stand and
fasteners to be used again.”

Having used the innovative fastening
product first-hand, CDUK has recently
become a stockist of the Button-fix range.
Gary Baker, Managing Director of CDUK
said: “At CDUK we’re always on the
lookout for innovative solutions that help
make the working lives of our fabricator
customers easier. Button-fix™ is a highquality solution that fixes Corian® panels
simply and securely. We’re delighted to be
able to bring this solution to the solid
surface industry.”

button-fix.com/ or follow @ButtonfixUK on
Twitter.
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Icon Graphics installs UK's
first Durst Rho P10 250HS Plus
Icon Graphics Limited has completed
installation of the UK’s first Rho P10
250HS PLUS 6C + W inkjet printer from
Durst, the manufacturer of advanced
digital production technologies.

The Buckinghamshire-based large format
digital print, sign and direct-to-media
specialist works with the UK’s largest
design agencies and many high profile
blue chip companies.

Neville Tosar, Director, expects to achieve
a return on investment over the next
couple of years. He said: “We wanted a
solution that would elevate our production
quality. We did not want something that
just did more of the same. We wanted to
future-proof the business and for us the
Durst Rho P10 250HS PLUS was the best
option.”

The decision making process took a few
months: “We did our due diligence. We
began looking around at the end of last
year,” he said. “We went to see Durst’s
Lienz manufacturing facility in Austria. It
really is an impressive site. We saw the

systems being built from their component
parts. We liked the build quality and the
production results. We made a few
customers visits as well.”

“The Durst Rho P10 250HS PLUS is a fast
machine that is also easy to set up and
includes ink saving capabilities that reduce
costs. Job turnaround is much faster as a
result of the LED Pin curing and there is
greater substrate flexibility. The different
production modes enable greater
productions capabilities.

“It improves our offering and will more than
double production capacity. It shows we
are investing in our customers and that we
are safeguarding the quality of our
production well into the future.”

Peter Bray, Managing Director of Durst UK
and Ireland, said: “With ever more
attention being placed on high quality
graphics on all kinds of substrates and
papers, Icon Graphics has taken a
‘quantum leap’ forward with this
investment. The news is bound to create
further interest in our market-leading P10

The compact
and robust print
machines for industrial
production are
designed for non-stop
printing with minimum
downtime, so they
provide the highest
production efficiency
and reliability
systems that have become a byword for
productivity and efficiency. The Durst P10s
are commented upon so favourably by our
customers and their own customers both
here in the UK and further afield.”

The Durst Rho P10 250HS PLUS
combines speed and quality to print on the
widest range of rigid and roll media.
Equipped with the latest Durst Quadro
Array 10 print head technology, these
systems achieve a print quality of 1000dpi
without loss of speed. This also applies to
the use of light colours. The compact and
robust print machines for industrial
production are designed for non-stop
printing with minimum downtime, so they
provide the highest production efficiency
and reliability.

It delivers consistent quality on a variety of
advertising and promotional materials,
such as indoor- and outdoor signage and
POS/POP materials to small and mediumsized packaging and backlit applications
for luxury goods.
The Durst Rho P10 250HS Plus inkjet printer

www.durst-group.com.
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Fine Cut forges ahead with
UK’s first Impala LED installation
Speciality printer Fine Cut is the first UK
print service provider to invest in the new
swissQprint Impala LED printer, supplied
and installed by Spandex, the exclusive
UK distributor for swissQprint.

The new 2.5 × 2 metre printer, configured
for six colours (CMYK, LC, LM) plus white,
primer and varnish, is already in operation
at the company’s production site in
Lancing, West Sussex. It is used to
produce a broad range of precision
industrial applications for clients in the
medical, automotive, marine and
agricultural sectors, as well as more
conventional signage and graphics work.

The Impala LED has replaced Fine Cut’s
original swissQprint Impala UV printer,
which had been in service since early
2012 when the company started large
format digital print production. The
opportunity to transition to LED curing was
the primary driver for Fine Cut’s decision
this year to upgrade to the next generation
printer.

Digital print manager Simon Tourle said:
“While the original Impala exceeded all our
expectations of digital output quality, UV
curing still presented limitations for high
precision work on more challenging
substrates, due to the media distortion
caused by the high temperature curing
process.”

Installed by Spandex UK in October 2017,
Simon said the new printer “hit the ground
running”. The Fine Cut team quickly got to
grips with the new model, which is now
running non-stop for eight to nine hours a
day, with split shifts when necessary to
cope with volume peaks.

The commercial impact of the latest
investment has been felt immediately. “The
new Impala LED has delivered a
noticeable step up in speed, thanks to
acceleration of the printing process itself
and the LED curing, which removes the
need for warm-up and cool-down cycles
between jobs”, says Simon. “Our flatbed
productivity has more than doubled.”
The premium output quality from the
swissQprint Impala has been the decisive
factor in Fine Cut’s transition from its
heritage in screen printing to digital.
According to Simon, the team kept an eye
on developments from the early days of
digital wide format technology. But until the
launch of the first generation Impala in
2010, they had not seen a digital flatbed
solution that met their exacting standards
for colour accuracy and consistency. They
were stunned by the quality of printed

samples from the Impala. An impression
that was reinforced by a visit to the
swissQprint manufacturing plant in
Switzerland where they were shown the
wide range of print possibilities that could
be achieved with the press.

Fine Cut found that the swissQprint Impala
could actually surpass the quality
achievable with the screen process,
enabling them to achieve photographic
quality prints on virtually any substrate
including many that were historically
screen printed. “Our clients absolutely
appreciate the exceptional quality we can
deliver with this digital press” says Simon.

Alongside its digital production solutions,
Fine Cut maintains a strong screen line-up
for printing true metallic and conductive
inks. With a diverse base of prestige
customers, Fine Cut values the versatility
to print on an array of materials and
handle a range of bespoke requirements.
The original Impala printer enabled new,
custom applications that would have been
uneconomical or impossible with screen;
now the Impala with LED curing opens up
many more potential new avenues.

“As a business, we’ve always invested to
stay at the forefront of the industrial print
sector with a clear focus on high quality
results realised by our technology
choices,” says Simon. “We’re driven by the
wish to be able to respond to any client
brief, however challenging. We like to say
that we can print anything on anything and
with the Impala, we certainly can.”
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Allen Signs invests in
cutting-edge technology
Signage, vehicle livery and print business
Allen Signs has invested £90,000 in a new
machine as part of an ambitious strategy
for growth.

The Protek Unico TT digital cutter and
router is the latest addition to the firm’s
print and production facility based at its
premises in North Hykeham near Lincoln.

Manufactured in Italy, it is unique because
it is a print-finishing digital cutter and
production router in one. It is capable of
powering its way through a range of rigid
materials such as cardboard, plywood and
even metal, as well as engraving into
plastics and metals.

At the start of the year, the family-run
business spent £100,000 on a new EFI
H1625 LED flatbed printer, which can print
on almost any material. This latest
investment is the second stage of a threepart plan.

Managing Director David Allen said:
“When we decided to take the plunge and

install the new printer we always knew it
would only form part of the story, and that
the investment would only really pay off if
we added a more up-to-date digital cutter.

“The Protek Unico TT has really impressed
me as it can cut extremely clean edges on
nearly every material we’ve thrown at it,
even giving an almost flame polished edge
to acrylics. It also has two knife bays and a
camera meaning anything we print can be
seamlessly contour cut or creased if
necessary.

“As a business, we are committed to
investing in new technology as well as the
training and development of our staff, so
we can continue to improve the range and
quality of our products and services.

“Our investment has already paid off as
we’re now entering new markets and doing
more exhibition and branding work which
we hope to continue to build on. When
clients approach us, we can now specify a
wider range of materials and create more
innovative and eye-catching designs.

One of the results from their latest
investment in equipment
“Previously there were certain jobs which
we couldn’t compete on price-wise but
now we’re able to be much more costeffective.”
As well as investing in new equipment,
Allen Signs has also taken on more staff
with the latest recruit being Michael Gray,
to the install team.

The Protek Unico TT in action at Allen Signs
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Wrap Cube is first UK company
to use 3M’s reflective wrapping film
Spandex has made the first UK delivery of
the new 3M 780mC reflective wrap film to
vehicle wrap company, Wrap Cube. They
have been 3M’s sole approved wrapping
company in London since 2008, offers
premium wraps for luxury vehicles and
high end fleets.

On the strength of Spandex and Wrap
Cube’s 10-year relationship, Spandex
previewed the 780mC wrap film with the
team ahead of the product’s official UK
launch. Mark Whiffen, Installation Manager
at Wrap Cube said: “After initially testing
the 780mC wrap film at SEMA in Las
Vegas in 2016, we’ve been anticipating its
availability in the UK. It is the first reflective
film of its kind, so we were eager to work
with it. Previously reflective films have only
been suitable for flat surfaces. In contrast,
the new 3M 780mC allows us to wrap and
apply a reflective film to the vehicle,
transforming the complete appearance of
the vehicle at night.”

He said: “The reflective wrap film is perfect
for fleet vehicles as it is a plain white film,
allowing companies to customise the
appearance. We can print any colour,
design or image onto the film. During the
day it looks like a normal premium vehicle
wrap, but at night it lights up because of its
reflective properties.”

Within a week of testing 3M 780mC, Wrap
Cube invited two of its commercial
transport customers, NJB Recycling and
PRS Distribution, to see the film in action
and received confirmed orders the same
day. Mark said: “For these customers,
reflective wrap on the lorry cab is a sound
investment as it allows them to be seen
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clearly day and night, when previously
only aspects of the cabs would have been
seen at night.”

Wrap Cube has already wrapped four
contracted lorries for NJB Recycling and
is in the process of wrapping two for
PRS Distribution, with a waiting list of
additional customers keen to use the
reflective film.

3M 780mC is a white wrappable retroreflective vinyl designed for vehicles,
trucks and trailers. The vinyl is
manufactured with microComply™
adhesive that ensures efficient bubble-free
installation and easier removal and has an
expected performance graphic life cycle of
nine years.
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Mark said: “From what we’ve seen so far
and from the early demand we have from
current commercial fleet customers to
move to the reflective wrap, it looks as
though this new vinyl will be a very popular
addition to the portfolio.”

Leon Watson, Spandex UK General
Manager said: “As a supplier, we aim to
add value to our customers by
understanding their business and
highlighting innovations that we believe
can help them gain competitor advantage
in the marketplace. There is continuous
innovation in the wrap sector and we are
delighted to see customers using this to
develop their businesses.”

www.spandex.com / www.wrapcube.co.uk
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FRA selects Zeta LED technology
to light the way at Westgate Oxford
Wayfinding consultants FRA, selected
Zeta Specialist Lighting’s UK designed and
manufactured Light Guide Panel to deliver
“optimum” illumination for new wayfinding
signage at the £440 million Westgate
Oxford retail and leisure destination.

The Westgate Oxford development is
anchored by a John Lewis flagship store
and has over 100 retail units and a garden
roof terrace with restaurants and cafes. As
specialists in their field, FRA designed a
wayfinding scheme designed to capture
visitors at all entry points to the 800,000
sq. ft. open shopping centre, which
comprises a series of streets, spaces and
squares.

By analysing and mapping journeys, FRA
plotted the optimum location for each of
the 11 800mm x 3000mm full-size totems
and five smaller totems measuring 500mm
x 2400mm, which guide shoppers through
horizontal and vertical routes. It includes
centre directories and finger points at key
decision nodes. To ensure the signage
quality was consistent and seamless
throughout the development, FRA worked
closely with specialist signage companies,
IS Group and Ascot Signs.

Each LGP is made from
the highest quality acrylic
and features a unique grid
pattern specifically designed
to deliver shadow free
illumination and uniform light
distribution, ensuring
optimum performance
For FRA, key criteria included ensuring the
signage was effective and user-focussed,
the information contained succinct and
consistent, and that the overall design
reflected the brand ethos. The ability to
illuminate the totems to enable visitors to
read information at all times was an
important factor. They turned to LED and
solar lighting specialist Zeta for a costeffective, energy-efficient solution.
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Wayfinding totem at Westgate Shopping Centre, lit by Zeta’s Light Guide Panel

Zeta’s Light Guide Panel (LGP) is a
flexible, space saving and easy to install
solution to deliver optimum illumination
across a variety of signage applications.
Each LGP is made from the highest quality
acrylic and features a unique grid pattern
specifically designed to deliver shadow
free illumination and uniform light
distribution, ensuring optimum
performance.
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The Zeta Light Guide Panel features an
ultra-slim profile starting from just 6mm, is
available in bespoke sizes and comes with
single or double-sided options.

www.zetaled.co.uk

A family business at home with Roland DG
Nutmeg Studio was initially founded as
Nutmeg Wallart in 1999, when Adele
MacKinnon and her husband invested
some of their savings and wedding gift
money to buy a Roland CAMM-1 GR-640
vinyl cutter and an Apple Mac computer, to
offer printed graphics to local businesses.

Adele MacKinnon said: “After leaving
college I initially worked for a couple of
signage companies, finally settling at
Technical Signs in Watford where I met my
husband. I left work to have my first child
and began to work freelance, with my
husband cold-calling high street
businesses every Friday to source me
work!”

Adele and her family then moved to
Bedfordshire and – with the arrival of their
second child – the Roland DG machine
became virtually redundant as she
focused on raising her young family. The
Roland DG cutter was put in the loft for a
number of years and Adele contemplated
selling it.

In September 2010, as the pressures of
raising a young family eased, Nutmeg
Studio was resurrected. Adele said: “We
dug the cutter out of the loft after many

years in retirement and it still worked
perfectly! I used the Roland DG CAMM-1
product for vinyl graphics to decorate my
daughter’s bedroom with personalised wall
stickers. Friends and family saw these and
encouraged me to sell them online, which I
did initially via eBay.”

A friend of Adele's let her know about
notonthhighstreet.com, a retailer of quirky,
cool and top-quality products made by
independent craftspeople. She said: “I
subsequently sent in three examples of my
work, and to my surprise was accepted as
one of their suppliers. I began expanding
my range of wall stickers and other
companies began to stock them – from
small independent retailers to the likes of
QVC.”

For the past three years, Adele and her
small team have been based in a studio in
Milton Keynes designing and
manufacturing an extensive range of wall
art stickers for a wide variety of
businesses, including a brand stocked by
John Lewis.

Sales have increased at a rate of 50 per
cent year on year and have enabled Adele
to invest in new equipment. Nutmeg

Studio bought the Roland VersaCAMM
SP-300i eco-solvent inkjet printer/cutter in
March 2015, alongside a Hotronix Auto
Open Clam heat press, which led to the
expansion of the product line with the
addition of full-colour wall stickers and
graphics, and printed apparel.

The company now offers a broad range of
printed and personalised products to
businesses and end-users alike – one of
the most popular products being iPhone
charger. When the stickers where
marketed online, the response was
amazing, and the iPhone charger stickers
became Nutmeg’s best-selling product to
date.

Adele said: “Buying the VersaCAMM was
a life saver when it came to the iPhone
stickers as initially we were cutting the
names out of vinyl and weeding them.
With the addition of the VersaCAMM SP300i, we were able to print and cut them
seamlessly, reducing production time
considerably.”

On working with Roland DG technology,
Adele says: “Having worked with Roland
DG machines for many years, they are
reliable machines that deliver quality
results. The technology is simple to use,
and we are always confident in the quality
of the end result.”

Using Roland technology to create
wall stickers and other products

Having recently attended the Roland DG
Academy Intermediate Digital Print course
at the company’s Clevedon headquarters,
Adele has been further inspired. She said:
“I am now working on a range of off-theshelf retail window graphics and will be
investing in new Roland DG technology as
I continue to expand Nutmeg Studio’s
product offerings.”

nutmegwallartstickers.co.uk
www.rolanddg.co.uk
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Sculptural signs create 3D impact

Cast signage can take many forms but sculpting traditional coats of arms, insignia, emblems and nameplates are
still very much in demand in this digital age. We asked some of the leading players about their approach to a
process that involves a lot of hand crafting and finishing.

Founded in 1983 in Keynsham, near
Bristol, Bryan Rawlings Design has
built up a reputation as a leading
sculptor of three-dimensional insignia
and emblems.

“In my area of sculptural signage I
specialise in the complex and subtle
shapes and wide range of sizes that suit
modelling or carving by hand,” explains
Bryan. “Having interpreted the customer's
artwork - perhaps a logo, trademark or
coat of arms - in sculptural form, the next
job is to produce it in a durable, usable
form, often intricately hand-coloured and
reproduced in various quantities. Often the
most cost-effective method is to mould in
glass reinforced plastic (GRP) but
fortunately I have the option of casting
processes that offer other possibilities and
benefits.”

So what does the metal casting process
involve in order to produce such complex
pieces?

“We usually work with aluminium alloy
using the sand-casting process,” explains
Rawlings. “In this case, my job is to turn
my original sculptural emblem (sometimes
modelled in clay, carved from foam or any
process creating the exact shape that I
want to achieve) into a good quality
casting pattern. While modelling I check
there are no undercuts and that all returns

have adequate angle of draught to come
cleanly out of a one-piece mould. Then I
make a GRP negative mould; from this
moulding a GRP positive, at both stages
checking for minor undercuts or
irregularities correcting them by filling and
filing. I then work on the 'hard' GRP
pattern, building up the back to a smooth
surface with as regular a thickness as
possible.

“In some places I create bosses suitable to
drill and tap for attachment of fixings. I
sand the edge flat, checking on a good
board that it is perfectly true and finally
coat the pattern front and back with
foundry paint which is made specially for
painting sand casting patterns; it produces
a good, smooth surface which releases
very cleanly from the sand mold.

Foundry casting

The actual casting work is put out to an
“excellent small, specialist foundry”, which
means Bryan can discuss his
requirements with a “true craftsman” who
will carry out all the processes himself and
advise on matters like the best thickness
for the hollow backed pattern to give the
best flow of metal for a flawless surface.

“You can make a casting of sorts by just
sticking a pattern on a flat board but that
inevitably produces a much cruder,
heavier flat-backed casting and after all
the hours spent getting the sculptural work
just right it seems a shame to 'spoil the
ship for a ha'porth of tar',” says Bryan.

Artwork supplied by UAE – which proved
quite a challenge to interpret in 3-D
These cast alloy versions are particularly
good for gates, railings and locations that
often require good vandal resistance. They
are also popular with customers who are
willing to pay a bit extra for a substantial
traditional material and craft process, such
as a project Bryan recently completed
which involved making five cast emblems
of the United Arab Emirates for their
London Embassy.

“My client is so pleased with the result that
they have asked me to quote for batches
of 12 or 24 for their other embassies,” says
Bryan.

“You can make a casting of sorts by just
sticking a pattern on a flat board but that inevitably
produces a much cruder, heavier flat-backed casting
and after all the hours spent getting the sculptural
work just right it seems a shame to 'spoil the
One of the raw aluminium alloy castings
used for the UAE project
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ship for a ha'porth of tar' ”

Resin casting

Polyurethane resin casting provides the
opportunity to make 'undercut' patterns.
The key difference is making a flexible
silicone rubber mold from the original
pattern. The liquid rubber is brushed
carefully onto the surface of the pattern to
ensure that it gets into every detail without
trapping air pockets and then, depending
on size, either poured or built up in layers
to make a thick skin, supported with a
GRP shell.

“Flexibility of the mold means that I can
make a much more deeply sculptural 'inthe-round' design,” explains Bryan.
“Polyurethane resin has low viscosity
when poured, picking up every detail and
is extremely tough when cured, giving me
the freedom to model fine, intricate details
and scrollwork without the risk of bits
snapping off. “

Once the mold has been made, quantities
can be molded much more quickly and
cheaply than GRP, so the process is ideal
for branding chains of pubs or restaurants,
for example. Many special finishes such as
cold-cast metal work very well with rubber
mold casting as well as with GRP and all
three processes are good for detailed
hand-painted finishes.

Master pattern

To get the very best quality of shaping and
detail, Bryan adds a further stage to the
process, turning the first casting into a
'master' pattern.

“I sand, file and fill this hard resin pattern
to a very high quality of finish and use it to
make another rubber 'production' mold. I
use the master to make further molds to

produce larger quantities if necessary.
Unlike metal casting, all the processes for
silicone rubber/polyurethane resin
production are 'in house'.”

GRP is important because it is a low cost,
versatile, durable, weather-proof material
that you can make into almost any shape
and any size but the combination of the
three options mean that Bryan and his
team can produce sculptural signage
suitable for virtually any application.

www.bryanrawlings.com

UAE emblem: Pattern in progress

Explaining undercuts, returns and draught - with a tomato!

If you squash a tomato hard onto a board
so that only half of it stays intact, you
could make a hard mold from it by
pouring plaster over it. When the plaster
has hardened you could press soft clay
into the shape left by the tomato and pull
it out and the clay would be in the shape
of a squashed tomato (because there are
no undercuts).

If you take a tomato and carefully glue it
onto a board so that it stays intact, you
could still make the plaster mold and
press clay into it but you couldn't pull the
clay impression out of the small hole
without destroying it (because there are
undercuts). If you take the tomato you
have carefully glued onto the board and
pour catalysed liquid silicone rubber
over it, the rubber will cure to make a
flexible mold and you could then pour
plaster into it.

When it has set hard, you could peel the
flexible mould off and the plaster would be
in the shape of a tomato stuck to a board.
Unlike the model of the squashed tomato,
you could put your fingers around the
model of the glued-on tomato almost back
to where it touches the board. Where your
fingertips disappear around the back of
the tomato model, they are going into the
undercuts, which would stop the shape
from coming out of a rigid mold.

If you want to make that whole tomato
shape come out of a rigid mold you could
fill in the undercuts with clay, for example,
so that there are straight sides (returns)
going back from the widest part of the
tomato to the board. Then the modified
tomato shape could be molded using a
rigid mold... in theory, if everything is
perfect!

In practice I would make things easier by
angling the returns out slightly (the
draught). In an exaggerated form you can
see it in jelly molds; if the sides were
straight instead of sloping outward it
would be very difficult to get the jelly out
without breaking it.

The UAE was so pleased with the five cast emblems for their London Embassy that
they have requested quotes for more.
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Traditional skills meet modern materials
Designer, manufacturer and supplier of
signs and decorative panels for over 35
years, Signs of the Times has built up a
large portfolio of clients in all fields.
From an original range of cast
polyurethane signs, the company
expanded into cast bronze, aluminium
and glass reinforced plastic (GRP) as
well as engraved brass, bronze, slate,
granite and perspex, cast and cut-out
letters to any size.

“We like to think that we pioneered
professional sign casting in polyurethane
in this country, says managing director
Lyndie Lothian. “Polyurethane is used for
many different applications but in the

“There are computer
aided methods that can
be considerably quicker
if there is a huge amount
of text but we can get a
much crisper and more
pleasing sign if we take
the time to set the
letters individually”

Painting heraldic signs requires and understanding
of heraldry to ensure historical accuracy.
automotive industry it is still often
employed to make patterns for engines
and other car parts. Signs of the Times
experimented with it and found that this
almost inert material was excellent for
casting into different molds and strong
enough to fix to freestanding posts.

“Small signs and very large signs (3m
long) were possible and we found that the
paint solvents etched into the material
make for excellent adhesion. In the early
days, all the signs we made were cast in

sand just as the aluminium and bronze
signs are today. After casting, the material
was cured and then sandblasted to
remove any sand sticking to the surface.
Polyurethane is also excellent glue!

“Today there are many different molding
materials we can use depending upon the
amount of detail we want to achieve and
the number of signs we want to make out
of each mold. The two-part polyurethane
is mixed by machine, poured into the mold
and left to cure.”

Hand-finishing

Some of the work carried out by the
company requires painstaking manual
effort and attention to detail.

“Pattern making is still something we do
mostly by hand,” explains Lyndie. “We use
engraving and routing machines for the
finer detail but still prefer to set our letters
by hand. It is not the only way to do this;
there are computer aided methods that
can be considerably quicker if there is a
huge amount of text but we find that we
can get a much crisper and more pleasing
sign if we take the time to set ('pasting up')
the letters individually. Animals, birds,
trees and flowers are sculpted in various
materials by our artists while inanimate
churches or trains, for example, are
modeled by our pattern maker using fret
saws and chisels to make authentic
reproductions of the customer’s requests.”
A sand-cast sign that has cured and been taken out of the sand box: the surface sand is
being removed before the whole sign is sand blasted clean.
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Of course, once modeled, there is still
much work to be done to complete the job
and painting the various types of signs
calls for a number of different skills.

Foundry metal casting
In a foundry, metals are cast
in shapes by melting them at
very high temperatures into
liquid. This is then poured into
molds and left to solidify as it
cools. The mold material
(casting) is then removed
from the work piece.

For a village centre sign it can take several
days to paint the detail that is required
while heraldic work requires an
understanding of heraldry (coats of arms,
insignia, etc). Knowing the styles and
colours that make them historically
accurate demands extensive research. In
addition, the letters are hand painted on
the flat surfaces that requires a steady
hand to get a good cover of paint without
dribbles!

“Our customers come to us because we
specialise in hand finished quality cast
signs with detail in relief,” concludes
Lyndie. “Whether this is a village sign
which reinforces a community's past and
present identity or a simple house sign, we
think there will always be a market for
good quality cast signs.

www.signsofthetimes.co.uk

Signs of the Times can get a much crisper
and more pleasing sign if they take the
time to set the letters individually

Keeping traditional processes alive
Casting signs for businesses, councils
and private clients, Signcast has
updated its pattern-making process
over the years to reduce time and
production costs to ensure they can
offer an affordable range of high quality
specialist signs.
Produced from individual artwork agreed
before pattern-making commences, each

customer creates a personal, unique
design to suit their particular project.
Signcast offers traditional pattern-making
skills for more intricate and detailed work
where required and produces many
exquisite cast signs in solid bronze, brass,
polished aluminium and iron.

“Having many years of experience in the
metal casting (foundry) industry and now

working closely with one of the UK’s
leading architectural foundries in the West
Midlands, our plaques are made to adorn
buildings for many years,” explains director
Kerry Styles.

Historical blue plaques

Over the years Signcast has developed a
way in which to produce solid cast metal
blue plaques that is both more cost
effective and cuts production time. The
historical building plaques are both high

Cast iron artifacts date back to the 5th century
BC and were discovered by archaeologists in China.
They have stood the test of time for both resilience
and practicality. Over the years cast iron has been
used in ancient China for warfare, agriculture
and architecture.
During the 15th century cast iron was utilised
for artillery in France and in England during
the Reformation. The first cast iron bridge was built
during the 1770s by Abraham Derby III
and is known as The Iron Bridge.
Cast bronze plaques have a hand-produced antique patinated
finish and hand polished lettering
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quality and completely bespoke, being
made to the customer’s requirements
regarding size, layout, font style, fixings
and any emblems or specified company
logos.

Historical building plaques are produced
mainly in blue but also in red, green or
even polished aluminum or cast in bronze
where required; bronze plaques are mainly
cast by Signcast to create war memorials
or other commemorative plaques.

Signcast has produced many blue plaques
to commemorate persons of renown
including one placed on the football
ground at West Bromwich Albion and
another celebrating the work of the
Desperate Dan comic author, depicting
hand-painted Korky the Cat and
Desperate Dan characters.

The company was commissioned by the
BBC to produce a series of
commemorative plaques that were handed
out each week in their series Black And
British.

Authentically produced

Each solid cast metal sign is authentically
produced using time-honored skills and
craftsmanship. The production team at
Signcast have always been involved in the
foundry industry having started their
training as apprentices in the 1970s and
then moving on to running a foundry,
manufacturing industrial components
through the 1990s. Their expertise in
casting metal is now being used to create

Signcasts’ expertise in casting metal is now being used to create beautiful works of art in the
form of signs

beautiful works of art in the form of cast
metal signs and keeping close contact with
all stages of production.

“Signcast can assist you with your cast
sign project from the beginning stages
through to the final product,” says Kerry.
“Keeping close contact regarding the

“If the existing metal is fine
below the old paint they
can be finished; if corroded
a little, sometimes we can
still use the existing plaque
as a pattern and re-cast a
new one from it”

production process at all times, there is
always someone on hand to talk to about
the finer details and options available for
your cast signage.”

Refurbished plaques

A further service offered by the company is
the refurbishment of old metal signs. The
plaques are sand blasted to remove old
debris and paint, then cleaned and finally
powder coated and painted.

“If the existing metal is fine below the old
paint they can be finished; if they are
corroded a little sometimes we can still use
the existing plaque as a pattern and recast a new one from it. Brass and bronze
plaques are blasted and then patinated to
‘age’ the background and repolished and
waxed.”

High quality cast signage

Signcast takes great care to produce cast
metal signs that are both practical and
beautiful, says Kerry. Each sign is carefully
manufactured to exacting standards while
still keeping the authenticity of age old
cast metal signs including cast iron street
signs, commemorative plaques and
bespoke house signs.

“Cast iron is sometimes used in place of
cast aluminum, however the benefits of
cast aluminum are more often chosen as
the metal still has the authentic look of
original cast iron signs. Each cast
aluminum or iron sign is coated with a
tough weatherproof powder coating and
then the raised lettering is hand-painted in
house by our talented artists.”

The parting powder is applied to the pattern so that the sand doesn’t stick when the top half
of the mold is produced in sand

Cast bronze plaques have a handproduced antique patinated finish and
hand polished lettering; the signs are
finally waxed by hand to offer some
protection as they patinate further once
they are exposed to the atmosphere.
www.signcast.co.uk
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RIPped for success!

By: SAi

At the beginning of the digital age, the RIP
was the premier tool of printers and repro
houses. Today, output devices take centrestage along with file-sharing, remote
access and cloud storage applications. But
RIPs still matter – a lot –and print quality
depends upon it. In this feature, Radisa
Peric, Flexi Product Manager at SAi,
looks at what wide-format print providers
and signmakers should consider when
choosing a RIP. Clearly, one size doesn’t
fit all…

There are many excellent RIP software
packages from leading suppliers bundled
with printers, and this kind of purchase is a
good way of ensuring compatibility. But if
you’re a wide-format print provider or
signmaker seeking to invest in new RIP
software, it’s worth looking beyond the
headlines and the price tag. One important
thing to remember is that this is a business
decision as well as a technical one. So ask
yourself, what is your business’ USP? Fast
and cheap; top quality in everything; or
somewhere in between? Do you need to
consider the ability to add more printers or
a cutter in the foreseeable future? All of
these factors should influence your buying
decision.

+EnRoute for Flexi
So it is worth doing your homework and
researching the software itself: do you
know who made the RIP bundled with the
printer? Is it branded and supported, or
generic and anonymous? What’s the track
record of the supplier?

software and move on to the next sale.
Learning about the support offered before
investing should be high on your check
list; and if you really love the printer, find
out if it will run RIP software from a
supplier you are familiar with.

Making sure that the right level of back-up
support is in place should be paramount.
Support teams don’t exist just to fix
unexpected problems; though how fast
and how well they do it is extremely
important. They can provide expert
knowledge in configuration, workflow
efficiency, information on industry trends,
application and product advice as well as
business development consultancy. A
good software reseller will want to build a
relationship, not just send you some

To support long term success, it’s also
worth considering your specific business
needs to ensure that the RIP software
package offers the features, versatility and
flexibility that allows your business to grow.
As any golfer will tell you, to play the sport
well, you need more than just a nine iron.
Look for the tools that you need to do the
job effectively. Check also for things that
you may require in the future: how easy is
it to add new devices? Take for example,
our industry-renowned Flexi software - it
offers a comprehensive suite of tools to
deliver wide-format print providers and
signmakers maximum versatility. Are there
applications missing that you may need?
Alternatively, you may not need a lot of
bells and whistles; in which case a more
basic, but robust, RIP will be more costeffective. But double-check its
upgradability and support!

Knowing the origin of your RIP software
will inform your decision. If it’s proprietary
to the wide-format printer supplier, find out
as much as you can about support,
upgradeability, scalability and flexibility. If
this proves difficult, should you trust your
business with it? How will you handle a
colour management problem? Where will
you go for support? If the manufacturer is
10,000 miles away, where do you think the
software supplier is?

SAi MyCloud Mobile App - Apple Watch
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Future-proofing for
long-term business growth

With more and more work done remotely,
it is important for managers to be able to
view progress reports and collaborate in
multiple locations. In this instance, a
cloud-enabled RIP software that offers
safe job storage and collaboration of sign
design might make sense. Further
supporting the need for doing business on
the road, solutions, like our own SAi Cloud
mobile app, provide managers access to
Job Reports and valuable production
trends from virtually anywhere, allowing
them to keep them in control of their
business.

Ultimately you want RIP software that
seamlessly integrates into your business,
so it makes sense to explore the options
that will support most of your equipment.
For example, if you do a lot of banners,
and have more than one printer and
perhaps a cutter, you may need a RIP
software that can combine these functions
and drive all your devices. It will simplify
your operation, streamline workflow and
minimise training.

Taking that a step further, maintaining your
competitive edge is increasingly about
differentiating your application offerings
from the competition. Requests for the

new and novel will only increase.
Demands for specialist materials, colours
and formats will keep the pressure on your
production team. High on the list of
growing trends is sign production using
CNC machining. Some RIP software
packages for signmakers now offer this
capability. For example, the new SAi
+EnRoute for Flexi is one that dramatically
simplifies file clean-up and toolpath
preparation of 2D or 2.5D Flexi design files
for CNC output. Making CNC sign
production (2D, 2.5D or 3D) part of your
offering and promoting it to your customers
is an opportunity well worth exploring
before deciding on a RIP package.

Understanding the ‘sweet spot’ of wideformat RIP software packages will help
you decide on the best one for your
business. It should correspond closely to
the type of work you do in terms of speed,
quality, functionality and output
requirements. If price were no object, what
would you buy? Try to find something as
close to that as possible. Remember, good
enough today just might not be good
enough in six months’ time.

What can typically be a major investment
for some companies, it’s worth

remembering that there are now
alternatives to the ‘traditional’ purchasing
model. Perhaps your individual needs lend
themselves more to payment via monthly
subscription - a cost-effective alternative
that represents a small revenue expense
rather than a large capital cost. Some of
the best options available offer
subscription periods of as little as one
month for maximum flexibility and value.
They provide subscribers with all the latest
features to ensure they are always using
the best and latest software available. This
is a huge benefit, as running software that
is always up to date overcomes the
problem of having to continually upgrade,
which is imperative to ensuring your
business remains competitive. Failure to
do so means that you are potentially giving
your competitors down the street some
serious advantages if they have the latest
features that make their production more
efficient.

As I’ve hopefully conveyed, RIP software
remains an important consideration and
can have a long-term effect on your
operation. Making the right choice will
enable you to get the most from your
hardware, and from your business.

SAi MyCloud Mobile App
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CMYUK gives local
charity a UTACK makeover
The Shrewsbury Food Hub recently
acquired a brand-new depot, enabling the
charity to double the amount of free
surplus food it supplies to local community
groups. Also being used as a training base
to expand the model across Shropshire,
the new hub was perfect in size, but plain
in décor.

Local business CMYUK, independent
suppliers of wide-format printers, cutters
and materials, offered to decorate it for
them with custom-made wallpaper showing
the journey that surplus food takes, and
reflecting the charity’s core values.

Set up in 2016, the Food Hub collects
surplus food from supermarkets and
shares it among 32 community groups.

Fitted by another local firm, Shelley Signs,
everything was rushed through, designed
and installed in time for the launch in early
November.

Robin East, Group Director at CMYUK,
said: “It's been a pleasure helping Katy
and the team at the Food Hub. They now
have a much brighter environment for the
volunteers to work in. I wish them all the
best.”

CMYUK’s own brand, UTACK, was used
to decorate the walls. The thin and woven
self-adhesive polyester fabric is easy to
print and install, and removes without
damage or residue.

Katy Anderson, co-founder of the
Shrewsbury Food Hub said “It’s been so
heartwarming to have CMYUK come
forward and offer so much time and all of
the materials for free. The place has been
completely transformed. It’s the first thing
people mention when they come in and it
gives our volunteers a really cheery
environment to do their sorting in. We
cannot thank them enough.“

www.cmyuk.com.
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HNS signs secretly transform
pub for TV launch event
Sketch Events, PR and events company,
approached HNS Signs to transform
Birmingham pub The Bull’s Head into The
Garrison, the headquarters in BBC’s
Peaky Blinders. They had just five days to
plan, manufacture and install the new
signage discreetly, which needed to be
authentic yet not compromise the original,
existing signage of The Bull’s Head.

Unlike other pub signs, the temporary, yet
safe, secure and authentic sign was 17
metres long. It was devised using a folded
aluminium composite tray that folded
around the building. It was fitted the
morning of the PR event, and HNS Signs
had to sign an NDA to ensure the details
of the PR event remained a secret until the
day itself. The sign was installed in
sections and secured using a hook and
loop system along the top and bottom, to
make sure no damage was done to the
original signage.

From the very first call,
Sam and his team were
cordial, helpful, and
managed to arrange what
we needed in a very
short time frame

The stars of the show at the launch event
HNS Signs were also asked to develop a
projecting sign which was hung from The
Bull’s Head’s existing brackets.

Following the launch event of The Peaky
Blinders, the infamous pub needed to
change back to The Bulls Head, which
required a quick turnaround from the
HNS Team. They made sure the Bull’s
Head signage was clear, visible and free
from damage in the shortest period
possible.

The Bull's Head transformed into The Garrison Pub
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Lisa De Salis, Sketch Events, said: “We
used HNS Signs for a local job in
Birmingham without ever having used
them before. From the very first call, Sam
and his team were cordial, helpful, and
managed to arrange what we needed in a
very short time frame. They ensured that
the temporary signs we needed to be built
to re-brand a pub were installed securely;
without having to fix into or compromise
the pubs existing signs which was a prerequisite of the job.”

Temporary signage for the event

PROJECT News

PressOn wraps the fastest racing car again
PressOn, the large format digital printing
company based in Kent, have worked
again with the team behind the world’s
fastest and most advanced racing car,
BLOODHOUND SSC. This time they
wrapped the tail fin as it hit speeds of
210mph on its first public trial run at
Newquay Airport in Cornwall.

The BLOODHOUND SSC is designed to
not only go faster than the speed of sound
but up to speeds of 1,000mph, covering a
mile in just 3.6 seconds. The tail fin
provides a vital part of the supersonic car,
providing stability that can withstand the
use of both a jet and a rocket to produce
more than 135,00bhp.

Following stress and load testing of the fin
prior to trials, PressOn wrapped the fin in
Avery MPI1104EA cast white vinyl, using
their HP Latex 570. The design featured
the names of 36,110 people who have
sponsored and contributed to the creation
of the BLOODHOUND SSC.

PressOn’s MD, Nigel Webster said:
“Working with the Bloodhound team again
has been an honour for PressOn. To see
the fin; a vital, expensive and fragile part
of the design of the Bloodhound, wrapped
in vinyl that was printed and fitted by our
team has been amazing.”

Following their successful trial run, the
BLOODHOUND team have gathered
enough data and are currently working on
the next stages of development and
planning for the next World Land Speed
Record attempt in South Africa in 2019.
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Mission Motorsport’s poppy
car leads remembrance drive
Mission Motorsport has been transforming
the lives of injured military personnel since
it began in March 2012. Its motto is ‘Race,
Retrain, Recover’. The organisation
provides respite, rehabilitation, vocational
support and training to those affected by
military operations within the framework of
motorsport.

The organisation is run by veterans,
serving officers and motorsport
professionals and has been appointed as
the Combined Services’ official providers
of adaptive motorsport. It seeks wherever
possible to merge the activities of the
disabled and those in need with able
bodied servicemen and women.

Mission Motorsport’s livery department
supports the charity by wrapping and
maintaining the appearance of all fleet
vehicles and race cars. This provides
training and job opportunities to wounded,
injured and sick servicemen and women. It
also does commercial wrapping and livery
projects to employ staff in-house.

The charity has a strong relationship with
Jaguar Land Rover and was given the
opportunity to design and wrap two Jaguar
F-Types to help raise the profile of this
year’s Poppy Appeal. One to tour the UK
en route to Mission Motorsport’s Race of
Remembrance. And one which was affixed
50ft in the air to the outer wall of the
Jaguar Castle Bromwich site, known for its
use during WWII to build Spitfires and
Lancaster Bombers.

Designed, printed and installed by Mission
Motorsport’s livery team, the wrap design
featured large red poppies on a grey
background and contained the words of
John McCrae’s ‘In Flanders Fields’ poem.
Both car wraps were printed by Roland DG
TrueVIS SG-540 printer / cutters on 3M
780Mc polar reflective vinyl wrap material
at the organisation’s purpose-built facility
in Oxfordshire.

The first Poppy Car functioned as the
safety car and became the centrepiece of
the 2017 Race of Remembrance.
Commemorating the sacrifices made by
service personnel and their families, the
twelve-hour endurance race was held on
the weekend of 11 November at the
Anglesey circuit.
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The installation of the second Poppy Car
wrap was a more complex process as the
Jaguar was mounted 50ft in the air and
had to be wrapped in situ. Chris Read,
Livery Manager for Mission Motorsport
said: “We were required to work at height
in a double-storey scaffold behind a
screen, yet still exposed to the elements!”

James Cameron, CEO of Mission
Motorsport, said: “The F-Type mounted on
the wall of the Castle Bromwich plant was
50 feet up and visible from the M6. It
heralded the work of the plant which was
built to make Spitfires in World War II. Our
Livery team did an amazing job with this
commission. They have all been
profoundly affected by their military service
and that depth of feeling is echoed in their
work.

“They led on every aspect of the project,
from concept to delivery. The stunning
poppy design changes in the light, thanks
to the pioneering use of polar reflective
material printed on the Roland DG printer.
It is a world class piece of livery design,
but it is not just an exercise in press
relations; it celebrates the 26 wounded,
injured and sick who have entered second
careers with Jaguar Land Rover through
Mission Motorsport’s placement scheme.”

www.missionmotorsport.org
www.rolanddg.com/en
www.rolanddg.co.uk

New signage for Ted Baker
Ted Baker, the designer retailer, recently
announced double-digit growth and
unveiled two new store designs in Bicester
and Oxford.

The stores, which are hailed as Ted Baker
villages are uniquely designed by an
internal design team who “go the extra
mile” when choosing suppliers and
products to represent the brand. Wanting
something bespoke, procurement team
looked for signage and interiors expert,
and thanks to recent award wins, found
HNS Signs.

After a number of discussions, HNS Signs
were initially tasked with a hand-painted
chalk board style menu board sign, and a
traditional pub sign for Ted Baker's
Bicester village. But they impressed the
team so much, they instantly ordered three
more signs.

To give the wall a touch of
sparkle, we applied silver leaf
to the ‘baby’ and dotted silver
leaf sparingly to the white
swirls to create a glitzy finish
The original plan was to use a vinyl stencil,
and water down signwriters paint for the
chalkboard menus, to give a worn
chalkboard look. But after discovering that
masking tape was taking the wall back to
plaster, they had to use a trace. It took
almost five hours to mark each board with
a further seven to signwrite and finish, as
some of the text was just 2mm high!
Accuracy and attention to detail was a
must and called upon HNS Signs expert
skills and techniques using 15 different
sable brushes and fitches to apply black
paint to get the exact look Ted Baker
wanted.

The pub signs were made using ply for the
board and a pine frame.

The Sock and Lobster sign was sign
painted and designed to look a little worn.
To add a little extra character and luxury
they finished the board with 22 karat gold
leaf. Life’s a Stitch sign was also sign
painted and designed to look antique, so
they stained the face with spray paint and
varnish to complete the vintage look.

Post Office and Blooming marvellous had
raised letters which were CNC cut from
MDF and wet sprayed to colour. The
background detail was sign painted and
the letters were bonded with wood glue.

The lead interior design team commented
they never realised such crafts existed
until they came across HNS Signs. It was
only natural they then asked HNS Signs to
work on their second store in the
programme of works.

The Oxford store needed some luxurious
finishes for their changing rooms, and after
viewing Bicester and work done for
Budweiser, the design team asked HNS
Signs to work on their changing rooms and
the main wall space in the store.

Working with the Ted Baker’s own store fit
out suppliers, their approach was
staggered with two days on site one week
and a long day the following. They explain:

“The main store wall, the focal point of the
store had a texted and rough finish and
needed a different approach. We couldn’t
pounce or paper trace this, so we had to
gut out the letters of the plan and use a
stencil. The textured surface also ruled out
the use of sable brushes, and we had to
use finches and apply our skillset for hand
finishing even more so.

To give the wall a touch of sparkle, we
applied silver leaf to the ‘baby’ and dotted
silver leaf sparingly to the white swirls to
create a glitzy finish. This took an entire
day, but was worth it.

To support the designer’s store refresh
and roll out programme, we offered a
couple of cost-saving options for Up Shirt
Creek by using a vinyl stencil. The
Disabled Changing Room was sign
painted using OneShot paint and used
masonry paint for the background colour
to add the distressed look.”

ISSUE 175 JAN/FEB 2018

Sign Update 63

PROJECT News

Iconic bus station revamp is
heading in the right direction
A Preston-based company is making and
delivering 1,500 signs for the £23.3 million
refurbishment and redevelopment of the
city’s iconic bus station.

Signs Express (Central Lancashire) has
been appointed by main contractor Conlon
Construction to deliver all the signage for
the refurbished Grade II-listed building.
And that includes going back to the future!
The work includes re-creating the original
sign designs, by the architects and
engineers at Building Design Partnership
and Ove Arup & Partners, which were
installed when the bus station was first
opened in the late 1960s.

The first-stage of the contract to improve
the bus station concourse has already
been completed, and handed over to
Lancashire County Council by Conlon as
part of the wider development project.

Delivering all 1,500 signs will take the
design and manufacturing teams at Signs
Express, which operates from its Rough
Hey headquarters, 12 months to deliver.

The bus station work is just one of a
number of projects Signs Express is
delivering for large-scale construction and
regeneration projects across the North
West. Ben Hall, director at Signs Express,
said: “As a Preston company we are very
proud to have been appointed to this
important regeneration project for the city.

“The work we have been carrying out has
also been fascinating as the regeneration
project includes restoring a lot of the bus
station to its original 1960s look, including
the signs and the distinctive numbers on
each original bus bay.

“We’re spending a lot of time getting that
look right. The bus station is a very special
and distinctive building and requires this
special approach. The result will be
fantastic.”

The bus station revamp is part of a wider
regeneration of the area and includes the
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creation of a public square and a youth
zone. The building is hailed as an iconic
example of Brutalist architecture.

Peter Carroll, project manager for Conlon,
said: “The team at Signs Express have
been proactive in finding solutions to
match the existing signage as the building
is listed and has English Heritage status.”

Signs Express and its 15-strong workforce
designs, produces and installs a full range
of signage for its growing client base, and
is owned and run by father and son team
Stephen and Ben Hall.

SPECIAL Feature

Who said going green would cost the Earth?
With an increasing focus on the
environmental footprint of companies,
retailers face real pressure to ensure they
meet industry targets, without impacting
on their own business models. Here Chris
Green, Head of Channel for Visual
Communications at Antalis, highlights the
requirements facing retailers and how
recyclable visual communications media
can assist in improving environmental
performance and reducing costs.

In 2008, retailers in the UK agreed
voluntary targets for reducing waste as
part of the ‘A Better Retailing Climate’
(ABRC) initiative. These collective
environmental impact targets included the
ambitious goal of sending less than one
percent of their waste direct to landfill by
2020.

So far, the response from retailers has
been incredible with the proportion of
waste sent to landfill decreasing from 43
percent in 2005, to just 4 percent in 2016,
demonstrating that the 2020 target is more
than achievable.

This reduction in waste is not only good
from an ecological point of view, by
improving a company’s environmental
impact, it can deliver a positive economic
impact for businesses as well, as every
tonne sent to landfill costs retailers on
average £120 in tax and gate fees.

For retailers, there is a specific waste
reduction challenge due to the fast
moving, cyclical nature of the business. It’s
inevitable that signs and displays are
going to change frequently, which results
in a considerable amount of visual
communications materials being created
each year. Taking into account the volume
of materials required, this inherent part of
the retail environment creates a significant
waste which can come at a cost.
Through careful selection of the right
product, which delivers the correct
properties for application such as
printability, dimensional stability,
recyclability and sustainability, retailers
can negate the costly charges of waste
and, in some instances, even create a
revenue stream.

At Antalis, we recognise that we have an
important role to play, both in running our
business in a responsible way, and
providing products, services and
information that help our customers
become more sustainable. This has
resulted in us investing in a number of
product ranges that help our customers

66 Sign Update

meet their environmental requirements,
specifically those with high volume visual
communication needs.

Priplak®, for instance, is ideal for retailers
who have a high turnover of signage. A
strong yet flexible plastic polypropylene
sheet, Priplak offers high performance
while being environmentally sound – it is
constructed from a plastic free from
halogens, chlorine and plastifiers, such as
phthalates. Further adding to its green
credentials, it can also be recycled many
times without any significant change in its
physical properties and the Priplak R100
range is actually made from 100 per cent
recycled post-industrial polypropylene.
What’s also great about it is once finished,
it can be recycled, or burnt or added to
landfill, without any risk of toxic
substances harming the environment or
people’s health.
Another display material product retailers
can use to reduce visual communications
waste and cost is DISPA®; a sign and
display board perfect for short-term, in-
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door displays, which offers an ideal
ecological position. A 100 per cent
cellulose fibre product, DISPA is made by
3A composites with unique embossed
internal layers which ensure maximum
stability and flatness while being 100 per
cent recyclable FSC-certified paper. It’s
smooth, bright-white printable surface is a
quality robust alternative to plastic
products, allowing retailers to maximise
both the environmental and financial
benefits of recycling.

The nature of the industry which retailers
operate in ensures that there will always
be a level of waste, and while the ABRC
initiative continues to deliver success,
we still have a role to play in improving
our environmental impact. By switching
to ecologically-friendly, recyclable
products, retailers can decrease their sign
and display landfill waste, saving money
and the environment, and putting the
industry in the right place to meet the 2020
target.
www.antalis.co.uk.

SIGN News

Applelec joins Made in Britain
network of manufacturers

Applelec has become a member of Made
in Britain, joining the growing community
of companies promoting British
manufacturing.

As a manufacturer of bespoke fabricated
signage and display systems, alongside
products such as LED Light Sheet,
Applelec has experienced strong growth
over the last five years and views joining
the scheme as part of a wider strategy for
continuing growth both in the UK and
internationally.

Joining the network means Applelec is
able to use the registered Made in Britain
marque on literature, websites, packaging
and products. As a trade supplier, this
benefit will be passed to Applelec’s

customers who will begin to see the MiB
marque featured on the labelling of certain
products bought from Applelec.

For products such as Applelec’s LED Light
Sheet, which has seen increased
competition from poorly constructed,
imported light panel products, the use of
the marque will help ensure the product is
recognised as being British-made.

Ian Drinkwater, Applelec managing
director said: “We are proud to be a British
manufacturer and with increasing orders
coming from Europe and the Middle East
in recent years, we have experienced
confidence in the quality of British
manufacturing. We wanted a clear way to
highlight that Applelec is a British

manufacturer to potential customers
around the world as well as to other UK
businesses.”

John Pearce, Made in Britain CEO, said:
“We’ll be working with Applelec to support
their provenance marketing both internally
and to all their B2B stakeholders as they
grow the business at home and abroad.”’

Applelec’s premises in Bradford, home to their 80 members of staff

Applelec recently relocated all
manufacturing operations to the 6.3 acre
Wharfedale Business Park in Bradford,
which has been undergoing development
by Applelec since its purchase in 2015.
The company currently employs 80
members of staff.

ASLAN, Schwarz GmbH & Co. KG, who
manufacture self-adhesive films for
specialist applications, have redesigned
their website.

required self-adhesive solution
or obtain information about ASLAN’s wide
portfolio in just a few clicks, even without
any prior product knowledge”.

Self-adhesive film specialist
launches new website

Visitors and customers from a wide variety
of industries will find an updated and
“consistently user-oriented concept” at
www.ASLAN-Schwarz.com. From the
start, the focus was on making it even
easier for visitors to find suitable self-

adhesive products and alternative options
that are ‘Made in Germany’, says the
company.
Strong emphasis was placed on a clear
and neat presentation, both in terms of
design and navigation and with a view to
the product portfolio, says ASLAN. In
addition to a streamlined layout, the new
site concept is geared towards “intuitive
handling, enabling users to find the

A new product finder feature allows visitors
to identify the right self-adhesive film for
their specific requirements, not only by
product group, but also sorted by
application or industry.

ISSUE 175 JAN/FEB 2018

Sign Update 67

SIGN News

BSGA Awards spotlight outstanding
work of UK sign industry in 2017

The British sign industry celebrated
another year of outstanding work at its
annual awards ceremony, organised by
the BSGA (British Sign and Graphics
Association) and held at the Athena
Centre on 9 November.

The awards, open to any UK-based signrelated business, are designed to
demonstrate the abilities and creativity of
signmakers across the industry. A total of
15 signmaker awards were presented,
ranging from Young Signmaker of the
Year, through Architectural, Illuminated
and Craftsman Awards, to Awards for
vehicle wrapping, major roll-outs and retail
signage.

Over 250 separate projects were entered
for the awards and the standard
throughout was high. The judges singled
out a number for special mention,
including the work by HNS Signs at The
Arcadian in Birmingham; Signs Now for its
massive Hilton Heart of House roll-out;
John Anthony Signs for its delivery of a
huge project at Astana Airport in
Kazakhstan; DMA Signs for its record-
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breaking building wrap at Birmingham
University; and Signbox for its stylish work
at the Dakota office building, New
Scotland Yard and Alpha Bank.

But, after a lot of deliberation, the judges
awarded the Sign of the Year to isGroup
for its outstanding work, in association with
Applelec, at Storyhouse in Chester. The
signs were a stylish part of a £37 million
transformation of the 1930s art deco
building to create a new cultural centre in
the city. The award was presented by joint
main sponsors Signfab UK and GE.

Presented for the first time this year, the
Décor Award, sponsored by Metamark,
demonstrated the increasingly diverse
work of UK signmakers who are using
signmaking skills and materials to
enhance the interiors of all types of
building. The award, which was won by
Signbox for its work at the London HQ of
Alpha Bank, is new, it still attracted the
largest entry of any category.

The Wayfinding Award was also different
this year. It was run as a collaborative

ISSUE 175 JAN/FEB 2018

effort between the BSGA and the Sign
Design Society (SDS) and was judged by
a separate specialist panel convened by
the SDS. This year’s award went to
London-based Populous Activate for its
wayfinding scheme for the Groupama
Stadium, home to Olympique Lyonnaise.

“The awards are now a firm fixture in the
sign industry calendar,” says David
Catanach, Director of the BSGA. “The
event provides the one occasion in the
year when the whole industry comes
together in a relaxed and convivial
atmosphere and where the focus is
entirely on the work of signmakers.

“The BSGA would like to thank all the
sponsors for their support. We believe
that the awards play a vital role in the
industry by casting the spotlight on the real
work of signmakers. However, without the
support of the sponsors, the awards
simply would not happen.”

ray@britishsignawards.org
www.britishsignawards.org

The Award Winners

Illuminated Sign of the Year –
sponsored by Complete Sign
Illumination

Castleton Signs for Associated British
Ports

Highly Commended: Signbox for New
Scotland Yard

Highly Commended: Signbox for New
Scotland Yard

Winner: Lavastar Signs

Commercial Vehicle Graphics –
sponsored by William Smith

W&Co for Swiss Lacks

Architectural Sign of the Year –
sponsored by Blackburns Metals

Winner: Signbox for Dakota Building,
Brooklands

W&Co for HKX

Winner Apogee Print for DTE

Highly Commmended Paul Turner
Signwriters for Harrison Turner

PVL UK Ltd for Connect 2

The Construction Award –
sponsored by Signfab UK

Winner: John Anthony Signs for Astana T2

Highly Commended: Widd Signs for
Rushden Lakes

Signs Express (Manchester) for CityLabs

The Craftsman Award –
sponsored by Trade Etching Direct
Winner: SIGNCO

Highly Commended: HNS Signs for The
Arcadian

Winner: isGroup for Storyhouse

Small Signmaker of the Year –
supported by SignLink

Glyphics Ltd for Workspace

Highly Commended: SIGNCO
Apogee Print

Wide Format Project of the Year –
sponsored by Soyang Europe

The Innovation Award –
sponsored by Epson

Winner: HNS Signs for The Arcadian

Highly Commended: Spectrum Signs
for I-door signage

W&Co for HKX

Winner: Print Sauce Ltd for Tiny Rebel
Brewery

Highly Commended: Castleton Sign for
Scarpetta and Oddsocks

Retail Signage Award sponsored by Pyramid Display
Materials

Winner: Castleton Signs for The Lounge

Graffiti Design for New Scotland Yard

Winner: Signbox for Alpha Bank

Roll-out Programme of the Year –
sponsored by Nationwide Platforms

Highly Commended: Contract Sign
Systems – Euston Station

Ditital Tyger – Hogarths and The Crown
Inn

Highly Commended: Digital Tyger for
Hogarths

N1 Visual Solutions for YMCA Gym

Wrap of the Year – sponsored by Amari

Leisure Industry Award –
sponsored by JMH Digital

Highly Commended: John Anthony Signs
for Seat, White City

The Décor Award –
sponsored by Metamark

Winner: DMA Signs for University of
Birmingham Library Wrap

Innovate Signs for JD Sports

Winner: Signs Now for Hilton Heart of
House

Highly Commended: Innovate Signs for JD
Sports

Winner: RGVA for ‘Convoy’

Highly Commended: Eyecatching Signs
for Harley Harlequin

Slam Signs for Josh Price Racing

Wayfinding Award – supported by the
Sign Design Society

Winner: Populous Activate for Groupama
Stadium, Lyon

Highly Commended: Maynard Design for
Paddington Portable Event Signs

dn&co for Here East

Product of the Year – supported by
SignDirectons Online
Winner: Button-Fix

Highly Commended: NeonLux by Applelec

Mimaki 3D UJ 3D printer
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BSGA training
The British Sign and Graphics Association
(BSGA) has launched a major new training
incentive for both new and existing
members.

The Association is underwriting part of the
cost to participate in the ‘Make it Happen’
education course run by sign consultant
Sam Armstrong.

‘Make it Happen’ is a BSGA member and
has been receiving great reviews for its
one-day education course, which is
designed to “deliver more information
about sign making in a few hours than any
sign company will normally deal with over
a full month”.

“It’s a great starting point for anyone who
is new to sign making but, equally, has
proved a great refresher course for
experienced signmakers,” says BSGA
Director David Catanach.

David Allen, Director of Lincoln and
Nottingham-based Allen Signs, decided to
attend after two members of team
recommended it.

“I’ve been in the industry for a few years,
but there are always things to learn and
new processes or ways of thinking to hear
about. I’d recommend the course to
everyone in our industry, either to gain
insights if you’re new to the trade or to
refresh the knowledge you have if you are
an experienced signmaker.”

The BSGA incentive provides new
members with two free places on the

Sam Armstrong (centre right) with delegates to a recent Make It Happen training course
course, which normally costs £150.00 per
person, plus a £50.00 contribution per
delegate for up to six more staff during the
first year.

Existing members of the association can
also benefit from the incentive. “The
BSGA will contribute £50.00 per delegate
for up to eight members of staff each year
for full and affiliate members,” says David.

“If new members take up the whole
allocation they will benefit to the tune of
£600.00 and it could be worth £400.00 a
year to existing members, year on year.
The only stipulation is that fees or fee
arrangements must be up to date to
qualify for the deal.”

Atlantic launch website

Atlantic Tech Services recently launched
their new e-commerce and extended sign
and digital machinery, inks and printer
consumable products website.

Earlier this year Atlantic were appointed
the UK distributor for AZON Printers.This
new site, for the first time, includes the
specifications and details on the complete
range of AZON UV, direct to garment and
direct to substrate printers; plus a number
of selected videos of these printers in
production.

Atlantic have also included the new
RICOH Ri3000 and Ri6000 textile printers
to complement the success that the
company has had with the RICOH L4100
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Series latex printers. The site also includes
the Neolt trimmers, vertical cutters,
welders and Neolt and Easymount
Laminators; together with the Graphtec
plotters/cutters.
Online ordering is an increasing
demand, and the new easy to use
online ordering system will increase the
flexibility and times available for customers
can place orders. Customers will also be
able to speed up the process and time
taken to prepare an order by calling up
previous orders, then repeating that order
as a new order for inks and or
consumables.
www.atlantic-ts.com
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Typically, the subjects covered in a course
will include flat cut letters, fixings, built-up
letters, illuminated letters, panels,
stencil cut panels, lightboxes, hanging
and projecting signs, totems and
engraving and printing, plus hints and
tips.

Sam Armstrong said that during the 16
years she spent working with a sign
fabricator it became apparent there was
very little support or training in the field of
fabricated and illuminated signs. The Make
it Happen Training Course is designed to
help fill the gap.

www.bsga.co.uk
www.makeih.co.uk

Calling all entries to the FESPA awards 2018
Print service providers looking to
showcase the best of their print and signmaking talents have just under one month
left to enter the FESPA Awards 2018.

The FESPA Awards is an independent
print industry awards programme that
celebrates the achievements and
exceptional work created by print service
providers (PSPs) and sign-makers
worldwide.

There are 14 categories:

• Point of purchase products - printing on
paper & board, sponsored by efi
• Point of purchase products - printed on
all types of plastics
• Posters, single sheets and multi-sheets
• Original serigraphies and giclees and fine
art reproductions
• Decals, printed labels, fleet marking,
window decals etc
• Special effect
• Special effect on t-shirts and other
garments
• T-shirts and other garments
• Roll-to-roll printed textile
• Glass, ceramic, metal and wood products
• Printing on 3D products
• Non-printed signage
• Functional
• Young star - for entrants aged 15 – 25
working as a junior employee or student
in any print related discipline

Each category can be entered using four
processes: digital printing only, screen
printing only, mixed techniques and nonprinted.

Outside the 14 categories, there are two
other awards, which cannot be entered
directly.

The People’s Choice Award is selected
from all award entries by FESPA’s online
community. Entries will be hosted in an
online gallery between the 5 February and
5 March 2018 for public voting.

The increased
awareness of our brand
following the recognition
at the Awards for our
Dazzle Ship project
(2015) has opened
many doors for us

The Best in Show Award is chosen from all
categories, with the awards judges
selecting the most outstanding overall
entry.

UK company, PressOn, has been a
FESPA Awards winner in 2015, 2016 and
2017. Andy Wilson, Joint Managing
Director, said: “Winning a FESPA Award
has boosted our credibility and visibility,
both internally with staff and externally. It
has had a big effect on staff morale. When
we carry out prestigious projects such as
wrapping buildings, we sometimes take for
granted the impact of our work. Winning
this prize shows true recognition from
industry peers and reinforces the quality of
our work.”

Andy said: “The increased awareness of
our brand following the recognition at the
Awards for our Dazzle Ship project (2015)
has opened many doors for us. We’d
estimate around 40 per cent of the new
contacts we have made since 2015 stem
directly from links made at FESPA 2015
and the FESPA Awards.”

The deadline to enter the Awards is Friday
26 January 2018. The entries will then be
shortlisted by the Awards Judges and
showcased at FESPA 2018 Global Print
Expo in Berlin, Germany from 15 to 18
May 2018. Award winners will be
announced at the FESPA Gala Night which
will take place on Wednesday 16 May
2018, during FESPA 2018.

www.fespaawards.com
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“Wrap Like a King”
Challenge winners announced
Avery Dennison Graphics Solutions
announced that Lei’d Low by Nick Caminiti
was named the King of the Wrap World in
the “Wrap Like a King” Challenge at the
2017 SEMA Show in Las Vegas. Nick, car
wrap installer at Exotic Graphix from
Australia, competed against 159 other
installers from 19 countries to earn the title
for 2017.

“Winning a second Wrap Like a King title
in a row is an incredible feeling, and we’re
truly honoured,” says Nick. “We knew the
field would be gunning for our team after
our success last year, but we put in the
work and came out on top against a really
accomplished field.”

Nick used Avery Dennison® Supreme
Wrapping™ Film Diamond Silver and MPI
1105 with DOL 6460 overlaminate to
complete his ‘Lei’d Low’ entry, creating a
Hawaiian surf theme for a 1963
Volkswagen Beetle. The entry features
three-dimensional, embossed wood effects
created with vinyl film, and a fully
templated vinyl wrap inspired by 1960’s
paint jobs. Also included were a wrapped
steering wheel, a holographic visor and
custom offset wheels.

‘Regional Wrap Kings’ have also been
named by Avery Dennison, along with the
‘Continent Wrap Kings’ from North
America, Europe, North Asia and Australia
and New Zealand. The 2017 Challenge
judges include Justin Pate, Molly Waters,
Myles Kovacs, Peter Wright, Jun
Kinoshita, Stefan Ude, Anders Prates and
Jurriaan de Vries.

The winning entry by Nick Caminiti
“All of the region and continent winning
wraps in 2017 took extraordinary skill, so
the ultimate king had to be decided by a
very slim margin,” says Peter Wright, Wrap
Like a King judge and technical marketing
manager, Avery Dennison Graphics
Solutions, Australia/New Zealand. “The
craftsmanship that we saw from the
entirety of this year’s field was the most
impressive yet, and our expectations will
only continue to grow with the number of
talented installers there are across the
world.”

Winners were chosen based on criteria of
visual transformation (difference between
the before and after pictures submitted),

quality and skill level of installation, overall
public look and appeal and uniqueness of
the design.

Nick’s prize package included a threenight stay in Las Vegas to attend the
SEMA show, a Race Ramp and Wrap
more. He will also receive a $1,000 cash
prize, a King of the Wrap World trophy and
almost $1,000 worth of marketing support
from Avery Dennison. The entire King of
the Wrap World extended prize package is
valued at almost $5,000.

The following vehicle graphics
installers were chosen as Continent
Wrap Kings:
• North America - Because ‘Merica!
by PG NOLA

• Europe - Polizei Rusty Design
by Wrapstyle Denmark

• North Asia - Camo Flage the ROOCAT
by Type B Custom Decal

• Australia & New Zealand - Lei’d Low
by Exotic Graphix

Each won a $3,200 prize pack, including
$500 in gift vouchers, two free rolls of
Supreme Wrapping Film and a 67” Race
Ramp.

www.wraplikeaking.com/eu

Europe’s winner: Polizei Rusty Design by Wrapstyle Denmark
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AXYZ to hold first
2018 Open Day in London

AXYZ International will hold its first 2018
Open Day event in north London on 24
January. The Royal Air Force Museum,
situated on the former Hendon Aerodrome
site in Grahame Park Way, Edgware,
London NW9 5LL, will again be the
chosen venue. The event will run from
10am to 4pm and refreshments will be
available throughout the day.

The Open Day will provide AXYZ
International with the opportunity to
formally introduce to existing and potential
new customers recently upgraded
machines; tooling options and online spare
parts; accessories; and consumables
resources. Application specialists will be
on hand throughout the day to answer
questions, as well as members of the
AXYZ International CNCRoutershop
division to discuss product training and
technical support requirements.

The new kiss-cut knife
option expands the
functionality of AXYZ
CNC routers by enabling
the processing of a much
wider range of materials
The main focus of the event will be the
upgraded AXYZ Trident hybrid CNC
machine that now offers a faster, stronger
and smarter solution by comparison with
the original models. This will be
supplemented by an AXYZ series router
and new productivity options. These
include a new kiss-cut knife unit, a new
high-speed router spindle and an
expanded ATC (Automatic Tool Change)
facility.

The Trident machine incorporates a triplehead configuration featuring a CNC
routing spindle with oscillating and
tangential knife-cutting units. These are
interchangeable to enable the processing

of frequently problematical thin materials
such as vinyl, cardboard and paper and
thicker and heavier materials such as
aluminium and other non-ferrous metals,
ACM (Aluminium Composite Material),
acrylic and foamed boards.

The new 8.7HP, 40,000rpm HDS spindle is
said to represent the next step in highspeed machine processing, enabling
routing/cutting at two to three times faster
than when using a standard spindle, and
with no compromise on the quality of the
edge finish on the materials processed.
This makes the HDS spindle ideal for the
machining of woods, plastics and nonferrous metals.
The new kiss-cut knife option expands the
functionality of AXYZ CNC routers by

enabling the processing of a much wider
range of materials. Special adapters will
allow the knife to be fitted into most of the
commonly used routing/cutting spindles
and tangential knife tools.

The new ATC facility will feature a choice
of 10 or 14 tool stations and will
complement the existing seven- and 21station options. These have now been
upgraded with improved mechanics and
drive motors.

To reserve a place at the AXYZ Open Day
and for more information, e-mail
enquiries@axyz.co.uk or phone Janine
Roberts, Marketing Administrator at AXYZ
International, on 0115 975 8100.
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Discover the latest garment decoration
equipment at Printwear & Promotion LIVE!
Printwear & Promotion LIVE! 2018 is on
track to be the biggest show to date, with
over 150 stands and more than 20 new
exhibitors providing inspiration and
solutions for visitors.

Tony Gardner, event director, said: “The
show is now recognised as an annual
launch pad for new equipment and once
again the event will not disappoint. With
over 40 stands featuring decoration kit and
many first showings, visitors will be able to
witness the latest technology in action and
see ways to improve garment decoration
production.”

Several new embroidery products will
debut at the show. Midwest Machinery is a
sole agent for Happy Japan with more
than 30 years’ experience in delivering
embroidery equipment. The company will
be displaying the new range of Type 3
embroidery machines, including the
recently launched 12 head. There will also
be a selection of other equipment on
show, such as a new high-speed 15 colour
single head machine and a new hot tip
appliqué cutter.
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ETC Supplies will showcase the bestselling magnetic Mighty Hoops, Durkee EZ
Framing device and a range of new
embroidery frames, framing tables and
tools to keep machinery in its best
condition. The embroidery sector will also
feature products from Madeira and the
new Brother PR series from GS UK.

SWF Embroidery Machines (YES Ltd) will
showcase and demonstrate the new KS
series, the fastest embroidery machine on
the market. Michelle Reece, marketing
manager at YES Ltd said: “We are twice
as excited about this year’s show as we
will be exhibiting our wide range of
products on two facing stands, with SWF,
Ricoma and Spangle on stand H22. This
will enable us to separate our brands and
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allow visitors to focus on their specific
industry with our sales and technical team
on board to offer support and advice.”

On Resolute’s DTG stand, visitors will be
able to witness the new R-Jet5i in action.
The printer’s predecessor, the R-Jet5, has
sold over a thousand units across the UK
and Europe, so this new and improved
model will “wow visitors with a modern
print engine”.

For 2018, Printwear & Promotion LIVE!
has moved to the bigger Halls 17 and 18
at the NEC in Birmingham and will take
place from Sunday 21 January to Tuesday
23 January. Save the dates!
www.printwearandpromotionlive.co.uk

Sign & Digital UK announces
increase in exhibitor presence for 2018

Sign & Digital UK (SDUK) will return to the
NEC, Birmingham with an increased
presence from well-known brands. Roland
DG, CMYUK, Spandex, Antalis, Epson,
Ultima Displays, Your Print Partner and
Very Displays are amongst those
confirmed to be expanding their stands at
the 2018 show.

The exhibition, taking place 24 to 26 April
2018, will also welcome many first-time
exhibitors. Companies include: Rimex
Metals, ATAKSOFT Computer & Software,
QCR Recycling Equipment, Ashby Trade
Sign Supplies, Longier UK, U-Marq,
Modular Grid Signs.com, ATA Engineering
Processes, Pureimage, Bakker Magnetics
and Streetwise Digital.

Other exhibitors already confirmed to
exhibit at SDUK include Amaya Sales UK,
Granthams, D&K Europe, Graphtec,
Signmaster Systems, Colourbyte,
Maxicam, AG/CAD DYSS, ITC, GPT,
AXYZ International, printMax, Trotec Laser
and Your Print Specialists. Blackman &
White, GDL, Leopold, Vivid Laminating,

Novachrome, Jetrix, Complete CNC
Solutions, Grafityp, QPS, Signgeer and
Lion Picture Framing Supplies are also set
to exhibit.

Rudi Blackett, Sign & Digital UK portfolio
director said: ‘’We are thrilled that such a
large number of exhibitors return to us
annually. To have many of those increase
their presence at SDUK 2018 is testament
to the show’s continued role in bringing the
industry together to do business. We are
also delighted to welcome the growing
number of new exhibitors that have
booked for the show from a wide spectrum
of industry sectors.

“As the market’s leading annual national
event, we feel great responsibility to
always deliver outstanding shows. We
have recently conducted an extensive
research campaign to gain greater insight
into our visitor profile and their needs. Our
plans for the 2018 event include the
addition of some exciting new show
features, which will be announced in the
coming weeks.’’

Sign & Digital UK will take place at the
NEC, Birmingham from 24 to 26 April 2018
and is free to attend for visitors.
signanddigitaluk@fav-house.com.

FASTSIGNS CEO opens new franchise
FASTSIGNS global CEO Catherine
Monson officially opened the network’s
new Leicester franchise as part of a tour of
UK centres.

“I’m thrilled to welcome Leicester and
Nyemachi to the FASTSIGNS family.”

“When you join such a big company, you
don’t expect one-on-one time with the
CEO. She spent time looking around the
new centre, talking to staff and finding out
more about Leicester.”

Catherine flew in from the US to attend the
FASTSIGNS UK annual convention and
visit some of the company’s biggest
success stories of 2017.

Prior to the official opening, FASTSIGNS
Leicester has been providing signage
solutions to the city since October.
Nyemachi says she was delighted to
receive such a high-profile visitor in the
first two months of trading. She said:

Catherine said: “I jumped at the chance to
visit Leicester. Since their inspirational
premier league, Leicester has experienced
significant growth. There’s been a huge
influx of business in the area and it’s a
natural choice for Nyemachi and her family
to set up the new franchise here. There’s
an energy and passion in the city, as well
as a thriving local economy and
infrastructure, which I believe are some of
the core elements needed for business
success.

Catherine Monson, CEO of FASTSIGNS, with the team from their newest franchise in Leicester

Accompanied by FASTSIGNS UK
managing director John Davies, Catherine
travelled to Leicester to officially cut the
ribbon at the new centre and meet
Leicester franchisee Nyemachi Atanda
and family, along with the centre’s sales
and production teams.

FASTSIGNS Leicester becomes the 22nd
member of the UK franchise network.

www.fastsigns.co.uk
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Roland DG Creative Centre
experience day hailed a success
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to its Creativ
ers
e Centre Exp
erience Day
Held on 1 N
.
ovember in
the centre in
Clevedon, th
e free-to-atte
nd event
showcased
50 ways to
make money
Roland DG
with
technology.
It al
how compa
nies could bo so highlighted
ost
targeting em
erging and of their profits by
ten-untapped
markets.

The day show
cased the “p
ower and
potential” of
Roland DG
technology
demonstrate
and
d how it can
bring new id
and applicat
eas
ions to life.
V
isito
to freely expl
ore the Creat rs were able
ive
Centre,

UV printing was a big
draw on the day, with
many people attending
specifically to discover
the

more about the latest
products and
developments for UV
print production

inspirational hub of Roland DG UK, and
attend educational sessions scheduled
throughout the day.

Joe Wigzell, Roland DG UK’s Academy
and Creative Centre Manager, was
available to answer questions about the
printers on display, and offer tips on how to

get the best results from Roland DG
technology. Roland DG’s Academy’s
enlightening workshops and tutorials also
took place focusing on all aspects of print:
from hardware and software updates
through to the very latest applications.
These courses enabled customers to learn
more about Roland DG products and how
to get the best out of them – from the
design process through print production to
finishing.

Feedback from attendees has been
positive, with all stating that they would be
keen to further explore the opportunities
and applications opened up by Roland DG
technology. Visitors also highlighted the
informative and relaxed nature of the
event and confirmed that their attendance
had been very much worthwhile.

UV printing was a big draw on the day,
with many people attending specifically to
discover more about the latest products
and developments for UV print production.
In particular the new Roland DG VersaUV
S-Series, which served as the centre piece
of the day’s live UV printing demonstration.

sales@rolanddg.co.uk
www.rolanddg.com/en
www.rolanddg.co.uk
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Job Vacancies

To advertise on these pages call Martin on
01784 605 601

Equipment for Sale

For the latest equipment go to www.signupdate.co.uk/fs

Expert Signage Support
- Nationwide

Experienced
Sign Fitters
wanted NOW
across the UK
Perfectionist Projects provide
discreet installation, survey and
project management services to
the Sign, POS, Print and digital
industries

Mimaki JV33 Printers

We are currently recruiting for
permanently employed sign installation
crews, vinyl applicators and applicants with
POS, print and digital experience. Ideally you
should be CSCS, IPAF, PASMA and UKATA trained.
We offer:
• 24 hour Engineer phone support
• Guaranteed 35 working hours
per week

• 30 days annual leave per year
• Paid lunch breaks
• Reward scheme

If you are interested in joining our rapidly growing company
then please contact Caroline Stevens on 01323 489361 or
email: cstevens@perfectionistprojects.co.uk

Equipment Wanted (Trade)

WANTED
Engraving Machines

Manual and computerised, most
makes, in any condition.
Tel: 01992 899 255
Fax: 01992 899 256
sales@ronamachines.co.uk
ronamachines.co.uk

For the latest job vacancies go to www.signupdate.co.uk/jobs

LONDON
Top Salary + Bonus

Email CV to
paul@goodwinandgoodwin.com

Classified
advertising rates
Half page

£220

1/8th page

£70

Quarter page
1/16th page
1/32th page

Experienced Vehicle Wrapper
Dublin, Ireland

Wrap.ie, part of Insignia Signs & Display Limited, are on the
lookout for an experienced vehicle wrapper.

Wrap.ie are now Ireland’s fastest growing branding company and
are currently scaling up for new projects beginning in 2018.
A working practical knowledge of wrap vinyl’s, both printed and
colour change, are a prerequisite for this position.

The ability to work to tight deadlines and to work as part of a fast
paced team, are vital to this role.

Job Vacancies

Account Manager/
Estimator Wanted

www.perfectionistprojects.co.uk

Please send your CV in confidence to info@wrap.ie
or call +35 387 972 5647 for further details.

£120

£40
£30

Job Vacancies and items for sale
also go online at no extra cost:
www.signupdate.co.uk/job
www.signupdate.co.uk/for-sale
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Newman Displays, the Award Winning, Central London based Signage and Event
company are looking to recruit an Experienced Sign Installer and a Junior Sign
Installer to work within our installations team working in the fast paced, innovative
and exciting world of the Entertainment and Event Industry sector.

Full Time Senior Sign Installer

Minimum of 5 years’
experience in the
industry

Candidate Requirements:
• A customer service champion with a friendly and polite
manner
• A "can do attitude" and a responsible approach to time
management
• Good communication skills
• Flexible, adaptable and able to work under pressure
• Excellent attention to detail and able to follow a given
brief
• Flexible approach to problem solving
• Customer and quality orientated
• Self-motivated, organised and confident
• Able to work within a team and on own initiative
• Comfortable with manual labour and working at height

Large Format Printing and
Signage Production Manager
Swindon

The Production Manager is a hands-on role that combines managing the
Large Format Printing & Signage department’s estimating, administration,
production and installations. The successful candidate will be experienced
in large format printing, responsible to control the production team and manage and exceed customer and Sales expectations. The ideal candidate will
have an excellent level of existing knowledge of print production & signage.
Responsibilities and Duties

The Production Manager's main responsibilities will be; Manage the whole of the
Production team Overseeing production, working closely with the Sales department to gather job requirements, perform both procurement and project management of each assigned campaign or project including fulfilment, logistics and
subcontractors .

You must have the ability to manage the client’s jobs on-budget, on-time, and with
the highest level of service and quality.

Manage workloads and schedules to effectively meet targets and customer orders. You must be able to problem solve issues that arise in the production, delegating tasks to effectively overcome these issues. Appraising members of staff.
Developing and identifying training needs.

Building relationships with client’s and develop working practices and strategies
moving forward. Proactively presenting production solutions and offer suggestions
to enable greater efficiency.
Manage and develop internal production and external sign fitting Health and
safety requirements, Comply with the Health and Safety regulations, with specific
responsibility for the health safety and welfare of all personnel within your control.
Ensuring overall safe and compliant planning, implementation and monitoring of
all activities. Reporting all accidents and/or incidents and near misses in accordance with company procedures.
Provide regular status updates to management and sales department, analyse
job revenue, cost, and profitability reporting to key
management. The ideal candidate must be able to
manage multiple projects and tasks simultaneously
within a fast paced, high energy environment.
Are you interested in joining our team?
Please send your cv to: andrew@interprintswindon.co.uk
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Full Time Junior Sign Installer
Minimum of 3 years’
experience in the
industry

Key Responsibilities:
• Working as part of a team to deliver on-time and of the
highest quality of workmanship
• And to the highest level of Health & Safety.
• Installation of signage and event displays indoors,
outdoors and at high level.
Delivering quality workmanship within tight deadlines

Licences:
• Driver's License essential
• IPAF, PASMA, CSCS an advantage but not essential
In the first instance please email your c.v. to: Mark
Hollington at Mark@newman-displays.com

General Classifieds
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3D DOME LABELS

3D DOMING SYSTEMS
A BOARDS

ACRYLIC SHEET

ALUMINIUM SIGN BLANKS
ALUMINIUM SIGNS

ARCHITECTURAL LIGHTING &
SIGNAGE
BANNER FIXING SYSTEMS
BANNER INSTALLATION
BANNER SUPPLIERS

BLADES / SMART KNIVES

BRAILLE AND TACTILE SIGNS
BUILT UP LETTERS ACRYLIC
BUILT UP LETTERS METAL

CABLE DISPLAY SYSTEMS
CAST SIGNS

CHEMICAL ETCHING

CHROME PLATED LETTERS

CNC ROUTING & ENGRAVING
MACHINES
COAT OF ARMS

DIGITAL PRINTED SIGNS

MAGNETIC MATERIAL

BLADES

DMX LED SYSTEMS

MODULAR PANEL SIGN SYSTEMS

SCULPTORS

DIGITAL PRINTER SUPPLIES

DOMES & DISHES

DOUBLE SIDED TAPES & ADHESIVES
EDGELIT SIGNS

FINGERPOST SIGNS

NEON REPLACEMENT LETTERS

FLAME POLISHERS

FLAT CUT LETTERS

NOTICE BOARDS - LOCKABLE/EXTERIOR

FLEXIBLE FACE SIGNAGE

PLASTIC SHEETS

GENERAL SIGN SUPPLIERS

GOLD LEAF SUPPLIERS

INSTALLATION CONTRACTORS

LAMINATING/ENCAPSULATING

LASER CUTTING/ENGRAVING

LASER CUTTING/ENGRAVING
MACHINES

LED DRIVERS

LIGHT BOXES & LIGHTING

POINT OF SALE FITTINGS

POLYSTYRENE SIGN SERVICE
POSTER HOLDERS / CASES

SHEET MATERIALS

SIGN & DISPLAY SYSTEMS
SIGN LOCATORS

SIGN POSTS & FIXINGS

SIGN SUPPORT SYSTEMS
SIGN SURVEYOR

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIERS

SOLAR POWERED SIGNS &
DISPLAYS
SPECIALITY FILMS

STONE ENGRAVING

STREET SIGNS

TEXTILE SIGNAGE

TRANSFER PAPERS/HEAT
PRESSES

PROGRAMMABLE LED DISPLAYS

VINYL & GRAPHIC INSTALLATIONS

PRINT/POSTER FRAMES

PROJECTING SIGNS

LED STRIP LIGHTS

SCREEN PRINTING

POWER SUPPLIES

PROJECT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

LED ILLUMINATED LETTERS

DIGITAL PRINT

MOULDED LETTERS

NEON MANUFACTURERS
(TRADE)

ESTIMATING SOFTWARE

LED ILLUMINATION

MOULDED & FABRICATED
PLASTICS
NAMEPLATES

ENGRAVING

COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES
CUT-OUT LETTERS

METAL FABRICATIONS

REFLECTIVE VINYL/TAPES

ROUTER CUTTERS/ PLOTTER

TROUGH LIGHTING
VINYL SUPPLIES

WAYFINDING SIGNS

WIDE FORMAT SOLUTIONS
PROVIDER
WOODWORKING

To advertise on these pages costs as little as £130 for a full years
advertising in our magazine and our website with web-links back to you!
Search through the Buyers Guide quickly online
at www.signupdate.co.uk/bg

3D DOME LABELS

MOCKRIDGE LABELS &
NAMEPLATES LTD

Cavendish Street, Ashton-underLyne, Lancs OL6 7QL

Tel: 0161 308 2331
sales@mockridge.com
www.mockridge.com

3D Resin Doming adds value to screen
and digitally printed signs, lettering,
labels and emblems. Mockridge offer a
wide range of products from budgetpriced starter kits to mass-production
systems. Contract Doming service
available. Send for samples.

3D DOMING SYSTEMS

MOCKRIDGE LABELS &
NAMEPLATES LTD

Cavendish Street, Ashton-underLyne, Lancs OL6 7QL
Tel: 0161 308 2331
sales@mockridge.com
www.mockridge.com

3D Resin Doming adds value to screen
and digitally printed signs, lettering,
labels and emblems. Mockridge offer a
wide range of products from budgetpriced starter kits to mass-production
systems. Contract Doming service
available. Send for samples.

Phone 01784 605 601 for full details of how to get your
company to 22,000 Sign Update readers

A BOARDS

DES LTD

Buxton Road, Furness Vale, High
Peak, Derbyshire, SK23 7PH
Tel: 01663 744824
desaboard@aol.com
www.desltd.co.uk

Any size, and colour, aluminium, steel or
stainless steel. Standard A board
display area 21” x 36” powder coated in
polyester. Can be used as a poster
board with a magnetic transparent
cover. Swing signs also available. Fax
your drawings for a quotation on special
display boards.

PLEX DISPLAY LTD

The Furlong, Berry Hill Industrial
Estate, Droitwich, Worcestershire,
WR9 9BG
Tel: 01905 798 123
sales@plexdisplay.com
www.plexdisplay.com

Established in 1994, Plex Display are
hardware designers and manufacturers
of Display, Café Barrier and Signage
systems. We offer the trade highly
competitive pricing, unrivalled stock
levels and same day despatch, all
backed by first class customer service
and technical support. So whether you
are in the exhibition, display, signage or
large format printing industries we have
products to suit you.

ISSUE 175 JAN/FEB 2018

Sign Update 85

SIGNWAVES

RIGHTON LTD

Lefevre Way, Gapton Hall Industrial
Estate, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
NR31 0NW

Righton House, Brookvale Road,
Witton, Birmingham B6 7EY

Signwaves is the UK’s leading provider
of Pavement Signs & A-Boards. A wide
range of traditional and adapted ABoard designs are available for next day
delivery, with a selection of poster insert
and printed display options to choose
from. Swinger and Ecoflex pavement
signs are also manufactured by
Signwaves – with lowest prices
guaranteed direct from the supplier.

UK distributor of Polycasa Crylux cast &
Crylon extruded sheet acrylic. Available
in a wide range of clear, opals, colours
and special finishes. Also stocked:
Alucobest aluminium composite sheet,
Marlon solid polycarbonate, PET-G,
SAN, polystyrene, hygienic cladding,
rigid PVC and fixing accessories, sign
post systems, aluminium sheet and
extrusions.

Tel: 01493 419300
www.signwaves.co.uk

UK POS

Tel: 0121 356 1141
marketing@righton.co.uk
www.righton.co.uk

VISIONS IN PLASTICS

Horsfield Way, Bredbury Park
Industrial Estate, Stockport SK6
2TD

Unit 3, Delta Court (Robin Hood
Airport), Auckley, Doncaster DN9
3GN

UK POS are the UK’s no.1 POS display
specialists. Working in a variety of
plastics, wood and metal, we currently
design and supply over 25 million
individual products. We combine nearly
three decades of proven experience
with cutting edge technology to create
innovative products.

Stocks of Mirrored Extruded Acrylic in
clear, 19 colours, See-Thru, Two sided,
Anti Scatch, Anti Fog. Mirrored
Polycarbonate, Petg and Polystyene.
Non mirrored sheet in Acrylic, ABS,
Polycarbonate, Polystyrene and PVC
Foam.

Tel: 0161 431 4400/4411
www.ukpos.com

ACRYLIC SHEET

ALUMINIUM SIGN BLANKS

N E PLASTICS LTD

SYGNET SIGNS LTD

Unit 1, Ruxley Corner Industrial
Estate, Edgington Way, Sidcup,
Kent DA14 5BL

129 Humberstone Rd, Leicester,
LE5 3AP

Tel: 020 8308 9990
sales@neplastics.co.uk
www.neplastics.co.uk

One of the UK’s largest independent
stockholders of semi-finished plastics,
offering a huge range of both branded
and own label products including Crylux
cast acrylic, Alliance ACP, Foamalite,
Lumex, Viscom and Arla. A next day
delivery service on cut to size and
polished acrylic is available. We also
offer a trade service on CNC Router &
Laser cutting, Sign trays and bespoke
plastic fabrication.

PERSPEX DISTRIBUTION LTD

2-3 Lonebarn Link, Springfield
Business Park, Chelmsford, Essex
CM2 5AR

Tel: 01245 232800
sales.chelmsford@perspex.co.uk
www.perspex.co.uk

Perspex Distribution offer unique access
to many of the principal plastic sheet
products for the sign industry from their
5 regional distribution centres in
Blackburn, Chelmsford, Leeds,
Tamworth and Weybridge. With a
comprehensive stock-holding in many
colours and finishes and a cut to size
service at all branches, Perspex
Distribution can deliver your
requirements fast..

86 Sign Update

Tel: 01302 775920
sales@visionsinplastics.co.uk
www.visionsinplastics.co.uk

Tel: 0116 262 6288
sales@sygnetsigns.com
www.sygnetsigns.com

Nationwide specialist trade supplier of
fabricated ali/stainless steel trays, any
shape, blank or router/laser cut. Powder
coated or stove enamelled. We also
supply fully illuminated fascia/projecting
signage to your designs. All works
carried out in-house. We also
manufacture much more.....

ALUMINIUM SIGNS

MULTITECHNIC LTD (EST. 1972)

Coopies Lane Industrial Estate,
Morpeth, Northumberland NE61
6JQ
Tel: 01670 512090
sales@multitechnic.co.uk
www.multitechnic.co.uk

Full colour graphics that are genuinely
under the surface of anodised
aluminium. Unlike any other process,
the highest quality digital print is created
inside the anodised layer as part of the
anodising process. This means that the
signs cannot be defaced by scraping off
the image, making digital anoprinting
ideal for signs in public buildings such
as schools, colleges & student
accommodation.
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ARCHITECTURAL LIGHTING &
SIGNAGE

MEGALED LTD

236-242 Alma Road, Enfield EN3
7BB
Tel: +44 (0)208 432 0995
led@megaled.com
www.megaled.com

MegaLED offer award winning
architectural led lighting solutions &
design assistance: Lights, multi-channel
led hardware, in-depth product
knowledge, integrated service, support
and custom LED Lighting. All this makes
us the go-to supplier for all types of
challenging architectural and signage
lighting projects. For quality service and
unrivalled product knowledge, call us
today: 0208 432 0995.

BANNER FIXING SYSTEMS

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
LTD

Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852 888
sales@signscape.co.uk
www.signscape.co.uk

Serving the Sign Trade for over 40
years, we are a leading manufacturer of
sign systems, notice boards &
information displays. Our Bannerfix
system provides the components
required to support the temporary or
permanent installation of PVC or fabric
banners onto lamp columns, posts or on
to walls, with either steel banding or
Tamtorque fixings. Standard and custom
length banner arms are available.

BANNER INSTALLATION

MIDA SIGN SERVICES UK LTD

Welbeck Street South, AshtonUnder-Lyne OL6 7QZ
Tel: 0161 8 300 600
info@midasignservices.co.uk
www.midasignservices.co.uk

Installers of any size of banner, from
1off’s to nationwide marketing
promotions, we supply & install post
mounted and wire tension systems with
a nationwide maintenance and
emergency call out service, call for
further details.

BANNER SUPPLIERS

PLEX DISPLAY LTD

The Furlong, Berry Hill Industrial
Estate, Droitwich, Worcestershire,
WR9 9BG
Tel: 01905 798 123
sales@plexdisplay.com
www.plexdisplay.com

Established in 1994, Plex Display are
hardware designers and manufacturers
of Display, Café Barrier and Signage
systems. We offer the trade highly
competitive pricing, unrivalled stock
levels and same day despatch, all
backed by first class customer service
and technical support. So whether you
are in the exhibition, display, signage or
large format printing industries we have
products to suit you

SIGNWAVES

Lefevre Way, Gapton Hall Industrial
Estate, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
NR31 0NW
Tel: 01493 419300
www.signwaves.co.uk

Signwaves supplies a variety of banners
suitable for internal and external use.
The range includes: Feather, Teardrop
and Rectangular Flying Banners, Café
Barriers and PVC/Pennant Hanging
Banners. These can be printed if
required. A selection of mounting
accessories are offered for Signwaves’
Flying Banners – covering hard and soft
surfaces with little to no groundwork
needed to install.

BLADES / SMART KNIVES

EDWARD MATHIAS & CO

PO BOX 121, Frodsham, Cheshire,
WA6 1AA
Tel: 01928 739 799
info@edwardmathias.com
www.edwardmathias.com

Specialist manufacturers/suppliers of
tungsten carbide plotter blades and
router cutters. We don’t just sell blades,
we are the UK’s leading manufacturer.
Note - we have no connection with any
other company who sell or re-sharpen
blades.

BRAILLE AND TACTILE SIGNS

BESPOKE MANUFACTURING
LTD

Unit 1B Commerce Way, Walrow
Industrial Estate, Highbridge,
Somerset TA9 4AG

Tel: 01278 793 800
sales@bespokemanufacturing.co.uk
www.bespokemanufacturingltd.co.uk

Bespoke Manufacturing specialise in a
wide range of Braille and Tactile
signage. We’ve been trading for over 16
years and have built up an impeccable
reputation in the braille and tactile
sector. We use substrates such as
acrylics, brass, copper, stainless steel
and aluminium including slats style
systems providing single signs, to
complete directories. All our work is
carried out in house.

BUILT UP LETTERS ACRYLIC

3D ACRYLICS & METALS LTD

Unit B1, Felling Business Centre,
Green Lane, Gateshead, Tyne &
Wear, NE10 0QH
Tel: 0191 469 1199
www.3dacrylics.co.uk

In house manufacturers of high quality
built up and flat cut lettering and logos,
we can offer back trays and fixings
along with face and/or halo LED
illumination. Our prices are very
competitive and offer a prompt service.

APPLELEC

APPLELEC

I.C.E.

Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park,
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW

Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park,
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW

Tannery Works, 12 Whingate,
Leeds LS12 3BL

Trade suppliers of quality 3D built up
acrylic letters and logos in colours and
finishes from a variety of different sheet
manufacturers. Built up letters are
available with halo and/or face lit
illumination from our award winning and
cost effective LED range. Please ask for
an information pack or contact one of
our friendly and experienced sales staff
for assistance. (Flat cut lettering is also
available).

Trade suppliers of quality 3D built up
metal letters and logos. Lettering starts
at just 50mm high in materials such as
stainless steel, brass, copper, titanium
and aluminium with a variety of different
finishes. Built up letters are available
with halo and / or face lit illumination
from our award winning and cost
effective LED range. Please ask for an
information pack or contact one of our
friendly and experienced sales staff for
assistance.

Manufacturers of Built Up - Flat Cut Rim and Return Leters and Logos in
Stainless Steel, Aluminium, Copper and
Brass. We also fit neon tube or LED
modules within the Letters for face or
halo illumination.

Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk

I.C.E.

Tannery Works, 12 Whingate,
Leeds LS12 3BL

Tel: 0113 2242124
sales@icesigns.co.uk
www.icesigns.co.uk

Manufacturers of built up acrylic letters
and logos. We can offer face or halo
illumination with the installationof LEDs
if required. Please call our staff on the
number below if you have any
questions.

SIGN HERE

179 Fosse Road North, Leicester,
LE3 5EZ

Tel: 08085 428021
sales@sign-here.co.uk
www.sign-here.co.uk

Trade service for 3D built up lettering &
logos in a variety of materials. We will
give you a professional reliable &
efficient service at a competitive price.
From a single letter to a fully illuminated
sign ready for installation. For a quote or
just friendly advice contact us. We are
here to help.

BUILT UP LETTERS METAL

3D ACRYLICS & METALS LTD

Unit B1, Felling Business Centre,
Green Lane, Gateshead, Tyne &
Wear, NE10 0QH
Tel: 0191 469 1199
www.3dacrylics.co.uk

In house manufacturers of high quality
built up and flat cut lettering and logos in
aluminum and stainless steel, we also
offer a painting or powder coating
service & most letters can be fitted with
LED modules. Our prices are very
competitive and offer a prompt service.

AES SIGNS LTD (EST. 1972)

The Old Laundry, 15 Barratt Street,
Easton, Bristol BS5 6DE
Tel: 0117 951 0234
sales@aessigns.co.uk
www.aessigns.co.uk

Specialist manufacturers of built-up/flat
cut letters, logos in stainless steel,
brass, aluminium etc. Very competitive
prices, excellent delivery, highest
quality, full design service. Prompt
response to all enquiries.

Tel: +44 (0)1274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk

AVENUE SIGNS LTD

216-222 Luton Road, Chatham,
Kent ME4 5BS
Tel: 01634 841300
info@avenuesigns.co.uk
www.avenuesigns.co.uk

Specialists in stainless steel letter
fabrication sprayed to your specification.
Neon and transformers, etc. also made
to suit.

CENTRE SIGNS (UK) LTD

Alexander House, Iliffe Avenue,
Oadby, Leicester LE2 5LH
Tel: 0116 271 4247
graphics@centresigns.co.uk
www.centresigns.co.uk

Specialist metal fabricators to the sign
trade only. Built up letters in Stainless
Steel, Aluminium, Gold Titanium
Stainless, Brass and Copper. LED
illumination for all builtup letters
available. “LUMA” lettering is our
speciality. Fabricated Aluminium and
Stainless boxes to any shape also the
option of LEDS available.
Powdercoating and Wet spraying is
another option for all our lettering.

FABRICUT

Unit 2 Browells Lane, Feltham,
Middlesex, TW13 7EQ
Tel: 020 8751 7250
mailus@fabricut.co.uk
www.fabricut.co.uk

Trade suppliers of 3D built up letters
and logos. Full LED service available for
Halo or Face illumination. Stove
enameling available from BS, RAL and
Pantone colours. Fast turnaround with
competitive prices.

FABSIGN

280a High Street, Berkhamsted,
Herts, HP41AH
Tel: 01442 386 618
Mob: 07739 364 613
info@fabsign.co.uk
www.fabsign.co.uk

Fabsign are a company who specialise
in built up letters and logos and metal
fabrications. We are experts in this field
so we can offer our customers a non
compromising service to manufacture to
their requirements and expectations at
the lowest prices available. We also
supply flat cut letters and logos in any
material. So give us a call and let us see
what we can do for you.

Tel: 0113 2242124
sales@icesigns.co.uk
www.icesigns.co.uk

LOGOTECH DISPLAY
SOLUTIONS LTD

Unit 6, Atley Business Pk, North
Nelson Ind Est, Cramlington,
Newcastle Upon Tyne NE23 1WP
Tel: 01670 737 225
sales@logotech-ltd.co.uk
www.logo-tech.co.uk

In our fully equipped metal department
we produce high quality built up
letters/logos in aluminium, stainless,
brass and copper. Supplied to the trade
nationwide, at a very competitive price.
We also manufacture boxes, post signs,
gantry signs, frames and panels, which
can be finished to your specifications.
We have our own in-house neon
department and can supply you with the
complete sign service, ready for you to
install.

SIGN HERE

179 Fosse Road North, Leicester,
LE3 5EZ
Tel: 08085 428021
sales@sign-here.co.uk
www.sign-here.co.uk

Trade service for flat cut lettering &
logos in Acrylic Foamex, Dibond,
Aluminum, Stainless steel & MDF. We
will give you a professional reliable &
efficient service at a competitive price.
From a single letter to a fully illuminated
sign ready for installation. For a quote or
just friendly advice contact us. We are
here to help.

SYGNET SIGNS LTD

129 Humberstone Rd, Leicester,
LE5 3AP
Tel: 0116 262 6288
sales@sygnetsigns.com
www.sygnetsigns.com

Nationwide specialist trade suppliers of
ali/stainless steel 3D built ups.
Brushed/Satin/Mill/chemically coloured
finishes. 1050 grade ali, 316 or 304
grade s/s. We can also supply a variety
of back trays to suit and fit LEDs/Neon
etc for face/halo illumination. All works
carried out in-house. (we also supply flat
cut text/logos).

CABLE DISPLAY SYSTEMS

E-SIGNFITTINGS HOBDAY LTD

57 Aston Brook Street East, Aston,
Birmingham, B6 4RR
Tel: 0121 608 4431
sales@e-signfittings.co.uk
www.e-signfittings.co.uk

E-Signfittings are one of the largest
suppliers of Cable & Rod Display
Systems in the UK. We have large
stocks available on next day delivery for
orders received before 3pm. Other
products in our range include Standoffs,
Screw Head Covers, Poster Hanging
Systems, Sign Hanging Systems,
Leaflet Holders and Poster Displays.
Visit our web site to check our current
stock levels and fantastic prices.

CAST SIGNS

SIGNS OF THE TIMES LTD

Wingfield Road Tebworth, Beds,
LU7 9QG
Tel: 01525 874 185
enquiries@sott.co.uk
www.sott.co.uk

Specialists in the manufacture of quality
cast signs - mainly cast in polyurethane
but also grp, bronze, brass and
aluminium. All patterns are made by our
in house pattern maker to your
specification. A few millimetres up to
several metres in size. Cast signs for
town entrances, buildings, way finding
fingerpost signs, blue plaques, street
signs.

WARD SIGNS

Maze House, Maze Street, Barton
Hill, Bristol BS5 9TE
Tel: 0117 955 3385
info@ward-signs.co.uk
www.ward-signs.co.uk

Plaques, Crests, Lettering. In aluminium
and Bronze. From Pattern Making to
Finishing in Stove Enamel. 60 Years of
Experience.

CHEMICAL ETCHING

AES SIGNS LTD (EST. 1972)

The Old Laundry, 15 Barratt Street,
Easton, Bristol BS5 6DE
Tel: 0117 951 0234
sales@aesigns.co.uk
www.aessigns.co.uk

The complete sign service.
Engraved/etched screen printed, signs,
nameplates, etc in all materials. Very
competitive prices, excellent delivery,
highest quality. Full design service.
Prompt response to all enquiries.
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COUNTY ENGRAVERS & SIGNS
LTD

Unit 5, Trent View Court, Moreland
Street, Nottingham NG2 3FX

Tel: 0115 985 1171
sales@countyengravers-signs.co.uk
www.countyengravers-signs.co.uk
Fine detail etching of brass and
stainless steel. Engraving of all types of
plaques, plates, labels and control
panels in a wide range of materials.
Laser Engraving and Component
Marking. Full colour printing from labels
to wide format.

DARTFORD ENGRAVING &
SCREENPRINTING LTD

We are established specialists in
chemical etching. WE ARE THE ONLY
TRADE ONLY SIGN ETCHING
SPECIALISTS IN THE UK. We can offer
effects that nobody else can do such as
complex blended colours. All our
stainless steel is 316 marine grade, we
don’t use inferior grades & our brass is
the best too. We want your business so
will give you a fast turnaround &
excellent service.

Unit 3, Roberts Street, Forfar,
Angus, DD8 3DG

Tel: 01322 340 194
mail@desp.co.uk
www.desp.co.uk

DESP has been trading for over 55
years. Chemical Etching, Screen
Printing, CNC engraving, Laser
Engraving, Heavy Duty Machine
engraving (ALL CARRIED OUT
INHOUSE), including artwork. So
whether its a 1 off or 1,000s off, we can
offer a quick competitive turnround.

HALLMARK ENGRAVING
ETCHING & SIGNS LTD (EST. 1899)

Tel: 01307 463997
info@signindustries.com
www.signindustries.com

SIGN INDUSTRIES are specialist
TRADE MANUFACTURERS of etched
Stainless Steel, Brass, and Bronze. We
also Laser Engrave Plastics and Wood
as stand alone products as well as
moulds for castings. SIGN
INDUSTRIES normally work with 3 mm
thick material, and can etch bend and
weld Stainless Steel up to 3 metres x
1.5 metres, and down to small
sequential tags for wiring looms.

TRADE ETCHING DIRECT LTD

Unit 2, Ashgrove Farm, Piltdown,
Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 3XN

10 Pywell Court, Pywell Road,
Corby, Northants, NN17 5WA

Tel: 020 8686 6649
sales@hallmarksigns.co.uk
www.hallmarksigns.co.uk

SUPERFAST and efficient trade service
for ALL commercial and industrial
etching, using the latest technology and
computerised equipment. One-off
urgent specials or long runs no problem.
Full graphics and artwork service for
logos, crests and designs. Specialists
for commemorative plaques, company
name plates and awards in all metals
and plastics. Professionally designeddrawings supplied free.

IMPACT ENGRAVING

23-23 Rabans Close, Aylesbury,
Bucks, HP19 8RS

Tel: 01296 488902
Mob: 07957 870 756
andy@impactengraving.co.uk
www.impactengraving.co.uk

REAL Trade prices for chemical etching,
brass and stainless steel a speciality.
ULTRA FAST DELIVERY

MOCKRIDGE LABELS &
NAMEPLATES LTD

Cavendish Street, Ashton-underLyne, Lancs OL6 7QL
Specialists in chemically etched
nameplates. Brass, Stainless Steel and
Anodised Aluminium. Any size up to
2400 x 1200mm (8ft x 4ft). One-offs up
to 5000+. trade work is totally
confidential.
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Tel: 01670 512090
sales@multitechnic.co.uk
www.multitechnic.co.uk

SIGN INDUSTRIES

Unit 4 Power Works Industrial
Estate, Slade green Road, Erith,
Kent DA8 2HY

Tel: 0161 308 2331
sales@mockridge.com
www.mockridge.com

MULTITECHNIC LTD (EST. 1972)

Coopies Lane, Morpeth,
Northumberland NE61 6JQ

Tel: 01536 203813
sales@tradeetching.com
www.tradeetching.com

Trade Etching Direct Ltd is a wellestablished chemical etching company
specialising in high quality etched
signage. Our work is 100% guaranteed.
Our etching machines are specially
designed for deep etching. We can offer
gradient fills, a range of patina finishes
and hand filled complex multi colours,
on a wide range of metals. We can
produce etched signs up to 4m x 2m in
size.

CHROME PLATED LETTERS

SIGNTRADE LETTERS LTD

225 Long Lane, London N3 2RL
Tel: 08085 456700
sales@signtrade.co.uk
www.signtrade.co.uk

ChromaForm; the NEW generation of
Chrome effect letters. We now offer a
complete range of ChromaForm Letters
for a 7 day turnaround not available
anywhere else. We can also supply and
fit LED lights to the ChromaForm range
of letters for an even better effect. Ring
Susan or Lesley for details and
samples.
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CNC ROUTING & ENGRAVING
MACHINES

ATA ENGINEERING
PROCESSES

ATA House, Unit B, Boundry Way,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7SS
Tel: 01442 264411
sales@ataeng.com
www.ataeng.com

The Atacama range of CNC routers and
Lasers offers a wide variety of options
from 3 axis machines and 4 axis
Routers and Metal and Non Metal
Cutting CNC Lasers.

COAT OF ARMS

BRYAN RAWLINGS DESIGN

45 Nunney Close, Keynsham,
Bristol BS31 1XG
Tel: 0117 986 7894 / 7291
bryan@bryanrawlings.com
www.bryanrawlings.com

Designers and makers of coats of arms,
emblems and all types of sculptural and
decorative signage. GRP, cast resins,
metals, detailed hand painting and
much more. Large range of royal coats
of arms available. Specialist suppliers to
the sign trade.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES LTD

Wingfield Road Tebworth, Beds,
LU7 9QG
Tel: 01525 874 185
enquiries@sott.co.uk
www.sott.co.uk

Cast in polyurethane with detail in relief
and hand painted full colours. May be
cast on their own or as part of an
entrance sign, blue plaque or street sign
etc. We also cast coats of arms in
aluminium, grp or bronze. Please send
details for a quotation.

WARD SIGNS

Maze House, Maze Street, Barton
Hill, Bristol BS5 9TE
Tel: 0117 955 3385
info@ward-signs.co.uk
www.ward-signs.co.uk

Wards of Bristol Specialise in
manufacture, restoration and accurate
reproduction of historic and modern
coats of arms. We are able to produce
from originals, information from heraldic
associations, or even from a
photograph. Check our website for
recent projects.

COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS

51/59 Waterworks Rd. Norwich NR2
4DA
Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk

Manufacturers of plaques in stainless
steel, brass and aluminium, chemically
or machine engraved, colour filled to
your choice. Logos and text from
artwork supplied.

SIGN INDUSTRIES

Unit 3, Roberts Street, Forfar,
Angus, DD8 3DG
Tel: 01307 463997
info@signindustries.com
www.signindustries.com

Sign Industries is one of the UK’s
leading sign making manufacturers,
offering a broad range of memorial and
commemorative plaques in many
varying styles using the finest materials
such as bronze, brass, stainless steel
and wood. You can now create your
own custom plaques and nameplates
and order them directly from our
website.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES LTD

Wingfield Road Tebworth, Beds,
LU7 9QG
Tel: 01525 874 185
enquiries@sott.co.uk
www.sott.co.uk

Cast blue plaques with detail in relief.
Usually cast in solid rigid polyurethane
and painted blue background with white,
silver or gold letters. Send us artwork or
copy of the text for a quote.

WARD SIGNS

Maze House, Maze Street, Barton
Hill, Bristol BS5 9TE
Tel: 0117 955 3385
info@ward-signs.co.uk
www.ward-signs.co.uk

Wards of Bristol have produced
countless cast metal commemorative
blue plaques, but also specialise in
traditional bronze plaques and custom
3D hand crafted plaques, which are
hand painted to depict scenes of
historical events, places and figures.

CUT-OUT LETTERS

APPLELEC

Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park,
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: +44 (0)1274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk

Trade suppliers of flat cut out letters,
logos and intricate laser work. Lettering
in a variety of materials such as acrylic,
foamex, dibond, stainless steel,
aluminium and MDF is available in
different finishes and supplied with or
without fixings. Please ask for an
information pack or contact one of our
friendly and experienced sales staff for
assistance. (3D built up lettering is also
available).

I.C.E.

Tannery Works, 12 Whingate,
Leeds LS12 3BL
Tel: 0113 224 2124
sales@icesigns.co.uk
www.icesigns.co.uk

Manufacturers of flat cut letters in ALL
materials. Incl. Acrylic, Foamex, MDF,
Stainless Steel, Brass, Copper, Corian.
Many finishes available- Gilding,
painting, powdercoating, lacquering. A
special service at a competitive price.

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS

51-59 Waterworks Road, Norwich
NR2 4DA.

Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk

A fully comprehensive service to the
trade in acrylic, foam PVC, MDF, brass
and aluminium. Contact us for price list
or quotation.

SIGN HERE

179 Fosse Road North, Leicester,
LE3 5EZ

Tel: 08085 428021
sales@sign-here.co.uk
www.sign-here.co.uk

Trade service for flat cut lettering &
logos in Acrylic Foamex, Dibond,
Aluminum, Stainless steel & MDF. We
will give you a professional reliable &
efficient service at a competitive price.
From a single letter to a fully illuminated
sign ready for installation. For a quote or
just friendly advice contact us. We are
here to help.

SIGNTRADE LETTERS LTD

225 Long Lane, London N3 2RL

Tel: 08085 456700
sales@signtrade.co.uk
www.signtrade.co.uk

Plastic is our speciality including Flat
Cut lettering in Perspex, foam pvc and
aluminium composite. All supplied with
locators and template as standard. We
also offer a complete range of Moulded
letters in Perspex and ChromaForm,
offering over 60 years experience.

SYGNET SIGNS LTD

129 Humberstone Rd, Leicester,
LE5 3AP
Tel: 0116 262 6288
sales@sygnetsigns.com
www.sygnetsigns.com

We have over 5000 styles to choose
from or you can send your own artwork.
Letters/logos available in acrylic, foam,
mdf, polycarb, dibond, stainless steel
and much more. All cut by router or
laser. With or without fixings. All works
carried out in-house (we also
manufacture built ups and much more).

DIGITAL PRINT

MOCKRIDGE LABELS &
NAMEPLATES LTD

Cavendish Street, Ashton-underLyne, Lancs OL6 7QL

Tel: 0161 308 2331
sales@mockridge.com
www.mockridge.com

Full Colour Digitally printed self
adhesive labels, full colour sub-surface
printed overlays, full colour nameplates,
including plaques and signs. Low Cost.
Quick turnaround.

MORCANT DESIGNS LTD

Unit 6, Tom Johnston Road, West
Pitkerro Industrial Estate, Dundee
DD4 8XD
Tel: 01382 686 286
Mob: 07712 654757
sales@morcant-designs.co.uk
www.morcant-designs.co.uk

Full colour digital printed graphics:
monomeric, polymeric, cast or vehicle
wrap vinyls. Full colour canvases,
banners, roller banners, pop-up frames.
Full colour signs, name-plates. All of
these at very competitive prices and
quick turnaround times.

SIGNWAVES

Lefevre Way, Gapton Hall Industrial
Estate, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
NR31 0NW
Tel: 01493 419300
www.signwaves.co.uk

Signwaves is a UK manufacturer of sign
and display products for internal and
external use. The range includes
pavement signs and a-boards (including
Swinger and Ecoflex signage),
snapframes, poster mounting and
exhibition displays. Signwaves also offer
trade exclusive Stand-Off Sign Fixings
and Premier A-Board Frames with low
prices guaranteed.

DIGITAL PRINTED SIGNS

AVENUE SIGNS LTD

216-222 Luton Road, Chatham,
Kent ME4 5BS
Tel: 01634 841300
info@avenuesigns.co.uk
www.avenuesigns.co.uk

Trade service for digital printing and
laminating up to 1600mm wide. Printing
onto vinyl, banner, canvas, paper, etc.

DIGITAL PRINTER SUPPLIES

ARTSYSTEMS

Units 10 – 12 Glaisdale Point
,Glaisdale Parkway, Nottingham
NG8 4GP
Tel: 0115 9380 380
marketing@artsytems.co.uk
www.artsystems.co.uk

UK Trade Distributor for HP Designjet,
HP Latex, HP UV printers, Colortrac
scanners, Summa Cutters, and Onyx
RIPs. ISO 9001, ISO14001 Certified HP
and Canon consumables, Neschen
media and our own large format media
range called Xativa.

BISBELL MAGNETIC
PRODUCTS LTD.

Hillfield Lane, Stretton, Burton on
Trent, Staffs DE13 0BN
Tel: 01283 531000
sales@bisbellmagnets.com
www.bisbellmagnets.com

The UK’s widest range of digitally
printable wide format magnetic and ferro
sheet (both over 1200mm wide).
Maxmag vehicle grade magnetic
materials available in white, plain or
adhesive backed - by roll or cut to your
specific requirements. Also available
neo magnets, vehicle roof magnets,
sign grippers and a full range of high
tape to suit every budget and
application.

DORO TAPE (UK) LTD

New Mill, Farndon Road, Market
Harborough, Leics LE16 9NP
Tel: 01858 431 642
sales@dorotape.co.uk
www.dorotape.co.uk

Specialists in media for digital printing,
Doro Tape supply products from major
European manufactures including
Ritrama, Aslan, Xerox and Poli-Tape for
all large format printers. Whether it’s for
sign graphics; interior exhibition or retail
displays; floor graphics or vehicle
wraps, Doro can supply the right
product. Contact Doro Tape for expert
advice on digital media.

MACTAC UK LTD

37 Tenter Road, Moulton Park,
Northampton NN3 6AX
Tel: 01604 644697
www.mactac.eu

MACtac are global manufactures of selfadhesive material for wide-format Digital
Printing (Water Based, Solvent, EcoSolvent, Latex & UV) with Print Profiles
to match these materials that are
designed for Vehicle Wrapping, Wall,
Street, Floor and Window Graphics.
Many Laminates available include wood
& metal effects. Some products are
Class O fire-rated and CBS Outdoors
(formerly Viacom) approved.

DMX LED SYSTEMS

MEGALED LTD

236-242 Alma Road, Enfield EN3
7BB
Tel: +44 (0)208 432 0995
led@megaled.com
www.megaled.com

Specialist led lighting; lights, multichannel DMX LED light controllers,
system design and custom light
programming is the norm at MegaLED!
We offer a complete service and full
range of custom DMX led driver cards,
DMX splitters, DMX mains relays, led
dimmers and more. If you have any led
lighting projects requiring light control or
dimming, please call: 0208 432 0995 for
a brilliant solution.

DOMES & DISHES

PROJECT PLASTICS LTD

Unit 7 Grange Way Business Park,
Whitehill Industrial Estate,
Colchester, Essex CO2 8HF
Tel: 01206 868 696
project.plastics@btinternet.com
www.projectplastics.co.uk

Manufacturing and stocking clear acrylic
domes and dishes in over 25 sizes and
all produced on site at our factory in
Colchester. We also stock over 170
different size blowing rings for other
shapes and weird and wonderful
diameters. Pans, dishes,squares,oblong
and ovals are our speciality.

TALBOT DESIGNS LTD

225 Long Lane, Finchley London
N3 2RL
Tel: 020 8346 8515
sales@talbotdesigns.co.uk
www.talbotdesigns.co.uk

With 70 years of making Domes &
Dishes, our Teedy Domes have set the
standard. With our vast range of tooling
we can make almost any size – so just
ask. We are now the first to offer
unbreakable Polycarbonate Domes.

DOUBLE SIDED TAPES &
ADHESIVES

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIES LTD

Britannia House, Granville Road,
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2BJ
Tel: 01622 689 410
www.signtradesupplies.co.uk

Sign Trade Supplies has a wide range
of double sided tapes and adhesives
designed specifically for the sign making
industry. The Stykra branded products
provide unrivalled performance at an
excellent price point. Our range of tapes
include Structural bonding tapes, Toffee
Tape, Banner Hemming Tape, Single
Sided Banner Tape, 1mm Foam Tape,
POS tape, Hook & Loop Tape and many
more.

EDGELIT SIGNS

APPLELEC

Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park,
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: 01274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk

Manufacturers of edge lit signs
incorporating a variety of extruded
profile options along with bespoke
engraved acrylic panels. With award
winning and cost effective LED modules
and a choice of mounting or hanging
shop fitting kits, Applelec supplies an
unrivalled range of edge lit trade
components. Please ask for an
information pack or contact our friendly
and experienced sales staff for
assistance.
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KINGS PLASTICS LTD

The Signbuild Centre, Kelso House,
Waterloo Street, St Philips, Bristol,
BS2 0PH
Tel: 0117 9411 411
enquiry@kingsplastics.co.uk
www.kingsplastics.co.uk

Edgelits are our speciality, we supply
our tracks with integral or separate
power supplies. Single colour or fully
programmable RGB colour changing all
up to 3mtrs long. Panels cnc engraved
and lasered engraved. We supply three
tracks the Reflex, Miniflex & Dualflex.
For images and prices please visit our
online shop or contact our experienced
sales team.

MEGALED LTD

Unit 4 Power Works Industrial
Estate, Slade green Road, Erith,
Kent DA8 2HY
Tel: 01322 340 194
mail@desp.co.uk
www.desp.co.uk

DESP has been trading for over 55
years. CNC engraving, Laser engraving,
Heavy Duty machine engraving,
Chemical etching, Screen Printing, (ALL
CARRIED OUT INHOUSE), including
artwork. So whether its a 1 off or 1,000
off, we can offer a quick competitive
turnround.

FIRST SIGNS & LABELS LTD

Unit 1, Raynham Close, Raynham
Rd Ind Estate, Raynham Road,
Bishops Stortford, Herts, CM23 5JP

236-242 Alma Road, Enfield EN3
7BB
Tel: +44 (0)208 432 0995
led@megaled.com
www.megaled.com

MegaLED are pioneers in edge lighting.
Providing a professional LED
illumination service and the most
impressive range of ‘designer’edge lit
signs available anywhere. Specialist led
lighting and display designs.
Manufacturers of quality contemporary
edge lit signs in both glass and acrylic.
For award-winning led lighting,
wayfinding, retail and architectural
projects, call us on: 0208 432 0995

ENGRAVING

AES SIGNS LTD (EST. 1972)

The Old Laundry, 15 Barratt street,
Easton, Bristol, BS5 6DE
Tel: 0117 951 0234
sales@aessigns.co.uk
www.aessigns.co.uk

The complete sign service Engraved /
Etched & Screen Printed signs
Nameplates etc. in all materials. Very
competitive prices, excellent delivery,
highest quality, full design service,
prompt response to all enquires

ALAN ROBERTS ENGRAVERS

Tel: 01279 467999
sales@firstsignsandlabels.co.uk
www.firstsignsandlabels.co.uk

We manufacture and engrave
nameplates, Labels, Tags, Switchplates,
Mimics, Brass Plates, Components,
Warning labels, Plaques, Logo’s and
Signs. We also produce printed fire &
Safety Signs & Vinyl Graphics.

HALLMARK ENGRAVING
ETCHING & SIGNS LTD (EST.
1899)

Unit 2, Ashgrove Farm, Piltdown,
Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 3XN
Tel: 020 8686 6649
sales@hallmarksigns.co.uk
www.hallmarksigns.co.uk

Superfast and reliable trade service with
100 years experience for all etching,
routing and profiling. Specialists for
nameplate and commemorative plaques
in bronze, brass, aluminium, stainless
and plastics. Logos and crests. High
quality graphics - drawings free of
charge. Precision industrial engravers of
panels, labels and moulds. Keytop
specialist. Presentation silverware and
glass engraving experts.

IMPACT ENGRAVING

27 Thingwall Drive, Irby Village,
Wirral, CH61 3XN

22-23 Rabans Close, Aylesbury,
Bucks, HP19 8RS

Tel: 0151 709 3404
mail@alanrobertsengravers.co.uk
www.alanrobertsengravers.co.uk

Tel: 01296 488902
Mob: 07957 870 756
andy@impactengraving.co.uk
www.impactengraving.co.uk

Fast Confidential Engraving Service to
the trade. We can provide plaques,
nameplates, control panels, safety
signs, switch plates, commemorative
plaques with unveiling unit (on hire
basis), bespoke signs and labels etc.

COUNTY ENGRAVERS & SIGNS
LTD

Unit 5, Trent View Court, Moreland
Street, Nottingham NG2 3FX

Tel: 0115 985 1171
sales@countyengravers-signs.co.uk
www.countyengravers-signs.co.uk

Engravers of all types of plaques,
plates, labels and control panels in a
wide range of materials. Fine detail
etching in brass and stainless steel.
Industrial and Laser Engraving and
Component Marking. Full colour printing
from labels to wide format.

90 Sign Update

DARTFORD ENGRAVING &
SCREENPRINTING LTD

REAL Trade prices for Engraving and
chemical etching, rotary, diamond, laser
and acid. Control panels, data plates
etc. Stainless steel, Traffolyte, special
laminates, brass, aluminium etc. ULTRA
FAST DELIVERY !

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS

51/59 Waterworks Rd. Norwich NR2
4DA
Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk

Manufacturers of all types of plates or
plaques, machine engraved or
chemically etched using a variety of
materials, brass, stainless steel,
aluminium, plastics and wood. For high
quality and intricate detail with colour
infills to your choice.
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ESTIMATING SOFTWARE

GOFASO SOFTWARE

129 Devizes Road, Hilperton,
Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 7SZ
www.gofaso.com

Gofaso Software makes quoting fast
and easy! Gofaso has been specialised
for Sign companies, providing userfriendly calculation templates, workshop
management, invoicing and customer
relations upkeep. With module E-CRM
you can make use of QR-codes on
worksheets. Gofaso includes startling
new tips and innovative techniques
giving your company the strongest
advantage.

FINGERPOST SIGNS

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
LTD

Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852 888
sales@signscape.co.uk
www.signscape.co.uk

Serving the Sign Trade for over 40
years, we are a leading manufacturer of
modular sign systems, notice boards &
information displays. Our high quality
Fingerpost system combines aluminium
or steel posts, with double skin fingerarms, making it highly durable, and ideal
for public locations. Choose from
Chevron, Bull-nosed or Square ended
finger arms, available in standard or
custom lengths.

FLAME POLISHERS

I-SPI LTD

47 Mansionhouse Road, Mount
Vernon, Glasgow G32 0RP
Tel: 0141 764 1600
sales@ispitrade.com
www.ispitrade.com

I-SPI Trade supplier of CE approved
flame polishers. The simplest way to
add a crystal clear, glass like edge to
acrylic. Machines to suit every budget
all at THE REAL TRADE PRICE. Visit
our web site for more info or give
Stephen or Sean a call and we can
answer any questions you may have.

FLAT CUT LETTERS

ACCENT SIGNS LTD

Units 4, Broadcott Ind. Est., Station
Rd., Cradley Heath B64 6NT
Tel: 0121 561 4600
accsign1@aol.com
www.accentsignsltd.co.uk

Accent Signs have been supplying the
sign trade with quality flat cut letters in
Acrylic, ACM, Foam PVC, MDF and
other substrates for over 30 years. Our
letters are supplied with Plastic
Locators, Brass Locators or VHB tape,
complete with fixing templates or fixing
stencils if required. Fast turnaround and
confidentiality assured.

APPLELEC

Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park,
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: +44 (0)1274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk

Trade suppliers of flat cut out letters,
logos and intricate laser work. We offer
lettering in a variety of materials such as
acrylic, foamex, dibond, stainless steel,
aluminium and MDF in different finishes
and supplied with or without fixings.
Please ask for an information pack or
contact one of our friendly and
experienced sales staff for assistance.
(3D built up lettering is also available).

CENTRE SIGNS (UK) LTD

Alexander House, Lliffe Avenue,
Oadby, Leicester LE2 5LH
Tel: 0116 271 4247
graphics@centresigns.co.uk
www.centresigns.co.uk

Trade only supplier for all Flat cut
lettering and Logo’s. Available in
Stainless steel, Aluminium, Alupanel,
Dibond, Perspex, Foamex,
Polycarbonate, Brass and all composite
materials. Laser cutting and Router
cutting services as standard. Painted
finished are always available. We can
supply with or without fixings and
always with marked fitting templates.
We also supply Builtup Metal lettering.

FABRICUT

Unit 2 Browells Lane, Feltham,
Middlesex, TW13 7EQ
Tel: 020 8751 7250
mailus@fabricut.co.uk
www.fabricut.co.uk

Trade suppliers of flat cut letters and
logos etc with a 24 hr next day service
available. Lots of materials to choose
from: Foamex, Perspex, Composites,
MDF, Ply, Aluminium, Polished/Brushed
Stainless. Aluminium Composite trays
signs folded, glued ready for you to
hang. Plastic, brass & nickel locators,
various studs & sleeves, 3M VHB tape,
drilling templates also available.

MORCANT DESIGNS LTD

Unit 6, Tom Johnston Road, West
Pitkerro Industrial Estate, Dundee
DD4 8XD
Tel: 01382 686 286
sales@morcant-designs.co.uk
www.morcant-designs.co.uk

Trade suppliers of flat cut letters and
logos. We offer lettering in a variety of
materials such as acrylic, foamex,
dibond, stainless steel and aluminium
which are supplied with or without
fixings and templates. We also supply
3D built up lettering in stainless steel or
acrylic.

SIGN HERE

179 Fosse Road North, Leicester,
LE3 5EZ

Tel: 08085 428021
sales@sign-here.co.uk
www.sign-here.co.uk

Trade service for flat cut lettering &
logos in Acrylic Foamex, Dibond,
Aluminum, Stainless steel & MDF. We
will give you a professional reliable &
efficient service at a competitive price.
From a single letter to a fully illuminated
sign ready for installation. For a quote or
just friendly advice contact us. We are
here to help.

SYGNET SIGNS LTD

129 Humberstone Rd, Leicester,
LE5 3AP
Tel: 0116 262 6288
sales@sygnetsigns.com
www.sygnetsigns.com

We have over 5000 styles to choose
from or you can send your own artwork.
Letters/logos available in acrylic, foam,
mdf, polycarb, dibond, stainless steel
and much more. All cut by router or
laser. With or without fixings. All works
carried out in-house (we also
manufacture built ups and much more).

FLEXIBLE FACE SIGNAGE

BROWNINGS LTD

157 English Street, Hull, HU3 2BT

Tel: 01482 380900
sales@browningsltd.co.uk
www.browningsltd.co.uk

Brownings is one of the largest, TRADE
ONLY suppliers of signage products in
the UK. The Company manufacture
everything from poster frames to
flexface signs. We can supply you
lengths of extrusions, signs in kit form or
make the whole sign for you. We utilise
the Signcomp suite including Econoflex,
Retroframe and Fascia Frame. All signs
are to your individual, specific
requirements.

MIDA SIGN SERVICES UK LTD

Welbeck Street South, AshtonUnder-Lyne OL6 7QZ
Tel: 0161 8 300 600
info@midasignservices.co.uk
www.midasignservices.co.uk

Specialised installers of all flexible faced
systems. Nationwide service.
Illuminated or non-illuminated. We can
supply and install. Call for details.

GENERAL SIGN SUPPLIERS

BROWNINGS LTD

157 English Street, Hull, HU3 2BT
Tel: 01482 380900
sales@browningsltd.co.uk
www.browningsltd.co.uk

Brownings is one of the largest, TRADE
ONLY suppliers of signage products in
the UK. We manufacture poster frames,
menu cases, slimlocks, signtrim,
troughlights, acrylic-faced light boxes,
flexfaced signage and now our new
Texsign frames for internal use. We
supply in any size or quantity, from 1
offs to multiple rollouts either as lengths
of extrusion, in kit form or as made-up
signs.

KINGS PLASTICS LTD

The Signbuild Centre, Kelso House,
Waterloo Street, St Philips, Bristol,
BS2 0PH
Tel: 0117 9411 411
enquiry@kingsplastics.co.uk
www.kingsplastics.co.uk

For all types of sign. Individual flatcut &
built up lettering, illuminated with LED’s.
Edgelite signs, Illuminated signs,
Modular sign systems, Frames &
panels, engraving on plastics,
aluminium and brass, labels and
stencils. LED’s & convertors etc. Also
material supplies cut to size & laser
cutting. A complete service to the trade.
For further information, check out our
website & online shop.

GOLD LEAF SUPPLIERS

GOLD LEAF SUPPLIES

Unit C, Ogmore Court, Abergarw
Ind. Est. Brynmenyn, CF32 9LW
Tel: 01656 720 566
info@goldleafsupplies.co.uk
www.goldleafsupplies.co.uk

Highest quality products and a prompt
reliable service. For all your Gold leaf,
Gilding and Traditional Signwriting
materials. All qualities of Gold leaf from
6ct to 24ct. Extensive range of products
and full product support.

HABBERLEY MEADOWS

5 Saxon Way, Chelmsley Wood,
Birmingham B37 5AY

Tel: 0121 770 0103
gold@habberleymeadows.co.uk
www.habberleymeadows.co.uk

We stock a full range of gold leaf and
silver leaf gilding supplies, gold gilding
products and gilding materials. Our staff
are expert gold beaters who produce
very high quality gold leaf.

INSTALLATION CONTRACTORS

ANDY MAC SIGN SERVICES (EST.

1992)

4 Central Close, Hadleigh, Essex
SS7 2NU
Mob: 07850 060 840

Our highly experienced sign installation
crews based in Essex offer you the
quality of service you deserve. All
aspects of signage covered across the
U.K. including neon, flex face and vinyl.
CSCS, IPAF, PASMA certificated

BIRCH SIGN SERVICES

Unit 3, Wickham Business Park,
Honywood Road, Basildon, Essex,
SS14 3EQ
Tel: 01268 284 400
Mob: 07967 190089
lou@birchsigns.com
www.birchsigns.com

“The largest independent sign
installation and maintenance company
in the UK.” Specialists in all sign work,
large or small, neon, LED, all Flexface
systems, illuminated, non illuminated
and vinyl. Corporate change over
specialists.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

BluePrint Signs & Garments, 20
Apsley Road, St Helier, Jersey,
Channel Islands, JE2 4LR
Tel: 01534 857633
Mob: 07700 800 999
paul@blueprintsigns.co.uk
www.blueprintsigns.co.uk

Blueprint Signs & Garments offers a
professional signage production and
installation service throughout the
Channel Islands, fully qualified crews
based in Jersey completely cover all of
the Channel Islands inclusive of
Guernsey, Sark, Herm and Alderney.

GLOBAL ERECTING SIGN
SERVICES LTD (EST. 1996)

Ascension House, Phoenix
Business Park, St Neots,
Cambridgeshire, PE19 8EP
Tel: 01480 211948
info@gessltd.co.uk
www.gess.uk.com

The complete package. We offer an
exemplary installation service for all
types of signage, from street level to
extreme high level, specialising in
abseiling. We have full Public and
Company Liability Insurance. For each
installation we provide a full project
management service, from site survey
to sign off and provide a full Risk and
Method Statement prior to any works
being undertaken.

JPH SIGN INSTALLATION LTD

Tamworth, Staffs B77 5BX
Mob: 07482 720335
www.jphsignfitter.co.uk

JPH Signs are an up and coming UK
Sign & Vinyl Company. From Shopfronts
to Flex faces, From Window
Manifestation to Digital Wall Prints, we
handle it all and our Portfolio can be
seen via our website. Midlands Based
UK Coverage. Continuously over the
past 18months to work with some of the
UK’s biggest sign companies.

MEDIA ABSEILING

69 Soulbury Road, Leighton
Buzzard, Beds, LU7 2RW
Tel: 0845 345 7712
Mob: 07702 950 218
info@mediaabseiling.com
www.mediaabseiling.com

Rope access company specialising in
the installation and maintenance of all
types of signage, banners and lighting.
We operate nationwide and throughout
Europe and provide advice, site visits,
fast turnaround and most importantly
award-winning results.

PERFECTIONIST PROJECTS
LTD

Dittons Road, Polegate, BN26 6HY
Tel: 01323 489361
www.perfectionistprojects.co.uk

Our unbranded installation crews are
very experienced, fully qualified and are
all directly employed by us, we do not
sub-contract out work - this ensures
clear and accurate communication at all
times. We are available at short notice
to assist your company anywhere in the
UK with a complete range of
professional services.

SIGN INSTALL

Rayford House, School Road,
Hove, Sussex, BN35HX
Tel: 01903 866 101
www.sign-install.co.uk

We’ll take all the hassel, you make all
the profit. Offering the complete
package, from installation of signs and
graphics down to waste signage
removal. Fully Health and Safety
Compliant expert signage installation
teams, at affordable realistic prices.
Covering the South East, London and
the Midlands.

SIGN INSTALLATIONS (EST. 1995)

2-4 Foredown Drive, Portslade,
East Sussex BN41 2BB
Tel: 01273 424900
sales@sussexsigns.com
www.sign-installations.co.uk

Let us be your professional sign
installation team, in London, Sussex,
Hampshire, Surrey and Kent. With 25
years of sign installation experience, our
neatly presented fitting crews will work
for you to increase your profits.
Customer service and client
confidentiality are paramount, so you
can be sure your hard earned reputation
is in safe hands.

SIGNS & GRAPHICS
INSTALLATIONS

40 Sherwell Valley Road, Torquay,
Devon TQ2 6EY

Tel: 01803 701 887
steve@signsandgraphicsinstallatio
ns.co.uk
www.signsandgraphicsinstallations.
co.uk

Signs & Graphics Installations offer a
one-stop installation and maintenance
service, providing a whole package:
surveying, project managing, installation
and maintenance. Once we receive your
order our professional sign fitting crew
will be able to install, maintain and finish
your signage to the highest standard.

MIDA SIGN SERVICES UK LTD

Welbeck Street South, AshtonUnder-Lyne OL6 7QZ
Tel: 0161 8 300 600
info@midasignservices.co.uk
www.midasignservices.co.uk

Professional installation and
maintenance of all types of signage,
graphics and banners. Including, Site
surveys, Illuminated signs, Flexface
signage, LED etc. Nationwide service.
Established 1984.
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KINGS PLASTICS LTD

The Signbuild Centre, Kelso House,
Waterloo Street, St Philips, Bristol,
BS2 0PH
Tel: 0117 9411 411
enquiry@kingsplastics.co.uk
www.kingsplastics.co.uk

Edgelits are our speciality, we supply
our tracks with integral or separate
power supplies. Single colour or fully
programmable RGB colour changing all
up to 3mtrs long. Panels cnc engraved
and lasered engraved. We supply three
tracks the Reflex, Miniflex & Dualflex.
For images and prices please visit our
online shop or contact our experienced
sales team.

MEGALED LTD

Unit 4 Power Works Industrial
Estate, Slade green Road, Erith,
Kent DA8 2HY
Tel: 01322 340 194
mail@desp.co.uk
www.desp.co.uk

DESP has been trading for over 55
years. CNC engraving, Laser engraving,
Heavy Duty machine engraving,
Chemical etching, Screen Printing, (ALL
CARRIED OUT INHOUSE), including
artwork. So whether its a 1 off or 1,000
off, we can offer a quick competitive
turnround.

FIRST SIGNS & LABELS LTD

Unit 1, Raynham Close, Raynham
Rd Ind Estate, Raynham Road,
Bishops Stortford, Herts, CM23 5JP

236-242 Alma Road, Enfield EN3
7BB
Tel: +44 (0)208 432 0995
led@megaled.com
www.megaled.com

MegaLED are pioneers in edge lighting.
Providing a professional LED
illumination service and the most
impressive range of ‘designer’edge lit
signs available anywhere. Specialist led
lighting and display designs.
Manufacturers of quality contemporary
edge lit signs in both glass and acrylic.
For award-winning led lighting,
wayfinding, retail and architectural
projects, call us on: 0208 432 0995

ENGRAVING

AES SIGNS LTD (EST. 1972)

The Old Laundry, 15 Barratt street,
Easton, Bristol, BS5 6DE
Tel: 0117 951 0234
sales@aessigns.co.uk
www.aessigns.co.uk

The complete sign service Engraved /
Etched & Screen Printed signs
Nameplates etc. in all materials. Very
competitive prices, excellent delivery,
highest quality, full design service,
prompt response to all enquires

ALAN ROBERTS ENGRAVERS

Tel: 01279 467999
sales@firstsignsandlabels.co.uk
www.firstsignsandlabels.co.uk

We manufacture and engrave
nameplates, Labels, Tags, Switchplates,
Mimics, Brass Plates, Components,
Warning labels, Plaques, Logo’s and
Signs. We also produce printed fire &
Safety Signs & Vinyl Graphics.

HALLMARK ENGRAVING
ETCHING & SIGNS LTD (EST.
1899)

Unit 2, Ashgrove Farm, Piltdown,
Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 3XN
Tel: 020 8686 6649
sales@hallmarksigns.co.uk
www.hallmarksigns.co.uk

Superfast and reliable trade service with
100 years experience for all etching,
routing and profiling. Specialists for
nameplate and commemorative plaques
in bronze, brass, aluminium, stainless
and plastics. Logos and crests. High
quality graphics - drawings free of
charge. Precision industrial engravers of
panels, labels and moulds. Keytop
specialist. Presentation silverware and
glass engraving experts.

IMPACT ENGRAVING

27 Thingwall Drive, Irby Village,
Wirral, CH61 3XN

22-23 Rabans Close, Aylesbury,
Bucks, HP19 8RS

Tel: 0151 709 3404
mail@alanrobertsengravers.co.uk
www.alanrobertsengravers.co.uk

Tel: 01296 488902
Mob: 07957 870 756
andy@impactengraving.co.uk
www.impactengraving.co.uk

Fast Confidential Engraving Service to
the trade. We can provide plaques,
nameplates, control panels, safety
signs, switch plates, commemorative
plaques with unveiling unit (on hire
basis), bespoke signs and labels etc.

COUNTY ENGRAVERS & SIGNS
LTD

Unit 5, Trent View Court, Moreland
Street, Nottingham NG2 3FX

Tel: 0115 985 1171
sales@countyengravers-signs.co.uk
www.countyengravers-signs.co.uk

Engravers of all types of plaques,
plates, labels and control panels in a
wide range of materials. Fine detail
etching in brass and stainless steel.
Industrial and Laser Engraving and
Component Marking. Full colour printing
from labels to wide format.
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DARTFORD ENGRAVING &
SCREENPRINTING LTD

REAL Trade prices for Engraving and
chemical etching, rotary, diamond, laser
and acid. Control panels, data plates
etc. Stainless steel, Traffolyte, special
laminates, brass, aluminium etc. ULTRA
FAST DELIVERY !

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS

51/59 Waterworks Rd. Norwich NR2
4DA
Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk

Manufacturers of all types of plates or
plaques, machine engraved or
chemically etched using a variety of
materials, brass, stainless steel,
aluminium, plastics and wood. For high
quality and intricate detail with colour
infills to your choice.
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ESTIMATING SOFTWARE

GOFASO SOFTWARE

129 Devizes Road, Hilperton,
Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 7SZ
www.gofaso.com

Gofaso Software makes quoting fast
and easy! Gofaso has been specialised
for Sign companies, providing userfriendly calculation templates, workshop
management, invoicing and customer
relations upkeep. With module E-CRM
you can make use of QR-codes on
worksheets. Gofaso includes startling
new tips and innovative techniques
giving your company the strongest
advantage.

FINGERPOST SIGNS

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
LTD

Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852 888
sales@signscape.co.uk
www.signscape.co.uk

Serving the Sign Trade for over 40
years, we are a leading manufacturer of
modular sign systems, notice boards &
information displays. Our high quality
Fingerpost system combines aluminium
or steel posts, with double skin fingerarms, making it highly durable, and ideal
for public locations. Choose from
Chevron, Bull-nosed or Square ended
finger arms, available in standard or
custom lengths.

FLAME POLISHERS

I-SPI LTD

47 Mansionhouse Road, Mount
Vernon, Glasgow G32 0RP
Tel: 0141 764 1600
sales@ispitrade.com
www.ispitrade.com

I-SPI Trade supplier of CE approved
flame polishers. The simplest way to
add a crystal clear, glass like edge to
acrylic. Machines to suit every budget
all at THE REAL TRADE PRICE. Visit
our web site for more info or give
Stephen or Sean a call and we can
answer any questions you may have.

FLAT CUT LETTERS

ACCENT SIGNS LTD

Units 4, Broadcott Ind. Est., Station
Rd., Cradley Heath B64 6NT
Tel: 0121 561 4600
accsign1@aol.com
www.accentsignsltd.co.uk

Accent Signs have been supplying the
sign trade with quality flat cut letters in
Acrylic, ACM, Foam PVC, MDF and
other substrates for over 30 years. Our
letters are supplied with Plastic
Locators, Brass Locators or VHB tape,
complete with fixing templates or fixing
stencils if required. Fast turnaround and
confidentiality assured.

APPLELEC

Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park,
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: +44 (0)1274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk

Trade suppliers of flat cut out letters,
logos and intricate laser work. We offer
lettering in a variety of materials such as
acrylic, foamex, dibond, stainless steel,
aluminium and MDF in different finishes
and supplied with or without fixings.
Please ask for an information pack or
contact one of our friendly and
experienced sales staff for assistance.
(3D built up lettering is also available).

CENTRE SIGNS (UK) LTD

Alexander House, Lliffe Avenue,
Oadby, Leicester LE2 5LH
Tel: 0116 271 4247
graphics@centresigns.co.uk
www.centresigns.co.uk

Trade only supplier for all Flat cut
lettering and Logo’s. Available in
Stainless steel, Aluminium, Alupanel,
Dibond, Perspex, Foamex,
Polycarbonate, Brass and all composite
materials. Laser cutting and Router
cutting services as standard. Painted
finished are always available. We can
supply with or without fixings and
always with marked fitting templates.
We also supply Builtup Metal lettering.

FABRICUT

Unit 2 Browells Lane, Feltham,
Middlesex, TW13 7EQ
Tel: 020 8751 7250
mailus@fabricut.co.uk
www.fabricut.co.uk

Trade suppliers of flat cut letters and
logos etc with a 24 hr next day service
available. Lots of materials to choose
from: Foamex, Perspex, Composites,
MDF, Ply, Aluminium, Polished/Brushed
Stainless. Aluminium Composite trays
signs folded, glued ready for you to
hang. Plastic, brass & nickel locators,
various studs & sleeves, 3M VHB tape,
drilling templates also available.

MORCANT DESIGNS LTD

Unit 6, Tom Johnston Road, West
Pitkerro Industrial Estate, Dundee
DD4 8XD
Tel: 01382 686 286
sales@morcant-designs.co.uk
www.morcant-designs.co.uk

Trade suppliers of flat cut letters and
logos. We offer lettering in a variety of
materials such as acrylic, foamex,
dibond, stainless steel and aluminium
which are supplied with or without
fixings and templates. We also supply
3D built up lettering in stainless steel or
acrylic.

SIGN HERE

179 Fosse Road North, Leicester,
LE3 5EZ

Tel: 08085 428021
sales@sign-here.co.uk
www.sign-here.co.uk

Trade service for flat cut lettering &
logos in Acrylic Foamex, Dibond,
Aluminum, Stainless steel & MDF. We
will give you a professional reliable &
efficient service at a competitive price.
From a single letter to a fully illuminated
sign ready for installation. For a quote or
just friendly advice contact us. We are
here to help.

SYGNET SIGNS LTD

129 Humberstone Rd, Leicester,
LE5 3AP
Tel: 0116 262 6288
sales@sygnetsigns.com
www.sygnetsigns.com

We have over 5000 styles to choose
from or you can send your own artwork.
Letters/logos available in acrylic, foam,
mdf, polycarb, dibond, stainless steel
and much more. All cut by router or
laser. With or without fixings. All works
carried out in-house (we also
manufacture built ups and much more).

FLEXIBLE FACE SIGNAGE

BROWNINGS LTD

157 English Street, Hull, HU3 2BT

Tel: 01482 380900
sales@browningsltd.co.uk
www.browningsltd.co.uk

Brownings is one of the largest, TRADE
ONLY suppliers of signage products in
the UK. The Company manufacture
everything from poster frames to
flexface signs. We can supply you
lengths of extrusions, signs in kit form or
make the whole sign for you. We utilise
the Signcomp suite including Econoflex,
Retroframe and Fascia Frame. All signs
are to your individual, specific
requirements.

MIDA SIGN SERVICES UK LTD

Welbeck Street South, AshtonUnder-Lyne OL6 7QZ
Tel: 0161 8 300 600
info@midasignservices.co.uk
www.midasignservices.co.uk

Specialised installers of all flexible faced
systems. Nationwide service.
Illuminated or non-illuminated. We can
supply and install. Call for details.

GENERAL SIGN SUPPLIERS

BROWNINGS LTD

157 English Street, Hull, HU3 2BT
Tel: 01482 380900
sales@browningsltd.co.uk
www.browningsltd.co.uk

Brownings is one of the largest, TRADE
ONLY suppliers of signage products in
the UK. We manufacture poster frames,
menu cases, slimlocks, signtrim,
troughlights, acrylic-faced light boxes,
flexfaced signage and now our new
Texsign frames for internal use. We
supply in any size or quantity, from 1
offs to multiple rollouts either as lengths
of extrusion, in kit form or as made-up
signs.

KINGS PLASTICS LTD

The Signbuild Centre, Kelso House,
Waterloo Street, St Philips, Bristol,
BS2 0PH
Tel: 0117 9411 411
enquiry@kingsplastics.co.uk
www.kingsplastics.co.uk

For all types of sign. Individual flatcut &
built up lettering, illuminated with LED’s.
Edgelite signs, Illuminated signs,
Modular sign systems, Frames &
panels, engraving on plastics,
aluminium and brass, labels and
stencils. LED’s & convertors etc. Also
material supplies cut to size & laser
cutting. A complete service to the trade.
For further information, check out our
website & online shop.

GOLD LEAF SUPPLIERS

GOLD LEAF SUPPLIES

Unit C, Ogmore Court, Abergarw
Ind. Est. Brynmenyn, CF32 9LW
Tel: 01656 720 566
info@goldleafsupplies.co.uk
www.goldleafsupplies.co.uk

Highest quality products and a prompt
reliable service. For all your Gold leaf,
Gilding and Traditional Signwriting
materials. All qualities of Gold leaf from
6ct to 24ct. Extensive range of products
and full product support.

HABBERLEY MEADOWS

5 Saxon Way, Chelmsley Wood,
Birmingham B37 5AY

Tel: 0121 770 0103
gold@habberleymeadows.co.uk
www.habberleymeadows.co.uk

We stock a full range of gold leaf and
silver leaf gilding supplies, gold gilding
products and gilding materials. Our staff
are expert gold beaters who produce
very high quality gold leaf.

INSTALLATION CONTRACTORS

ANDY MAC SIGN SERVICES (EST.

1992)

4 Central Close, Hadleigh, Essex
SS7 2NU
Mob: 07850 060 840

Our highly experienced sign installation
crews based in Essex offer you the
quality of service you deserve. All
aspects of signage covered across the
U.K. including neon, flex face and vinyl.
CSCS, IPAF, PASMA certificated

BIRCH SIGN SERVICES

Unit 3, Wickham Business Park,
Honywood Road, Basildon, Essex,
SS14 3EQ
Tel: 01268 284 400
Mob: 07967 190089
lou@birchsigns.com
www.birchsigns.com

“The largest independent sign
installation and maintenance company
in the UK.” Specialists in all sign work,
large or small, neon, LED, all Flexface
systems, illuminated, non illuminated
and vinyl. Corporate change over
specialists.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

BluePrint Signs & Garments, 20
Apsley Road, St Helier, Jersey,
Channel Islands, JE2 4LR
Tel: 01534 857633
Mob: 07700 800 999
paul@blueprintsigns.co.uk
www.blueprintsigns.co.uk

Blueprint Signs & Garments offers a
professional signage production and
installation service throughout the
Channel Islands, fully qualified crews
based in Jersey completely cover all of
the Channel Islands inclusive of
Guernsey, Sark, Herm and Alderney.

GLOBAL ERECTING SIGN
SERVICES LTD (EST. 1996)

Ascension House, Phoenix
Business Park, St Neots,
Cambridgeshire, PE19 8EP
Tel: 01480 211948
info@gessltd.co.uk
www.gess.uk.com

The complete package. We offer an
exemplary installation service for all
types of signage, from street level to
extreme high level, specialising in
abseiling. We have full Public and
Company Liability Insurance. For each
installation we provide a full project
management service, from site survey
to sign off and provide a full Risk and
Method Statement prior to any works
being undertaken.

JPH SIGN INSTALLATION LTD

Tamworth, Staffs B77 5BX
Mob: 07482 720335
www.jphsignfitter.co.uk

JPH Signs are an up and coming UK
Sign & Vinyl Company. From Shopfronts
to Flex faces, From Window
Manifestation to Digital Wall Prints, we
handle it all and our Portfolio can be
seen via our website. Midlands Based
UK Coverage. Continuously over the
past 18months to work with some of the
UK’s biggest sign companies.

MEDIA ABSEILING

69 Soulbury Road, Leighton
Buzzard, Beds, LU7 2RW
Tel: 0845 345 7712
Mob: 07702 950 218
info@mediaabseiling.com
www.mediaabseiling.com

Rope access company specialising in
the installation and maintenance of all
types of signage, banners and lighting.
We operate nationwide and throughout
Europe and provide advice, site visits,
fast turnaround and most importantly
award-winning results.

PERFECTIONIST PROJECTS
LTD

Dittons Road, Polegate, BN26 6HY
Tel: 01323 489361
www.perfectionistprojects.co.uk

Our unbranded installation crews are
very experienced, fully qualified and are
all directly employed by us, we do not
sub-contract out work - this ensures
clear and accurate communication at all
times. We are available at short notice
to assist your company anywhere in the
UK with a complete range of
professional services.

SIGN INSTALL

Rayford House, School Road,
Hove, Sussex, BN35HX
Tel: 01903 866 101
www.sign-install.co.uk

We’ll take all the hassel, you make all
the profit. Offering the complete
package, from installation of signs and
graphics down to waste signage
removal. Fully Health and Safety
Compliant expert signage installation
teams, at affordable realistic prices.
Covering the South East, London and
the Midlands.

SIGN INSTALLATIONS (EST. 1995)

2-4 Foredown Drive, Portslade,
East Sussex BN41 2BB
Tel: 01273 424900
sales@sussexsigns.com
www.sign-installations.co.uk

Let us be your professional sign
installation team, in London, Sussex,
Hampshire, Surrey and Kent. With 25
years of sign installation experience, our
neatly presented fitting crews will work
for you to increase your profits.
Customer service and client
confidentiality are paramount, so you
can be sure your hard earned reputation
is in safe hands.

SIGNS & GRAPHICS
INSTALLATIONS

40 Sherwell Valley Road, Torquay,
Devon TQ2 6EY

Tel: 01803 701 887
steve@signsandgraphicsinstallatio
ns.co.uk
www.signsandgraphicsinstallations.
co.uk

Signs & Graphics Installations offer a
one-stop installation and maintenance
service, providing a whole package:
surveying, project managing, installation
and maintenance. Once we receive your
order our professional sign fitting crew
will be able to install, maintain and finish
your signage to the highest standard.

MIDA SIGN SERVICES UK LTD

Welbeck Street South, AshtonUnder-Lyne OL6 7QZ
Tel: 0161 8 300 600
info@midasignservices.co.uk
www.midasignservices.co.uk

Professional installation and
maintenance of all types of signage,
graphics and banners. Including, Site
surveys, Illuminated signs, Flexface
signage, LED etc. Nationwide service.
Established 1984.
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NAMEPLATES

NEON REPLACEMENT
LETTERS

MOCKRIDGE LABELS &
NAMEPLATES LTD

ACCENT SIGNS LTD

Cavendish Street, Ashton-underLyne, Lancs OL6 7QL

Units 4, Broadcott Ind. Est., Station
Rd., Cradley Heath B64 6NT

Specialists in chemically etched
nameplates. Brass, Stainless Steel and
Anodised Aluminium. Any size up to
2400 x 1200mm (8ft x 4ft). One-offs up
to 5000+. Trade work is totally
confidential.

Accent Signs “LITEFORM” letters &
logos with a moulded half round acrylic
profile of only 15mm to look like Neon
glass. Illuminated with super bright
Led’s. Available in a wide range of
colours. Suitable for internal & external
use. Supplied with standard locator
fixings for ease of fitting.

Tel: 0161 308 2331
sales@mockridge.com
www.mockridge.com

NOTICE BOARDS LOCKABLE/EXTERIOR

NEON MANUFACTURERS
(TRADE)

NOTICE ME

A1DESIGNS

2 Glenister House, Avondale Drive,
Hayes, Middx UB3 3PP

4 Sandy Lane North, Wallington,
Surrey SM6 8JX

Tel: 020 8646 9886
enquiry@a1designs.co.uk
www.a1designs.co.uk

Neon & Cold Cathode Manufacturers to
the Trade. Fast turnaround & Delivery,
Quick repair service. Installation, Fault
diagnosis, Repairs & Maintenance.
Confidential Service. All neon
accessories, Transformers, Cable, Tube
supports etc.

AVENUE SIGNS LTD

216-222 Luton Road, Chatham,
Kent ME4 5BS

Tel: 01634 841300
info@avenuesigns.co.uk
www.avenuesigns.co.uk

Full computerised design service neon
and cold cathode lighting. Fully qualified
installation engineers, fault diagnosis,
fast repair service. Complete sign
service from vinyl through to acrylic to
polished stainless steel to transformer
and neon accessory supplies.

LOGOTECH DISPLAY
SOLUTIONS LTD

Unit 6, Atley Business Pk, North
Nelson Ind Est, Cramlington,
Newcastle Upon Tyne NE23 1WP

Tel: 01670 737 225
sales@logotech-ltd.co.uk
www.logo-tech.co.uk

Specialists in neon manufacture to the
trade, all types of neon work
undertaken. Quick repair service. Very
competitive prices. Over 25 years
experience in the sign trade.

Tel: 0121 561 4600
accsign1@aol.com
www.accentsignsltd.co.uk

Tel: 0208 581 1067
sales@noticeme.org.uk
www.noticeme.org.uk

Sign companies come to us for a truly
extensive range of standard and made
to measure, indoor & outdoor notice
boards and whiteboards. Standard
internal pin boards are available in over
100 felt colours and our cut to size
service is available on many products.
We supply some extremely competitive
outdoor notice boards to compliment
your sign work. See our complete range
of display products.

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
LTD

Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852 888
sales@signscape.co.uk
www.signscape.co.uk

Serving the Sign Trade for over 40
years, we are a leading manufacturer of
modular sign systems and notice
boards. We have the widest range of
exterior notice boards of all UK
manufacturers, and specialise in
tailoring our boards to suit each
location. This is achieved through a
wide range of options, including; wall,
rail, post and stand mountings,
mains/solar illumination and custom
graphics.

PLASTIC SHEETS

BRETT MARTIN PLASTIC
SHEETS

24 Roughfort Road, Mallusk, Co
Antrim BT36 4RB
Tel: 028 9084 9999
semifinished@brettmartin.com
www.brettmartin.com
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Brett Martin is a leading manufacturer of
plastic sheet products for signage,
interior design, shop outfitting, POS
displays and fabrication. Products
include Foamalux, the extensive foam
PVC range in bright White, Satin and
Gloss colours and an environmentally
friendly Recycled material in addition to
Polycarbonate, PVC, Acrylic, aPET,
PETg and Styrene sheet.
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N E PLASTICS LTD

Unit 1, Ruxley Corner Industrial
Estate, Edgington Way, Sidcup,
Kent DA14 5BL
Tel: 020 8308 9990
sales@neplastics.co.uk
www.neplastics.co.uk

One of the UK’s largest independent
stockholders of semi-finished plastics,
offering a huge range of both branded
and own label products including Crylux
cast acrylic, Alliance ACP, Foamalite,
Lumex, Viscom and Arla. A next day
delivery service on cut to size and
polished acrylic is available. We also
offer a trade service on CNC Router &
Laser cutting, Sign trays and bespoke
plastic fabrication.

PERSPEX DISTRIBUTION LTD

2-3 Lonebarn Link, Springfield
Business Park, Chelmsford, Essex
CM2 5AR
Tel: 01245 232800
sales.chelmsford@perspex.co.uk
www.perspex.co.uk

Perspex Distribution offer Perspex®
cast acrylic, extruded acrylic, aluminium
composite, PVC foam and other
thermoplastic sheets for the sign
industry from 5 distribution centres in
Blackburn, Chelmsford, Leeds,
Tamworth and Weybridge. With a
comprehensive stock-holding in many
colours and finishes and a cut to size
service at all branches, Perspex
Distribution can deliver your
requirements fast.

RIGHTON LTD

POINT OF SALE FITTINGS

SIGNWAVES

Lefevre Way, Gapton Hall Industrial
Estate, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
NR31 0NW
Tel: 01493 419300
enquiries@signwaves.co.uk
www.signwaves.co.uk

Signwaves is the UK’s leading supplier
of point of sale equipment. From trade
exclusive Stand-Off Sign Fixings to a
wide range of glass mounted, wall
mounted and suspended poster holders,
there are a multitude of fittings available
to mount displays in any location.
Pavement and forecourt signs,
illuminated displays and portable
exhibition displays also form part of the
Signwaves collection.

UK POS

Horsfield Way, Bredbury Park
Industrial Estate, Stockport SK6
2TD
Tel: 0161 431 4400/4411
www.ukpos.com

UK Point of Sale leading manufacturers
of display products Acrylic & PVC poster
holders, Sign Supports, Aluminium Snap
Frames, A Boards, Poster cases & Point
of sale fittings.

POLYSTYRENE SIGN SERVICE

FONTEYNE SIGNS & DISPLAYS

Righton House, Brookvale Road,
Witton, Birmingham B6 7EY

Unit 3, 181 Verulam Road, St
Albans, Herts AL3 4DR

UK distributor of Polycasa Crylux cast &
Crylon extruded sheet acrylic. Available
in a wide range of clear, opals, colours
and special finishes. Also stocked:
Alucobest aluminium composite sheet,
Marlon solid polycarbonate, PET-G,
SAN, polystyrene, hygienic cladding,
rigid PVC and fixing accessories, sign
post systems, aluminium sheet and
extrusions.

Manufacturers of all types of
polystyrene cut letters, graphics & 3dimensional models. Virtually any logo,
graphic or shape can be cut in
polystyrene. Especially useful for short
term exhibition, conference or
promotional use (All polystyrene has a
fire retardant additive). Polystyrene can
be faced with vinyl or inkjet prints.
Fitting service nationwide. Established
1976.

Tel: 0121 356 1141
marketing@righton.co.uk
www.righton.co.uk

TELEGAN PRESSED
PRODUCTS LTD.

South Strand, Lawford,
Manningtree, Essex CO11 1UP

Tel: 01206 803 580
sales@teleganpressedproducts.com
www.teleganpressedproducts.com
Leading manufacturer of plate pressed
PVC sheet offering equivalents to
Darvic, Pacton and Cobex under our
trade name TELBEX. We also
manufacture VYNALAST™ engraving
laminate. A comprehensive range of
photoluminescent boards and self
adhesive vinyl is available in PSPA
class B and Class C to order.

Tel: 01727 832146
studio@fonteynesigns.co.uk
www.fonteynesigns.co.uk

POSTER HOLDERS / CASES

BROWNINGS LTD

157 English Street, Hull, HU3 2BT
Tel: 01482 380900
sales@browningsltd.co.uk
www.browningsltd.co.uk

Brownings is one of the largest, TRADE
ONLY suppliers of signage products.
We manufacture poster frames, menu
cases, slimlocks, signtrim, troughlights,
acrylic-faced light boxes, flexfaced
signage and now our new Texsign
frames for internal use. The two
versions of poster holders, the slimlock
and menu case are both thin, lockable
and hinged. They are available in any
practical size and colour.

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
LTD

PRINT/POSTER FRAMES

BROWNINGS LTD

Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ

157 English Street, Hull, HU3 2BT

Serving the Sign Trade for over 40
years, we are a leading manufacturer of
modular sign systems, notice boards &
information displays. Our Avenue poster
case provides high quality yet
affordable, external poster display. Sizes
from A4-A0, in wall, post, and rail
mounted versions, with headers and
sign panel options. We also
manufacture illuminated menu cases for
hotel and restaurant settings.

Brownings is one of the largest, TRADE
ONLY suppliers of signage products in
the UK. We manufacture poster frames,
menu cases, slimlocks, signtrim,
troughlights, acrylic-faced light boxes,
flexfaced signage and now our new
Texsign frames for internal use. The
aluminium frame are available in two
widths, 25mm and 38mm, can be
supplied to your specification and can
even be illuminated.

Tel: 01934 852 888
sales@signscape.co.uk
www.signscape.co.uk

SIGNWAVES

Tel: 01482 380900
sales@browningsltd.co.uk
www.browningsltd.co.uk

SIGNWAVES

Lefevre Way, Gapton Hall Industrial
Estate, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
NR31 0NW

Lefevre Way, Gapton Hall Industrial
Estate, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
NR31 0NW

Signwaves supplies poster displays
suitable for both indoor and outdoor
use. As the UK’s largest manufacturer of
point of sale signs and displays,
Signwaves can provide you with high
quality poster frames, snapframes,
menu cases and lockable noticeboards.
Express made to order service is
available for a selection of custom
coloured Slimlok Menu Cases, Poster
Cases and Noticeboards.

Signwaves supplies poster displays
suitable for both indoor and outdoor
use. As the UK’s largest manufacturer of
point of sale signs and displays,
Signwaves can provide you with high
quality poster frames, snapframes,
menu cases and lockable noticeboards.
Standard stocked snapframes have
guaranteed low prices with the
Signwaves snapframe price match
policy.

Tel: 01493 419300
enquiries@signwaves.co.uk
www.signwaves.co.uk

UK POS

Tel: 01493 419300
enquiries@signwaves.co.uk
www.signwaves.co.uk

UK POS

Horsfield Way, Bredbury Park
Industrial Estate, Stockport SK6
2TD

Horsfield Way, Bredbury Park
Industrial Estate, Stockport SK6
2TD

UK Point of Sale leading manufacturers
of display products Acrylic & PVC poster
holders, Sign Supports, Aluminium Snap
Frames, A Boards, Poster cases & Point
of sale fittings.

UK Point of Sale leading manufacturers
of display products Acrylic & PVC poster
holders, Sign Supports, Aluminium Snap
Frames, A Boards, Poster cases & Point
of sale fittings.

Tel: 0161 431 4400/4411
www.ukpos.com

POWER SUPPLIES

POWERPAX

Unit 10 The Markham Centre,
Station Road, Theale, Reading,
Berkshire, RG7 4PE
Tel: +44 (0)118 903 3290
www.powerpax.co.uk

One of Europe’s leading suppliers of
power conversion products. PowerPax
LED drivers cover power ratings from
6W to 600W. All models are long life
with warranty up to 5 years. Fully safety
approved and meeting latest efficiency
standards. Available from UK stock.
Check out the website for further
information on our new ultra slim range
of LED drivers specifically for
illuminated sign manufacturers

Tel: 0161 431 4400/4411
www.ukpos.com

PROGRAMMABLE LED
DISPLAYS

MESSAGEMAKER DISPLAYS
LTD

Unit 43 Ormside Way, Holmethorpe
Industrial Estate, Redhill, Surrey
RH1 2LG
Tel: 01737 774 738
info@messagemaker.co.uk
www.messagemaker.co.uk

Programmable LED text and video
specialists for Electronic Digital
Signage, standalone or incorporate in
your own sign project. Many products
are available from stock for Indoor &
Outdoor applications, over 15 years
experience in the market. Call now for a
free quotation or to arrange a visit from
a member of our national sales team.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
SERVICES

PERFECTIONIST PROJECTS
LTD

Dittons Road, Polegate, BN26 6HY
Tel: 01323 489361
www.perfectionistprojects.co.uk

We produce Schematic Drawings
showing all significant components,
parts, and their interconnections by
means of standard symbols. Schematic
diagrams for a project may be used for
preparing preliminary cost estimates.
We are very experienced in processing
Advertising Consent Planning
Applications for all sectors including
Retail High Street, Petroleum and
Corporate, all at very competitive rates.

PROJECTING SIGNS

IRON DESIGN

37A Douglas Rd., Poole, BH12 2AU
Tel: 01202 463573
enquiries@ironsigns.com
www.ironsigns.com

Leading trade suppliers of high quality
traditional and contemporary projecting
signs and brackets, offering a large
range of brackets, panels and lights off
the shelf, as well as a comprehensive
bespoke service. Competitive prices
and next day service. Please visit our
website or phone for a brochure.

SIGNWAVES

Lefevre Way, Gapton Hall Industrial
Estate, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
NR31 0NW
Tel: 01493 419300
enquiries@signwaves.co.uk
www.signwaves.co.uk

Signwaves is the UK’s leading
manufacturer and supplier of projecting
signs, fabric flags and flying banners. A
selection of wall mounted, glass
mounted and freestanding options are
available, with many units suitable for
interior and exterior use. All of
Signwaves’ projecting signs and flags
can be printed to order if required.

REFLECTIVE VINYL/TAPES

ATC LTD

Calf Hey South, off Well’ith Lane,
Rochdale OL11 2JS
Tel: 01706 633043
sales@apptape.co.uk
www.apptape.co.uk

Suppliers of Micro prismatic reflective
tapes (3m, Avery, Reflexite) and glass
bead reflective vinyl for use on
emergency vehicles (police cars &
chapter 8 legislation etc) also HGV
markings as per EC 104. We stock
Conspicuity tape manufactured by
Reflexite and Avery which are some of
the most reflective materials available
on the market. Chapter 8 chevron kits
also available.

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIES LTD

Britannia House, Granville Road,
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2BJ
Tel: 01622 689 410
www.signtradesupplies.co.uk

Supplying a variety of sign making
supplies nationwide including aluminium
signs posts, post clips, fixings, vinyl and
tools. We have a large UK stock of
Image Perfect vinyl, sign fixings and
aluminium extrusions ready for same
day despatch. We also provide trade
manufacturing service including
diamond edge polished acrylic, flat cut
acrylic lettering, sign trays and more.

ROUTER CUTTERS/ PLOTTER
BLADES

ATA ENGINEERING
PROCESSES

ATA House, Unit B, Boundry Way,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7SS
Tel: 01442 264411
sales@ataeng.com
www.ataeng.com

Extensive range of high quality solid
carbide, PCD, carbide tipped and HSS
cutters manufactured by ONSRUD
CUTTER offer routing solutions for most
types of material.

EDWARD MATHIAS & CO

PO BOX 121, Frodsham, Cheshire,
WA6 1AA
Tel: 01928 739 799
info@edwardmathias.com
www.edwardmathias.com

Specialist manufacturers/suppliers of
tungsten carbide plotter blades and
router cutters. We don’t just sell blades,
we are the UK’s leading manufacturer.
Note - we have no connection with any
other company who sell or re-sharpen
blades.

SCREEN PRINTING

DARTFORD ENGRAVING &
SCREENPRINTING LTD

Unit 4 Power Works Industrial
Estate, Slade green Road, Erith,
Kent DA8 2HY
Tel: 01322 340 194
mail@desp.co.uk
www.desp.co.uk

DESP has been trading for over 55
years. Screenprinting, anodic printing,
correx boards, stickers, overlays, signs,
chemical etching, engraving processes
also covered (ALL CARRIED OUT
INHOUSE), including artwork.So
whether its a 1 off or 1,000s off, we can
offer a quick competitive turnround.
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FIRST SIGNS & LABELS LTD

Unit 1, Raynham Close, Raynham
Rd Ind Estate, Raynham Road,
Bishops Stortford, Herts, CM23 5JP

Tel: 01279 467999
sales@firstsignsandlabels.co.uk
www.firstsignsandlabels.co.uk

We specialise in high quality screen
printing. We are suited to meet print
requirements onto many substrates. We
have finishing capabilities with die
cutting and CNC routing. We offer a fast
and efficient service, should you require
1 off’s or larger run’s give our team a
call.

HT SCREEN PRINT

9 Merlin Way, Hillend Industrial
Estate, Dalgety Bay, Fife, KY11 9JY
Tel: 01383 824522
info@htscreenprint.co.uk
www.htscreenprint.co.uk

Trade screen printing of garments,
estate agency boards, pvc, vinyl,
acrylics, metals, glass, wood, POS,
anything flat. HT Screenprint have been
in business for over 20 years, supplying
the highest quality screen printing to the
trade at very competitive prices. Our
experience produces quality quickly!

MERCURY & PHILLIPS SIGNS

51/59 Waterworks Rd. Norwich NR2
4DA

Tel: 01603 666699
sales@mercuryphillips.co.uk
www.mercuryphillipssigns.co.uk

One of the UK’s largest independent
stockholders of semi-finished plastics,
offering a huge range of both branded
and own label products including Crylux
cast acrylic, Alliance ACP, Foamalite,
Lumex, Viscom and Arla. A next day
delivery service on cut to size and
polished acrylic is available. We also
offer a trade service on CNC Router &
Laser cutting, Sign trays and bespoke
plastic fabrication.

Established in 1994, Plex Display are
hardware designers and manufacturers
of Display, Café Barrier and Signage
systems. We offer the trade highly
competitive pricing, unrivalled stock
levels and same day despatch, all
backed by first class customer service
and technical support. So whether you
are in the exhibition, display, signage or
large format printing industries we have
products to suit you

Tel: 020 8308 9990
sales@neplastics.co.uk
www.neplastics.co.uk

RIGHTON LTD

Righton House, Brookvale Road,
Witton, Birmingham B6 7EY
Tel: 0121 356 1141
marketing@righton.co.uk
www.righton.co.uk

UK distributor of Polycasa Crylux cast &
Crylon extruded sheet acrylic Available
in a wide range of clear, opals, colours
and special finishes. Also stocked:
Alucobest aluminium composite sheet,
Marlon solid polycarbonate, PET-G,
SAN, polystyrene, hygienic cladding,
rigid PVC and fixing accessories, sign
post systems, aluminium sheet and
extrusions.

Tel: 01206 803580
sales@teleganpressedproducts.com
www.teleganpressedproducts.com
Leading manufacturer of plate pressed
PVC sheet offering equivalents to
Darvic, Pacton and Cobex under our
trade name TELBEX. We also
manufacture VYNALAST™ engraving
laminate. A comprehensive range of
photoluminescent boards and self
adhesive vinyl is available in PSPA
class B and Class C to order.

BRYAN RAWLINGS DESIGN

45 Nunney Close, Keynsham,
Bristol BS31 1XG

Designers and makers of coats of arms,
emblems and all types of sculptural and
decorative signage. GRP, cast resins,
metals, detailed hand painting and
much more. Large range of royal coats
of arms available. Specialist suppliers to
the sign trade.

PLEX DISPLAY LTD

The Furlong, Berry Hill Industrial
Estate, Droitwich, Worcestershire,
WR9 9BG

South Strand, Lawford,
Manningtree, Essex CO11 1UP

SCULPTORS
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N E PLASTICS LTD

SIGN & DISPLAY SYSTEMS

Unit 1, Ruxley Corner Industrial
Estate, Edgington Way, Sidcup,
Kent DA14 5BL

TELEGAN PRESSED
PRODUCTS LTD.

High quality screen printing to all types
of rigid and flexible base materials ie.
self-adhesive vinyl, paper, plastic and
metal. From single to full colour and
small or large runs.

Tel: 0117 986 7894 / 7291
bryan@bryanrawlings.com
www.bryanrawlings.com

SHEET MATERIALS

VISIONS IN PLASTICS

Unit 3, Delta Court (Robin Hood
Airport), Auckley, Doncaster, DN9
3GN
Tel: 01302 775920
sales@visionsinplastics.co.uk
www.visionsinplastics.co.uk

Stocks of Mirrored Extruded Acrylic in
clear, 19 colours, See-Thru, Two sided,
Anti Scatch, Anti Fog. Mirrored
Polycarbonate, Petg and Polystyene.
Non mirrored sheet in Acrylic, ABS,
Polycarbonate, Polystyrene and PVC
Foam.
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Tel: 01905 798 123
sales@plexdisplay.com
www.plexdisplay.com

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
LTD

Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852 888
sales@signscape.co.uk
www.signscape.co.uk

Serving the Sign Trade for over 40
years, we are a leading manufacturer of
modular sign and display systems,
notice boards & other information
displays. Our 6 major sign systems are
used and combined, to create a wide
range of sign display solutions, including
full signage schemes. With all products
made to order, we specialise in tailoring
solutions to suit each client, location and
application.

SIGNWAVES

Lefevre Way, Gapton Hall Industrial
Estate, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
NR31 0NW
Tel: 01493 419300
enquiries@signwaves.co.uk
www.signwaves.co.uk

Signwaves offers sign and display
systems suitable for both internal and
external use. The Adfresco Café Barrier
system has stylish framework
components and banner materials
available to mix and match.
Alternatively, freestanding Modular Pole
Systems with a choice of poster frames,
brochure shelves and banner sets for 2
channel or 4 channel poles can create
informative internal displays.

VISTA SYSTEM LTD

103 High Street, Waltham Cross,
Herts, EN8 7AN
Tel: 0800 404 9151
www.vistasystem.com

Vista System is an international pioneer
and world leader in Modular Aluminum
Sign Frames with distribution all over
the globe. We offers a wide range of
products, running the gamut from
curved to flat signs, small and extra
large signs, LED illuminated and Frameless signs, innovative Brochure Holders,
Illuminated Stretch Fabric signs and
many more.

SIGN LOCATORS

F. K. MOORE LTD

5 Wilton Road, Haine Industrial
Park, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 5HD.
Tel: 01843 593 440
enquiries@fkmoore.com
www.fkmoore.com

British manufacturers of screw type
Brass Locator Nuts, Wall Fixings and
stockists of Nylon Locators for the Sign
and Shopfitting Industries. As well as
other shopfittings, we also manufacture
Coverhead Screws, either Flat, Dome,
Conical or Mushroom shape in various
finishes, in addition to the famous
“Moore’s Super Clips” mirror fixings.

SIGN POSTS & FIXINGS

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIES LTD

Britannia House, Granville Road,
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2BJ
Tel: 01622 689 410
www.signtradesupplies.co.uk

Supplying a variety of sign making
supplies nationwide including aluminium
signs posts, post clips, fixings, vinyl and
tools. We have a large UK stock of
Image Perfect vinyl, sign fixings and
aluminium extrusions ready for same
day despatch. We also provide trade
manufacturing service including
diamond edge polished acrylic, flat cut
acrylic lettering, sign trays and more.

SIGN SUPPORT SYSTEMS

E-SIGNFITTINGS HOBDAY LTD

57 Aston Brook Street East, Aston,
Birmingham, B6 4RR
Tel: 0121 608 4431
sales@e-signfittings.co.uk
www.e-signfittings.co.uk

E-Signfittings are one of the largest
suppliers of Sign Standoffs, Cable &
Rod Display Systems in the UK. We
have large stocks available on next day
delivery for orders received before 3pm
and are equipped to supply orders from
a few pounds up to thousands of
pounds. Products in our range include
Screw Head Covers, Poster Hanging
Systems, Sign Hanging Systems,
Leaflet Holders and Poster Displays.

I-SPI LTD

47 Mansionhouse Road, Mount
Vernon, Glasgow G32 0RP
Tel: 0141 764 1600
sales@ispitrade.com
www.ispitrade.com

I-SPI Trade supplier of sign support
systems. Our range includes wall
mounts, cable & rod display systems,
screw covers, LED lighting and much
more all at THE REAL TRADE PRICE.
Massive stocks and next day delivery.
See our products on our web site or
give Stephen or Sean a call for a
brochure.

UK POS

Horsfield Way, Bredbury Park
Industrial Estate, Stockport SK6
2TD
Tel: 0161 431 4400/4411
www.ukpos.com

UK Point of Sale leading manufacturers
of display products Acrylic & PVC poster
holders, Sign Supports, Aluminium Snap
Frames, A Boards, Poster cases & Point
of sale fittings.

SIGN SURVEYOR

PB WILLIAMS SIGN SURVEYOR

48 Durley Rd, Aintree L9 9AW

Tel: 07885 486 182
pbwilliams48@yahoo.co.uk

We specialise in sign surveying to the
trade, with 30 years of experience as a
sign fitter/manufacturer. I was
contracted to large companies in the
north west, and country wide. I am
based in Merseyside and have PASMA,
IPAF/PAL & CSCS qualifications and will
travel UK and Europe. For further
details please contact the above
number or email.

PERFECTIONIST PROJECTS
LTD

Dittons Road, Polegate, BN26 6HY

Tel: 01323 489361
www.perfectionistprojects.co.uk

Whatever the size of your Project, we
can provide you with fast, cost-effective
and accurate sign surveys anywhere in
the UK. Before leaving Site we utilise
the latest digital technology (SPIKE) to
communicate data and photos directly
to you as a PDF, High-Res JPG ( with
measurements or images only ) or URL
and we can provide helpful positional
data (Latitude, Longitude, Altitude).

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIERS

BROWNINGS LTD

157 English Street, Hull, HU3 2BT

Tel: 01482 380900
sales@browningsltd.co.uk
www.browningsltd.co.uk

Brownings is one of the largest, TRADE
ONLY suppliers of signage products in
the UK. We manufacture poster frames,
menu cases, slimlocks, signtrim,
troughlights, acrylic-faced light boxes,
flexfaced signage and now our new
Texsign frames for internal use. Any size
or quantity, from 1 offs to multiple
rollouts. We are happy to supply as
lengths of extrusion, in kit form or as
made-up signs.

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIES LTD

Britannia House, Granville Road,
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2BJ

Tel: 01622 689 410
www.signtradesupplies.co.uk

Supplying a variety of sign making
supplies nationwide including aluminium
signs posts, post clips, fixings, vinyl and
tools. We have a large UK stock of
Image Perfect vinyl, sign fixings and
aluminium extrusions ready for same
day despatch. We also provide trade
manufacturing service including
diamond edge polished acrylic, flat cut
acrylic lettering, sign trays and more.

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
LTD

Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852888
sales@signscape.co.uk
www.signscape.co.uk

Serving the Sign Trade for over 40
years, we are a leading manufacturer of
modular sign systems, notice boards &
information displays. Our systems
create a wide range of sign solutions
including; post and panel, flush panel
and curved panel signs; wayfinding
signs, wall directories, monolith and
fingerpost signs. Other products include
exterior notice boards, poster/menu
cases, and letter boards.

SIGNWAVES

Lefevre Way, Gapton Hall Industrial
Estate, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
NR31 0NW
Tel: 01493 419300
www.signwaves.co.uk

Signwaves is a UK manufacturer of sign
and display products for internal and
external use. The range includes
pavement signs and a-boards (including
Swinger and Ecoflex signage),
snapframes, poster mounting and
exhibition displays. Signwaves also offer
trade exclusive Stand-Off Sign Fixings
and Premier A-Board Frames with low
prices guaranteed.

SPECIALITY FILMS

ATC LTD

Calf Hey South, Off Well’ith Lane,
Rochdale, Lancs OL11 2JS
Tel: 01706 633043
sales@apptape.co.uk
www.apptape.co.uk

Suppliers of various speciality films
including Etch glass, Reflective,
Fluorescent, Reflexite daybrite,
Reflexite prismatic reflective, Hi intensity
reflective, Photoluminescent, Cast
metallics, 2yr Fluorescent, Gemstone
metallics, Multi lens, Transparent
colours, Checker plate, Mirror colours,
Prismatic colours, Glitter colours,
Brushed aluminium silver and gold.

MACTAC UK LTD

37 Tenter Road, Moulton Park,
Northampton NN3 6AX
Tel: 01604 644697
www.mactac.eu

MACtac are global manufactures of selfadhesive Speciality Films incl PVC,
PET, PP, PE and more. World renowned
brands include MACmark (coloured
Vinyls) MACscreen, Imagin and
Permacolor inkjet printable films and
Protection Laminates. Also available, a
diverse range of Technical Tapes and
Label substrates using Speciality Films
and products Class O fire-rated and
CBS Outdoors (Viacom) approved.

SYGNET SIGNS LTD

129 Humberstone Rd, Leicester,
LE5 3AP
Tel: 0116 262 6288
sales@sygnetsigns.com
www.sygnetsigns.com

We manufacture most sign solutions
you will ever need. Fascia’s, built up
letters/logos, flat cut letters/logos,
laser/router cutting service, “off the
shelf” or made to measure illuminated
poster cases, LED illumination,
powder/stove enamel coatings, 3D
development in both design and
manufacture. All works carried out inhouse.

SOLAR POWERED SIGNS &
DISPLAYS

SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
LTD

Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852 888
sales@signscape.co.uk
www.signscape.co.uk

An eco-friendly and long term cost
effective solution, our Eco-Vision Solar
Display System provides solar powered
illuminated noticeboards, monoliths and
stencil cut backlit signage. Powered
purely by daylight, it is an ideal solution
for remote and highly urban locations
where illuminated information is
required and where routing a mains
power supply is undesirable, unpractical
or costly.

STONE ENGRAVING

SOMERVILLE STONE LTD

Eastney Pumping Station, Beam
house Museum, 199 Henderson
Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, PO4
9JF
Tel: 08432 894 788 / 023 9282
4457
Mob: 07711 386 023
info@somervillestone.co.uk
www.somervillestone.com

Stone Masons offering a stone
engraving service. Deeply engraved
lettering to your requirements on stone
from all around the world, Business
Signs, Property Signs.

STREET SIGNS

SIGNS OF THE TIMES LTD

Wingfield Road Tebworth, Beds,
LU7 9QG
Tel: 01525 874 185
enquiries@sott.co.uk
www.sott.co.uk

Street signs in a variety of materials.
Cast polyurethane, aluminium and
bronze. Die pressed street signs for
council specification. For a quotation
send us the text required on your signs
and specify what material is required.

TEXTILE SIGNAGE

BROWNINGS LTD

157 English Street, Hull, HU3 2BT
Tel: 01482 380900
sales@browningsltd.co.uk
www.browningsltd.co.uk

We manufacture poster frames, menu
cases, slimlocks, signtrim, troughlights,
acrylic-faced light boxes, flexfaced
signage and now our new Texsign
frames for internal use. Frames range
from a 17mm “retro” extrusion to a
180mm deep double-sided application.
The profiles can accept a digitallyprinted image by way of a rubber kader
attached to the edges of the print and
can be changed in seconds.

TRANSFER PAPERS/HEAT
PRESSES

THE MAGIC TOUCH

Unit 4, Apex Business Centre,
Boscombe Road, Dunstable LU5
4SB
Tel: 01582 671 444
sales@themagictouch.co.uk
www.themagictouch.co.uk

Manufacturers of Transfer Papers and
Materials used in conjunction with Laser
Printers and Copiers (toner based) for
full colour image transfer onto T-Shirts,
Caps, Polo’s, Mugs, Mousemats etc.
Plus Magicut® film for use with
Plotter/Cutter for heat transfer.

TROUGH LIGHTING

BROWNINGS LTD

157 English Street, Hull, HU3 2BT
Tel: 01482 380900
sales@browningsltd.co.uk
www.browningsltd.co.uk

Brownings is one of the largest, TRADE
ONLY suppliers of signage products in
the UK. We manufacture poster frames,
menu cases, slimlocks, signtrim,
troughlights, acrylic-faced light boxes,
flexfaced signage and now our new
Texsign frames for internal use. The
troughlight comes complete with a high
impact, hinged polycarbonate face. We
supply in any size, colour or quantity.

VINYL & GRAPHIC
INSTALLATIONS

MIDA SIGN SERVICES UK LTD

Welbeck Street South, AshtonUnder-Lyne OL6 7QZ
Tel: 0161 8 300 600
info@midasignservices.co.uk
www.midasignservices.co.uk

Specialist applicators of all types of vinyl
and graphics. Vehicle application,
Windows, Wall & Floor graphics etc.
Fleet specialists. Nationwide service.
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PERFECTIONIST PROJECTS
LTD

BISBELL MAGNETIC
PRODUCTS LTD.

Dittons Road, Polegate, BN26 6HY

Tel: 01323 489361
www.perfectionistprojects.co.uk

Our unbranded installation crews are
very experienced, fully qualified and are
all directly employed by us, we do not
sub-contract out work - this ensures
clear and accurate communication at all
times. We are available at short notice
to assist your company anywhere in the
UK with a complete range of
professional services.

The UK’s widest range of digitally
printable wide format magnetic and ferro
sheet (both over 1200mm wide).
Maxmag vehicle grade magnetic
materials available in white, plain or
adhesive backed - by roll or cut to your
specific requirements. Also available
neo magnets, vehicle roof magnets,
sign grippers and a full range of high
tape to suit every budget and
application.

New Mill, Farndon Road, Market
Harborough, Leics LE16 9NP

3M COMMERCIAL SOLUTIONS

Tel: 01858 431 642
sales@dorotape.co.uk
www.dorotape.co.uk

3M House, 4th Floor, Building 8,
Exchange Quay, Salford Quays,
Manchester M5 3EJ

Tel: 01344 857000
commgraphics.uk@mmm.com
www.3M.co.uk/graphicsolutions

3M are global manufacturers of a wide
variety of ‘Matched Component System’
Warranted graphic materials: 3M
Scotchcal™, 3M Controltac™ Plus, 3M
Scotchlite™, 3M Diamond Grade™, 3M
Light Management™ film technologies,
3M Panaflex™ flexible substrates,
Comply™ Adhesive Technology, 3M DINOC™, Scotchprint® Graphics™ and
3M™ Envision products.

APA (UK) LTD

Unit 10 Capital Ind. Est., Crabtree
Manorway South, Belvedere, Kent,
DA17 6BJ
Tel: 020 8311 4400
apauk@apaspa.com
www.apaspa.com

One of Europe’s main vinyl
manufacturing companies supplying
own brand self-adhesive plotter vinyl
and Digital Print media. Plotter vinyls
from short-term up to 10 years including
Truck, Cast, Vehicle Wrapping, Frosteffect, Solar, Reflective and an
extensive range of Print material for UV,
Solvent and Dye/Pigment inks, all
application aids are available.

ATC LTD

Calf Hey South, Off Well’ith Lane,
Rochdale, Lancs OL11 2JS
Distributors of Ritrama UK’s full range of
signmaking vinyls including their
complete portfolio of Digital Films. We
also have available a full range of
signmaking vinyls manufactured in the
UK by KPMF. We stock a range of
application tapes from R Tape USA and
various Digital Media manufactured by
LG Hausys. Discounts available on
credit card payments.
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Tel: 01283 531000
sales@bisbellmagnets.com
www.bisbellmagnets.com

DORO TAPE (UK) LTD

VINYL SUPPLIES

Tel: 01706 633043
sales@apptape.co.uk
www.apptape.co.uk

Hillfield Lane, Stretton, Burton on
Trent, Staffs DE13 0BN

Doro Tape provide an extensive range
of vinyl from major European
manufacturers such as Ritrama and
Aslan. Specialist films include reflective,
fluorescent, glass etch effect films,
holographic films, window tints, Ritrama
gemstone vinyl, vehicle wrap films,
polyester mirror and brushed effect films
and stencil masking films, plus a large
selection of accessories.

GREENSTIK MATERIALS LTD

Unit 9 Lancaster Road, Carnaby
Industrial Estate, Carnaby,
Bridlington, East Yorkshire, YO15
3QY
Tel: 01262 602 222
sales@greenstikmaterials.co.uk
www.greenstikmaterials.co.uk

Offering a full range of Monomeric &
Polymeric Sign Vinyls, Wide Fomat
Digital Inkjet Films, Car Wrap & Interior
Decoration Films, 3M Cushionmount™,
Trade Slitting (Custom Slitting-Width
down to 6mm in any Length available).
Credit Card Facilities Available

MACTAC UK LTD

37 Tenter Road, Moulton Park,
Northampton NN3 6AX
Tel: 01604 644697
www.mactac.eu

MACtac are a global manufacture of
self-adhesive materials including Vinyls
for CAD CAM plotting, Laminating or
Printing using many techniques
including Ink Jet, Screen and Litho. The
range has products specifically
designed Vehicle Wrapping, Wall, Street
,Floor and Window Graphics as well as
General Signage. Some products are
Class O fire-rated and CBS Outdoors
(formerly Viacom) approved.

MDP SUPPLIES

Unit 3 Lumina Park, Bromborough,
Wirral CH62 3PT
Tel: 0151 272 1234
info@mdpsupplies.co.uk
www.mdpsupplies.co.uk

Distributor to sign makers and garment
printers. Stocking Ritrama, KPMF,
DeTape and many other leading brands.
Order online at www.mdpsupplies.co.uk,
by phone or at any of our 8 branches
across the UK. No account needed.
Last order time - 6pm for next day
delivery.

SIGN TRADE SUPPLIES LTD

Britannia House, Granville Road,
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2BJ
Tel: 01622 689 410
www.signtradesupplies.co.uk

Supplying a variety of sign making
supplies nationwide including aluminium
signs posts, post clips, fixings, vinyl and
tools. We have a large UK stock of
Image Perfect vinyl, sign fixings and
aluminium extrusions ready for same
day despatch. We also provide trade
manufacturing service including
diamond edge polished acrylic, flat cut
acrylic lettering, sign trays and more.

SYDNEY BEAUMONT (LEEDS)
LTD

Sydenham Road, Domestic Street
Ind. Estate, Leeds LS11 9RU
Tel: 0113 245 8729
info@sydb.co.uk
www.selfadhesivevinyls.com

Distributors of self-adhesive vinyls since
1966. Stockists of a huge range from
leading manufacturers: MACTAC,
ASLAN SCHWARZ, POLITAPE,
RITRAMA and INTERCOAT. As part of
the Pyramid Group we can offer the full
range of MACTAC cad and print vinyls
along with ASLAN specialities such as
2-sided Metallised films and
Memoboard films. All stock available for
national next-day delivery.

WAYFINDING SIGNS

APPLELEC

Unit 1, Wharfedale Business Park,
Shetcliffe Lane, Bradford BD4 9RW
Tel: +44 (0)1274 774477
sales@applelec.co.uk
www.applelec.co.uk

Trade suppliers of curved or flat-faced
way-finding and aluminium display
systems with directories incorporating
wall mounted, projecting, and totem
signs. Poster display frames with a snap
side profile to allow for easy interchange
of inserts and an exterior light box
series are available. Please ask for an
information pack or contact one of our
friendly and experienced sales staff for
assistance.

I.C.E.

Tannery Works, 12 Whingate,
Leeds LS12 3BL
Tel: 0113 2242124
sales@icesigns.co.uk
www.icesigns.co.uk

Suppliers of internal and external
wayfinding and directory systems to
DDA (1995) guidelines if required.
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SIGNSCAPE AND SIGNCONEX
LTD

Pear Tree Works, Bath Road, Upper
Langford, Bristol BS40 5DJ
Tel: 01934 852 888
sales@signscape.co.uk
www.signscape.co.uk

Serving the Sign Trade for over 40
years, we are a leading manufacturer of
modular sign systems & information
displays. We have 4 major systems for
creating interior and exterior wayfinding
sign solutions including; post and panel,
flush panel and curved panel signs;
desk, door and wall signs, wall
directories, monolith and fingerpost
signs. We have also offer a full graphics
service if required.

VISTA SYSTEM LTD

103 High Street, Waltham Cross,
Herts, EN8 7AN
Tel: 0800 404 9151
www.vistasystem.com

Vista System is an international pioneer
and world leader in Modular Aluminum
Sign Frames with distribution all over
the globe. We offers a wide range of
products, running the gamut from
curved to flat signs, small and extra
large signs, LED illuminated and Frameless signs, innovative Brochure Holders,
Illuminated Stretch Fabric signs and
many more.

WIDE FORMAT SOLUTIONS
PROVIDER

COLOURGEN

The AmBer Centre, Oldfield Road,
Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 1TH
Tel: 01628 588722
sales@colourgen.com
www.colourgen.com

Colourgen is the UK’s leading specialist
distributor of large format digital colour
printing solutions, consumables,
bespoke software, engineering and
technical support services. The
Company is the exclusive UK distributor
for the Mutoh Sign & Display,
Speciality/Industrial, Dye Sublimation
and Direct to Textile printers.

WOODWORKING

HALLMARK ENGRAVING
ETCHING & SIGNS LTD (EST. 1899)

Unit 2, Ashgrove Farm, Piltdown,
Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 3XN
Tel: 0208 686 6649
sales@hallmarksigns.co.uk
www.hallmarksigns.co.uk

Quality joinery for Notice Boards,
Honours Boards and Bespoke Signs.
Directional signs, Finger Posts and
Waymarkers made in all timbers.
Backboards and Plinths can be made to
any shape - singles or bulk orders.
Memorial bench rails, crosses and
wooden signs can all be engraved with
designs and lettering. Please call for a
prompt quotation or to discuss any
project. Please go to our website to see
examples of our work.

